ng 


11 
Stgne 
C 6. 2, . 34 . 


and ! for a 
t. Luc 


EXES 


[ 


far the fall and. 


ir get 
I 


rac 


HT 


— 


L be spoken aga 


171411 


» - - 
N = 
£ 4 Q< Pl 


JV WR — 
> ING IG 
0 
. 


Ar 0 
huck. 5 


Behold, this Child 
-4 
174 


| 7 
uy 


ng 


11 
Stgne 
C 6. 2, . 34 . 


and ! for a 
t. Luc 


EXES 


[ 


far the fall and. 


ir get 
I 


rac 


HT 


— 


L be spoken aga 


171411 


» - - 
N = 
£ 4 Q< Pl 


JV WR — 
> ING IG 
0 
. 


Ar 0 
huck. 5 


Behold, this Child 
-4 
174 


| 7 
uy 


Fire of the Altar : 


Or, Certain 


DIRECTIONS 


HOW TO 


Raiſe the Sou] into Holy Flames, BBefo2e, | 


At, and After, the Receiving the 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the 


LORDS SUPPER. 


With ſuitable Prayers & Devotions. 


To which is prefix'd 
A DIALOGUE betwixt ai Chriſtian 
and his own Conſcience, concerning 
The True Nature of the 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


Intended chiefly for the Inhabitants of St. Mar 
Le Strand, and the Precinct of rhe Savoy. 


* The Fifth Edition, Coxreced. 
By Anthony Horneck, D, D. 


LONDON: 
Printed for Samuel Lowndes over-againft ExCer» 
Chanze in the Str1:/, : +50, 
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To my Beloved Pariſhioners : 
the Inhabitants of Sr. Mary 
k Strand, and the Precin(} of 


the Savoy. 


Hongh I intend you a lare 

[ ger Treatiſe upon the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Sup- 

per , by the Name and Title of 
The CRUCIFIED JESUS: 
Tit I was willing to let theſe Dir: fie 
ons come forth, to prepare your Hearts 
for thoſe larger Meditations; not 
but that there are Books enough alrea- 
ay writ upon this Subjef, and by abler 
Pens too; But you having, for ſome 
years paſt, known my Converſation , 
my Temper, my Exhortations, and my 
manner of Speaking, aud Writing ; 1 
thought ſomething of this nature mig ht 
be more uſeful to you, than other 
more elaborate Lucubrations, There 


AZ 7 


The Epiſtle 

ir nothing I am more afraid of, than 
thet thegenerality of you, both young 
ana old, either have not, or will xct 
have, right Apprehenſions of tha! Chr:- 
ſiren Religion, you profeſs ; Some be- 
31g apt to place it in a careleſs, caſt o- 
mary Belief of the Dodarine ;, Some 
in l:aving « few Notorious Sins; O- 
thers, in ſaying their Prajzers; Others, 
in doing no Boay wrong ; Others, again, 
in having good Deſires, and pioms In- 
clinations, All which Opinions are 
Notorious Miſtakes of the Nature and 
Temper of Chriſtianity, which imports 
4 change of Nature, Diſpoſition, aud 
ating contrary to the Flumors, Paſ- 
fions, Manzers, Cuſtoms, and Deport- 
ment of the World : And thu « it I 
muſt ſee, and perceive in you, before f 
can conclude, that my Pains and La- 
bors among you have not been in 
Vain, 

Brethren, my Hearts Deſire and 
Prayer to God for you, us, That you 
may be ſaved. Iw'l aſſure you, this is 


' 229 Complement, uo form of Speech, no 


Wozas 


Dedicatory. 

Words in courſes but the ardent Wiſh 
of my Soul, and my fervent Prayers 
Day and Night: This u the deſire of 
my Soul in private, and in publick : 
For this I fil my Mouth with Argu- 
ments to that God who heareth Pray- 
ers, even then when you do not think 
of me : For this I ſtudy, and take 
pains, and am willing to ſpend my 
ſelf, and to be ſpent ; and your Sal- 
vation is the Obje® of my Care: 
For thut end. I venture your Anger, 
and careſs: your Love: For this end 
I. walk blameleſs among you, and am 
tender of your welfare s For this exd 
E reprove, and exhors, and entreat, 
you, and.run, and ſpend my Breath, 
and all, that you may be ſaved. 

1 am not ignorant of the Devils 
Devices; I am ſenſible of the Nature 
of Sin how apt it is to decetve you ; and 
though I am not with you in all pla- 
ces, I ſee, by the Effe#s, how the Enemy 
of your Souls deals with you, ana-what 
will be the iſſue of a careleſs Life. I con- 
ſider the fhrieks of the Damn'd in 

A 4 Hell, 
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Hell, and would fin keep you from 
that dangerous Gulph. T ſee you ſtand 
upon the brink of Deſtruftion, and 
cannot forbear calling to you, O, do 
your ſelves no harm! The greateſt 
Kyndneſs you can ao me, the greateſt 
Gratituae you can expreſs, the greateſt 
Civility and Reſpe@ you can ſhew me, 
is, to ao accoraing to the wholeſome 
Counſels I do give you : Whatever Con« 
ftreFions ſome of you may put upcn 
theſe Abjurations, the Searcher of all 
Hearts knows this to be true, That 1 
would rejoyce in nothing ſo much, as 
in your Obedience to the Goſpel. 

1 would fain rejoyce with you in the 
Great Day of the Lord Jeſus: I would 
fain ſee. you Glorious Saints in the 
Everlaſting Mazfions :. I would fain 
fee you ſhine as Stars in the Firma- 
ment of Heaven : I would fee you tr1- 
«mph with Angels, ſing with Cheru- 
bim, and joyz the Celeſtial Buire in 
Eternal Praz/es.--- Think what a dif- 
mal ſight it will be in that day, to ſee 
ſome of you weeping ana howling - 
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the burning Lake, that might have 
feaſted with the Son of God, in His 
Father's Kingdom. We that meet to- 
gether in the Church Militant here, 
What a happy, What a Gloriows,. ſight 
would it be, to mxet all in the Church 
Triumphant, when theſe Bodies do-drop. 
feom ws ! 

It is no ſmall Grief to me, to ſee 
ſome of you, who have lived for ſome 
years under my Miniſtry, given to 
the ſame Sins and inordinate Deſires, 
as Drunkenneſs, Swearing,. Lying, 
Cheating, Difſembling, Malice, Wrath, 
Hatred, Paſſion, Careleſneſs, and Neg- 
 lefFof the Lord's Supper, Quarrelling, 

foolinh Feſting, filthy Talk, Erothineſs, 
Pride, Uncleanneſs, &Cc. they were for. 
merly enamonred with. Certainly this 
muſt be aw Argument: againſt- you. in 
that aay, when God ſhall Fudge the ſe 
crets of Men, by the Everlaſting Go- 
Jpel. O,let*s not.be forced to complain 
of. you, that. we would bave-healed 
You, and you would: not be healed. T5 

this end I beſeech you. 
: A 5: r, {o 


The Epiſtle 

t, To make the Rules is the follow 
zng Treatiſe familiar to you. There 
is nothing in it, but what you'll 
find exaGly agreeable to that Word, 
ou which you build your Faith, By 
making them familiar to you, T do 
wot only mean getting them by Fleart, 
bat applying your ſelves to the ſerious 
pradice of them, till you get a habit 
of thoſe Virtues, A ſingle a@ now 
axd they, when you are in a Religi- 
ons Humour, will do no goods but you 
wnſt labor at them ſo long, till they 
come to be incorporated with your Spi- 
rits, and mingle with your Complexi- 
#1, and Conſlitution. 

2. To oblige your Children, ana 
Servants, to learn theſe Rules with- 
out Book, and to admorAſb them to try, 
and ſee, whether they obſerve them in 
zheir Behaviour and Converſation ; to 
ask them often, Whether their Atti- 
ons are agreeable to theſe Rules? And, - 
Whether they are not afraid of loſing 
God's Favour, by negleting ſs great 


Salvation? 
"Y* a 


_—— --—— 
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But then thou muſt ſhew them a 
good Example ; for all your Exhor= 
tations will be buk, Wind, while you 
do not expreſs the poſſibility of li- 
vinz up to theſe Rules in your own 
Lives. Tour Example will make 
theſe Chriſtian Virtues amiable, and 
your Pradtice muſt ſhew, that you be- 
lieve them neceſſary. And, Oh! Flow 
comfortable will it be upon your Death« 
beds, and what Foy will this Teſftimo- 
ny of your Conſciewce canſe, that in 
Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, not 
according to fleſhly Wiſdom, but ac+- 
cording to the Grace of God, you- 
have had your Corverſation in the 
World? God will love you, even he, 


> whoſe loving Kindneſs is better than 


Life it ſelf: His Love will cloſe your 
Eyes: His Love will whiſper the 
glad Tidings of Happineſs in your 
Ears : His Lowe will be your 


- Guide through the Shadow and 


V aley of Death ; and this Love will 
fee you ſafe within the Gates of 
a Bleſ-- 


The Epiſtle, 5c. 
a Bleſſed Eterxity, Which Love, that 


it may become your Portion and. Inhe. 
ritance, 7s, and ſhall be, the hearty 
W:#h and Prayer of 


Your Faithful Friend, and 
Miniſter in Chri# Jeſus, - 


A. Hoxneck; 


THE 


THE. 
TRUE NATURE 
Chriſtian Religion - 

IN 


A ys betwixt a Chriſtian and 
his « own | Conferences: en edn 


—— 


= Conſeience. 


ure, Rouze, "thy; Rar, and As 
wake, thou ſlumbriog Sinner, 
and think, what that Religfon 
means thou doſt profeſs. and 
tell me e ingenuoufly, What. it, is; to be a 
Chriſtian + ? 

\Gpifeiey i{cjen.. It is.N t-only to; pro fels-the 
Doctrine of Feſws Ckrift, but alſo to live 
as.hc. lied 3 tor have the fame Mind _ 
' Spiris 


- - 
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Spirit in me, that was in him; to att up. 
on the great Principle of an unſeen ever- 
laſting Glory ; and to neglect all things, 
rather than the Salvation of my Immortal 
Soul, Fohn 15. 10. Phil. 2, 5. Matth. 16, 
26. Heb. I'2. Ig, 2. | 

Conf. Haſt thou a Soul, that's in a poſ- 
ſibility of being eicher Ecternally Happy, 
or Eternally Milerable ? 

Chriſt, 1 have : For my Soul certainly 
Is not of the ſame Nature with my Body, 
butis a Spiritual Subſtance, Rational, and 
Intelligent as Angels are, and therefore 
Incorruptible ; and fſignally differs from 
Beaſts, being capable of obeying and dif- 
obeying God, Marth. ro. 28. Pſal. 32.9. 
Rev. 22. 8, 9. 1a. 1. 199 20. | 

"Corif. What if thy Soul be capable of 
obeying and diſobeying God, doth that 
make it either Happy, or Miſerable ? 

Chrif, Yes, certainly : For to the Obe- 
dent,” God hath faithfally promiſedEter- 
nal Life, and Glory, when they leave this 
World; and to the Diſobedient, he hath 
peremptorily threatned everlaſting An- 
gviſh and Torment, Rom. 2. 6,7, 3, Heb. 
5. 9. 2.Theſ. 1, 6, 7.8 7 ORG 
” Conf What mi thou da'thei to'be 
faved ©8939 5+ b 61 OO i 70, 111520 


Cirif., 1-matt neceſſatily'obby the Prev 
| : Cepts 
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cepts, and Commands of my Lord and 
Maſter, and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, which 
he hath delivered, and enjoyn'd, either 
with his own Mouth, or by his Apoſtles, 
Fohn 14+. 15, 21. fohn 15. 14 1 Theſſ, 


; Cop c, What ny are thoſe thou art 
bound to obey in order to be ſaved ? 

Chriſt. 1, I muſt neceſſarily curb mine 
Anger and Paſſion, and be very Meek to 
all Men in my Speeches, Anſwers, and 
Actions; gentle, aad not much concern'd 
under any Afﬀront, or Injury done to my * 
Perſon; or when any thing is ſaid, or - 
done, which diſpleaſeth me; and be ready 
to forgive, and forget, all Injuries, 

I muſt not revile, when I am reviled;z 
nor give ill Language to them that re- 
proach me 3 nor revenge my ſelf when it 
liesin my power; nor call Men Fools, and 
Rogues, upon trivial occaſions, $2 

I mult ſo far love mine Enemies, ,as to 
do good to them that hate me, if they 
either defire or want it; bleſs them that 
curſe me, and pray for them that-uſe me 
MI, Matth.5. 22, 44+. Titus 3. 2» Rte 124 
17, 19, 1 Peter 2.21, 23. 7 RE” 

- 2, 1 muſtbe very humble, and baye low 
* and mean Thoughts of my ſelf, and of my 
Worth, Knowledge, Fortune, Dignity, 

; Riches, 
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Riches, Means, and Condition in the 
World, 

I muſt, when I addreſs my ſelf to God 
in Prayer, or Praites, be very vile and 
baſe in my own ſight, and be aſhamed to 
lift up my Eyes and Hands to God. 

I muſt eſteem other Men, in whom I ſee 
any Goodneſs, better than my felf. 

I muſt not commend my ſelf, nor take 
it il}, if other People do not; nor be fond 
of Worldly Reſpe&t and Honour, but 
muſt be Civil, Courteous, and obliging, 
even to the meaneſt, and pooreſt; and 
regard the Honour that comes of God, 
more than the Honour which comes of 
Men. Marth, 11. 29. Mark 10.15. Fohn 5. 
44. Gal. 5.26, 2 Sam. 6. 22. 


3, I muſt be kind and tender-hearted, - 
and-compaſſionate, and love to do good 
to my Neighbour, either by good Advice, 
and Counſel; or Reproof, if he goes on 
in any known Sin; or by my Means, and 
Money and Goods, if he be in want; or 
by my Labor and Induſtry, if I can do-no 
more, according as my Ability, and his 
Necellity require: And-if I know none, 
muſt ſeek our Objetts, upon whom, and _ 
to whom I may do good, Gal. 6. 6, 9, 10: 
Tim. 2. I, 17s . | 

4.1, 


—_— _ 
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4. I muſt ſhun all foreſeen and known 
Occaſions of Evil. | | 

If, by looking on'a Man or Woman, 
any diſhoneſt Luſt, or Deſire, riſe in me, 
| muft cruſh it, and look upon that Perſon 
no more: | muſt not go into Company, 
where | am certain I ſhall be tempted, and 
drawn into Sin. whether it be Drunken- 
nels, or Swearing, or Paſlion, or frothy 
or filthy Talk, or the like, 

I muſt not touch any thing, that would 
raiſe any inordinate Appetite in me ; and 
muſt forbear gaudy Cloathing, and other 
external Ornaments, if-they prove Temp- 
tations to Pride or Loftineſs, and Vanity 
of Spirit, Adatih, 5. 28, 29, 30. 1 Timm 2. 
9. 1Pet. 3, 3, 4. : 

5. I muft labour to be very patient 
under any Temporal Afflictions, whether 
Sickneſs, or Loſles, or other Crofles and 
Diſappointments z and neither' murmur, 
nor-repine, becauſe God, my Heavenly 
Father, ſends it z and hath promiſed; 
That if 1 love him, to turn all theſe 
Troubles unto my unſpeakable good ; and 
deſigns an infinite recompence in Heaven, 
for my Patience,' Fam. 5. 7: Rom. 8. 28: 


Feb. 12, 7,8, 9 


5. I muſt ſtudy great Simplicity in 


\ my Thoughts, Words, Actions, Garb, 


Cloaths, 
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Cloaths, Furniture, Houſes, Meat, Drink, 
and the like, and avoid all. things, that 
may pat'a ſtop to my progreſs in a Spirt- 
tual Life ; and particularly, all ſuch Re- 
creations, as may dull and damp good 
things in me, or bring upon mean aver- 
fion from that Goodneſs and Simplicity, 
which was in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
the Primitive Chriftians, 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
Matth, 10. 16. Phil. 2. 15. 1 Thefſ. 5.22- 
7. Imuſt, in all places, whereverl am,, 
watch over my Thoughts and Speeches, 
and Expreſſions, and Attions, becauſe 
God hears, . and. ſees me, and” is every 
where Preſent; and take: heed, that nei- 
ther any; Temporal Profit, nor Pleaſure, 
nor the Favour of Men, make. me ſay, or 
do, or: comply with any thing, that is 
fiatul,. and I ſuſpect to be ſo, Pſal. 139: 
I, 2,3, 4. Matih. 12, 36. Col. 4i6. 1 Theſſe 
4 445, 6: Atts. 5, 29. : 
\ 8. Imuſt not uſe Equivocations,or men- 
tal Reſervations, when I ſpeak, or take ant 
Oath; or promiſe any thing, or make a 
Bargain, nor tell a Lye wittingly or wile 
fully, though 1 might gain all the Riches 
of the World, or. could ſave my Life by 
it, but ſpeak the Truth when ever ' 
think fit to ſpeak, or give.an Anſiver, let 
the Incorivenience be what it will, _ the 
| an- 


Chriftian Religion. 7 
danger never ſo great, Epheſe 4. 28. 1 Per. 


A 


.I5. 

: ol, I muſt take ſpecial notice of the va- 
rious dealings of God with my Soul and 
Body, and praiſe, and admire him for 
thoſe Providences, whether Spiritual or 
Temporal, as many as come within my 
Cogniſance. 

] muſt praiſe him when I riſe, when I 
te down, when I fit up, when I walk, 
when I eat or-drink, or get any Lavwful 
Gain, or Men are kind and favourable to 
me, E/.5. 11, 12. Pſal, 105. 5. Matth. 6. 
26, 27, 28. 1 Cor, 10. 31. 1 Theſſ: 5.18, 

10, I muſt do the ſame Kindneſſes, Fa- 
yours, and Services, to other Men, which [ 
would have other Men, who are in ſuch 
Circumſtances, do to me, and therefore I 
muſt be charitable, juſt, honeſt, faithful, 
ſincere in all my Dealings with them, and 
put a good ConftruCtion on their donbtrful 
Actions, becauſe 1 would have them be ſo, 
and do ſoto me, Marth. 7. 12. 1 Cor. 13, 
41 5, 6, 7+ Rom. 13.7, 8, 9. 

11. According to the Condition, Call- 
ing, or Relation I am in, Imuſt diſcharge 
my Daty belonging to that Calling,Condi- 
tion, orRelation, with very great Conſct- 
entionſneſs; as a Servant, I muſt be faith- 


| ful or reſpetful to my Maſter or Mi- 


ſtreſs; 
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ſtreſs ; as a Son or Daughter, very tender 
of my Parents welfare, credit, and com- 
mand ; as a Subject, Obedient and Loyal 
to the King, and thoſe who are in Au- 
thority under him, in all lawful Things ; 
as a Member of a publick Church, care- 
ful to preſerve its Peace and Unity; as a 
Husband or Wife, loving, kind, and ami- 
able, to my yoke Fellow ; and in the law- 
ful Calling God hath placed me in, dili-* | 
gent and induſtrious. 1 Pet. 2, 13, 14, 28. 
Eph. 6, I, 4, Jo Col. 3s 1 8, I 99 20,214 22s 
Col, 4. 1. Rom. 12.11. 

72, L muſt delight to think of God, 
and delight to ſpeak of Spiritual things, 
and delight to do the Will of God ; and . 
delight in all theſe, and in other good 
Works, more than in the gaudes, pomp, 
glory, and vanity, of this preſent World. 

I muſt uſe the World, as if I uſed it not, 


. and be very indifferent, whether I] have 


much” of the Worlds Good or no : And 
my chief Aim and Deſign muſt be to get 
a Share in God's everlaſting Kingdom. ] 
Matth. 6.33, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. Pſal. 

112. 1. Pſal. 139. 17. Pſal. 119. 72. 
Conſe. Why art thou obliged to do all 
this, in order to Salvation ? | 
Chriſt. Partly , becauſe God , my Su- | 
preme Goyernour , exprelly c* x 
theſe : 


Chriſtian Rigion. 9 
theſe things to be done ; partly, becauſe 
Eternal Happineſs 1s promiſed to none, 
but ſuch as in good earneſt apply them- 
ſelves to the performance of them ; part- 
ly, becauſe infinite Glory isa thing of that 
conſequence, that it deſerves theſe pains, 
and this excellent temper ; partly, becauſe 


'the Love of God tome is fo great, that 
-I can do no lefs in common Gratitude, 


Matth. 5.20. Matth. 19, 17. Luke 13.24. 
2 Cor. F. I 4 | | 
Conſc, What is that mighty Love of 
God, that challenges ſuch Gratitude ? 
Chriſt. When with the reſt of: Mankind 
I was loſt, and undone in my firſt Parents, 


deprived of all hopes of Mercy and Par- 


don and Salvation; theEternal Son of God, 
to reſtore me to God's Fayour, and to 
make me capable of Pardon, and Eternal 
Salvation, took my Nature upon him, be- 
came Man, ſuffered and died for mez and 


. having by his Death purchaſed this Pardon 


and Salvation for me, offers me theſe Mer- 
cies upon condition of obeying the afore- 
faid Precepts, Jobn 3. 16. Rom. 5. 17, 21. 
2 Cor. 5. 19, We 


Conſc, But what if thou haſt not obey- 


| ed theſe Precepts of the Goſpel, is there 
; anyRemedy or Hopes to recover the Fa- 
; your of God? | 


I 
I 
3 


Chrif. 


To The True Nature of the 
Chrif, 1 muſt neceſlarily repent of my 


Diſobedience with all ſpeed ; and make 


it my Buſineſs, for the future, to live up 
to thoſe Rules, in deſpite of all Com- 
mands and Allurements from Men to the 
- contrary: And upon this Repentance, ſin- 
cere Reſolution, and earneſt Endeavours to 
obey them, I may certainly hope for Par- 
don and Salvation, becauſe he hath pro- 
miſed it, Matth. 11. 28, 29. Ef. 55. 7o 
TFoel 2. 12, 13, I4- x 

Conſe, But is it poſſible, doſt thou think, 
for any Man to obey, and live up. totheſe 
Precepts, ? 

Chriſt, If it were not poſlible for me to 
obey them, I cannot imagine, why God 
ſhould peremptorily require it of me : 


And-theretore I may certainly ſo far obey . 
them, as not to aft wittingly or wilfully, - 
_ or deliberately againſt them; and ſo per- . 


form them, as to make them the ſetled 
Rule of -my Thoughts, Deſires, Words, 
_ and Actions, if I will but uſe the Means 
God hath preſcribed in order to this Ho. 
ly Obedience, Marth. 25. 26, 27. 1 Core 
IO. 13. 1 Foh.5. 3, | 
Conſe, What are thoſe Means, where- 


. by This Holy Obedience may be attain- | 


t Chrift They are Eight; 1. Couſiderati- : 
ol | 


$ 
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7 _ onand Thinking. 2. Earneſt Prayer for 

2 © the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace and Spirit. 

> _ 3. Diligent | Hearing and Reading the 

- _ Word of God. . 4. Asking Advice, and 

e <eonſulting with faithful Miniſters of the 

- - Goſpel, 5. Self Examination, 6. A right 
o Appreheniionof the Nature of God, and 
r- of Spiritualthings, 7, Humbling che Soul 
z- -- with Faſting, - 8. A Conſciencious uſe of 
7, © the Two Sacraments,. the Son of G 

- hath inſtituted, and ordained. | 
©  - Conſe. How is Conſideration, and Think- 
ſe ing, tobe managed? 
Chrif, 1 muſt ſeriquſly, and frequently 
@ - retire, and think with my ſelf, that ſure- 
ly God's Promiſes and Threatnings will-be 
fulfilled ;, that upon the moment of my 
xy - death, there depends Eternity ; and what 
y, * 2 fad and forlornCondition I ſhould be in, 
r- , ſhould Eternal Anguiſh ſeize on my Soul, 
ed when it leaves this World ; and though 
ls, - God be patient, yet he will not be mock- 
ns © ed; that there is no-Soul in Hell at this 
0- . time, but would be glad to obey God, if 
or, 7 they might be freed, and tried once more 
+ hereonEarth; that a work of that con- 
-e- 3 Cern 1s not to be negleted for Trifles; 
in- 5 that my Death is very uncertain, and a 
. % Death-bed js:no place or time to bring 
i- 3 My KIf.to.a habit of Obedience, Devr. - 
| | 320 
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32. 29. Pſal. go. 12, Pſal.. 50. 22, 
Coxſc, What is the Nature of Prayer, 
and earneſt begging for Grace and Afli- 
ſtance of God's Spirit ? ; 
Chriſt. 1 muſt take care, that my Heart 
and Mind do pray as well as my Lips; 
; I muſt be ſenſible of what I pray for, and 
fix my Thoughts. upon God in Prayer, 
' and earneſtly long for his Grace and Mer- 
/cy, and be importunate with him, pray - 
often, and with fervour, like a Perſon that 
am concerned at the dangerT am in; I' 
muſt watch againſt wandering Thoughts, ' 
. orexpel them when they come. in 3 and * 
- my Soul muſt eſteem and prize the Grace'\ 
of God, and Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, * 
- above all the Advantages of the World, © 
and be reſtleſs till I get it, .and take no- 
tice, how God hears and anſwers my* 
Prayers, John 4. 24. Pſal. 66. 18, Pſal. i 
63. I. Pſal. 16. 8. - 
. "Conſe. What doſt thou mean by dilj--? 
. gent Hearing and Reading of the word of:4 
God? t 


Chriſt, When I read or hear it, I muſt 
. read and hear it with Attention, and Re-t 
_ ſolution, to know God's Will, that I mayJ 
do it; Before I read- and hear it, T muſ'Þ 
| beg of God to enlighten me, and to in; 
print-thoſe good Leflons, I ſhall. hear q 

T6ad; 


Chriſtian Religion. I} 
Tead, upon my Soul, and to make them 
r, effectual to me; I muſt apply the general 
ti- Commands I read -and hear, to mine own 
* Soul; and believe, that what God-com- 
rt *mandsall Men,as Chriſtians and Believers, 
; "He commands me in particular, I muſt 
ad - watch againſt worldly Thoughts in read- 
r, "ing, and hearing; and remember, I doin, 
2r- *if Ido not mind whatIread or-hear,Lz4.$, 
ay *28, Mark 4.24. Joh. 5. 39. Pſal. 119.18. 
at ' Conſe, In what -manner. muſt: thou as; 
l mtg of Faithful Miniſters of the. Goſ- 
ts, *Pel 7 f2 
nd * Chriſt. Imuſt go-to thoſe who are very 
ce \erious, or ſend for any of them, :and ask 
it, "them about the ſtate and condition. of my 
1d, *Soul ; and what I muſt do to ſecureGod!'s 
no. Favour; how I muſt go about the great 
my "Work of Salvation, and beg their Dire- 
/al, Etion in performing the Will of God; and 
acquaint them, how it is with me; what 
ili» 'Temptations-I-am ſubject to, and what 
] of: Corruptions I am inclined to: And in- 
treat them to tell- me, how to be rid of 
zuſt them, and oblige them to help me with 
Re- their Prayers, and encourage me to a vi- 
maſ Borous perſuit of the everlaſting Richesz 
nuff #nd-when I haye done ſo, muſt fullow their 
in- Advice and Counſel, As 16, 30, 31, 32» 
x aPark 10, 15; Phil. 51 ve tf 3 
calF © B C9374, 
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Conſe. And what is to be done with 
Selt-Examination ? | 

Chriſt. I muſt frequently look into my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and ſee 
whether they are agreeable to the Rules 
of the Goſpel, every night I mult take 
an account of my ſelf, and conlider, what 
I have been doing in the day time ;. whe. 
ther I-have.not told a Lye, deceiy'd no 
Body, broke forth into no Paſlion, done 


with God in Prayer, taken notice of God); 


amils, I may watch :againſt it the nex: 


3. 4s *? | 
have of God, and Spiritual things ?: 
1, That God is a Spirit Omnipreſent 


O:maiſcient, infinitely Good, and Wik-. 
and Holy, and Juſt, 'and wall be a Re: 


P/al. 3J& 2k! : $40 SOR 3 Fr lads ; s 0909 
2, That thisGod is' Qur- Supreme Gi 
; | VET; 


day;.. and: wheze 1;haye: done well, ] ma; 
admirethe-Goodnets of God, and prail:. 
i him for it, P/al. 4. 4. 2/Cere 13+ 5. Lan, 
Mi Conſe, What Apprehenſions muſt tha .., 


Chri/t, I muſt believe, VC 


Good, reſiſted: Temptations, been often | 


Providences, &c. that, where I have done . 


| 
( 
;C 
I 
O 


warder to them that diligently ſcek hin- ,, 
and puniſh the Diſobedient, either hen}, 
or hereafcer, or both here and. hereaſtey5,, 
' Heb. 11.\Gs PRA 12'6y 7. Pſal, 58. I-#fo 
ov. 4 
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vernor, and hath revealed himſelf to be 
 . Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or oug 
Y Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifer ; and 
*& that there is ſome reſemblance of theſe 
© Three in One in the Sun, in which is the 
Ke Light, and Heat, and Beam, which Three 
at make but one Sup, 1 Fohrt 5; 7, HMatth. 
; 20. 89. 2 Cor. £3. T4 | Ee 
NC ' 3, That all Mankind fell in Adam, the 
un , firſt Man, and, by that Fall, moved God 
el ' to withdraw His Love and Favour from 
U5 / them; and that God the Son, in commi- 
mn: ſeration to our Nature, became. Man of 
XN the Virgin Mary, ſaffered and died; and, 
3) - by his Death, rendered God the Father, 
ult . or, rather, the whole Trinity, kind and 
## : propitious to us, and willing to receive 
us into Favour, and to give us Pardon, 
19 and everlaſting Life, upon the Condiri- 
ons of Repentance and unfteigned Obe- 
 Ydience; and therefore juſtly called Chriſt 
el Jeſus, 5.e. the Anointed Saviour, Rox, 5. 
"1k 8, c, 10. Gal.4.4, 5. Matth, rt. 21. 
RK: 4. That the Scripture, where all thisis 
IM” Trevealcd, is the word of God; becauſe the 
e!-. Men, who revealed this in Scripture, were 
Itujnfpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and in con- 
. 1-#firmation of it, wrought true Miracles, 
*Miracles level'd againſt the Power of 
G $i", and impoſlible ro be done by human 
1 B 2 ſtrength 
g 


% 
*2 
"s 
| 
Gb 
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ſtrength: The truth of which Miracles 
hath been conveyed down to:Poſterity, by 
-multitudes of Eye-witneſſes , and -from_ 
them received by all Chriſtian People, 
Heb. 2. 1,2, 3, 4- 
5- That the:Promiſes and Threatning 
of the Goſpel will infallibly be fulfilled 
ſooner or later, becauſe God cannot Lye 
"if, + 2» 
| 6. That our Soul is not our Breath, 
WOO nor our Blood, nor the Spirits of ou 
Hl | Blood, but a Spiritual Subſtance, able tc 
| live, and att without this groſs Bod; 
| we carry about us; and will dine 
| upon leaving this Body, be obliged to ap 
pear before God, ;and to give him an ac. 
count of its good and evil Works; all : 
according to the prevalency or predem . 
nancy .of either, be made ſenſible of th. | 
Sentence of Abſalution, or Condemnat| .:* 
on, which ſhall be pronounced at the D; 
of Judgment, Luke 16. 22, 23. 
That at the end of this World, thet 
will be a ſolemn day of Judgment, wher p 
in the Bodies of all Men ſhall riſe, an 
be re-united to their Souls ; and the 
- Thoughts, Words, and Adtions þ 
- brought to "light, and judged, and. Se # 
tence ſolemnly pronounced ; and t [ 


Good commanded to take poſſeſſion i 
Eterl 


K o 
1 
* 
a 
"Pp 
o_ 
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Eternal. Joys, and the Bad to go into E- 
verlaſting Torments, 2 Cor, 5. 10, Matth. 


' 25« 31, 45, 


3, That God requires no more of us, 
than we do of our Children, and Servants, 
and-that's Lowe; and that this Love, if 
it be true, and hearty, muſt neceſſarily 
diſcover it ſelf in Repentance , and ſor- 


, row, for offending him. and a ſincere en- 


:deavour to pleaſe and obey him for the 
future, Luk, 6, 46. Malach. 1, 6. 

9. That though by Nature we are ge» 
nerally more prone to Evil than to Good, 
and have a ſtronger Byaſs to Sin than 
Righteouſneſs: Yet God the Holy Ghoſt, 
by his Power and Influences, will certainly. 


+ aſſiſt, and help us to abhor that which is- 


Evil, and to cleave to that which is Good ; 


-1f ſobe, that.by earneſt Prayer, Faſting, 


and Meditation, welong, and breath, for 
his Help and Influences, Luk. 11. 13, 
10, That all-the Service I offer to 


God, mult be performed with my Mind, 


Will and AfﬀeCtions, or with my inward 


Man, and with my Heart; and that 
; without my Mind have the greateſt ſhare 


in the Service, it is inſignificant, and re- 


Jetted: by God, Prov. 23. 25. Matth, 22, 
33 To : 
3 31, That by Believing in Scripture, - 


0 
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for the moſt part, is meant nothing but 
Obeying ; and that he who obeys not the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, doth not believe 
that they are either Divine, or neceſſary 
tobe obeyed, or that the Goſpel is infal- 
libly true, As 6. 7. Heb. 11. 24,25, 26. 
2 Theſſ. 4. 11. 

2, That that frame of Spirit, which 
fits a Man for Et-rnal Happineſs, is nei- 
ther a cuſtomary frequenting the Ordi. 
nances of God, nor ſhunning the groſler 
Sins and Vices of the Age we live in ; 
nor being Maſter of a ſingle virtue; but 
2 Spiritual temper of Mind, which puts 
us upon doing all that's neceſſary to be - 
done in order to Salvation, Row. 8, 5,6, 
$4 1O., | | 

Conſc. What are the Rules to be obſer. 
ved in humbling the Soul with Faſting ? 
Chriſt, I mult frequently, as often as my 
ſtrength will bear it, give my ſelf to Faſting 
and Prayer ; and on thoſe Faſts, wreſtle 
with God for growth in Grace, and- 
ſtrength againſt thoſe Sins I am moſt prone 
and inclined to, and greater Courag 
_ againſt Temptations, q 
I muſt give Alms on that day, for 
the refreſhing of ſome poor Member of 
Chriſt ; and ſpend the day in Supplica-' 
tions, and contemplations of my Sins, _ 
. _ 
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' of the Wrath of God, I have deſerved, 


and of God's Mercy to penitent Sinners 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and in holy Reſolutions 
to be watchful over my Heart for the 
future, that I may perform thoſe Duties 
I have formerly neglefted, and imitate 
holy Men and Women in their Virtuous, 
Practices, E/. 58.6, 7. Matth. 6. 17,18. 
1 Cor,7. 5. 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
| Conſe, Wherein doth the Conſcientious 
uſe of the holy Sacraments conſiſt ? 

Chriſ#, In entertaining right and ſuitable 
Notions of the nature of thele Sacraments, 
and uſing them to.thoſe ends and purpoſes, 


. for which they are deſigned, F/atth. 6. 22. 


1 Cor. 10.31. 
Conſe. What Notions muſt thou enter- 


- tain about theſe Sacraments ? 


Chrif#. 1, That theſe'Sacraments are 
in the nature of Solemn Vows. and Prote- 
ſtations;. That I will be faithful to God 
in Chriit Jeſus, by: the affiſtance of 
the holy Ghoſt; or in the' nature of Co- 
venants, where God and Man do mutual- 
ly engage themſelves one. to another ; 
or in the nature of outward viſible Signs, 
whereby ſome Spiritual thing is repreſent= 
ed, Rom. 4.12. Exod, 13.9. 1Pet. $4.20, 
21, | 

.2, That theſe Sacraments ace ordained 

B 4 and. 
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and: inſtituted by the Son of God, ny 
Saviour; and that Baptiſm, and the Sup- 
penr:of the Lord, are all the Sacraments, 
that are either given by Chrift to the . 
Church, or need to be received by the 
Church of Chriſt, Marth. 28. 194. 1 Cor. 
I 1-23, 2h Ae 

'3. That Baptiſm is a ſignificant Cere. 
mony, whereby Children, Men, and Wo- 
men, ate waſhed with Water; which 
Waſhing imports God's Pardon for our 
Sins; and our Duty to keep our ſelves 
pure from Sin for the future ; God pro- 
niſing the one, and we the other, 1 Pez, 
3. 24, 1 Cor. 6, IT | | | 

4+ That though Children can make no 
ſuch promiles, yet it's fit they ſhould be 
Baptized ; becauſe they are part of the 
Nations which Chriſt thould have Bap- 
tized,. and: are Diſciples, and in the Co- 
venant of Grace : = Sp enough, that 
other Perſons prom : for them as their 
Guardians; . which Promiſe they are 
bound: to perform, when they come to be 
of Age, Ads 2. 38, 39.. 

5. That the Bread and Fine ſet before 
the Congregation in the Sacrament of the 
Lord"s Sapper, repreſents, or puts me in 
mind of,. the Crucified Body and Blogd 


of Chriſt ; - or rather of the. Benefits. of 1 


Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's 'Death', which are* pardon” of” 
Sin, and a right to Eternal Bliſs: And 
moreover, aſlures me, that if I 'eat and 
drink in this Sacrament with unfeigned 
purpoſe of mind, to make Conſcience of 
whatever Chriſt commands me, that the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Death and Suffer- 
ings, viz, Gad's Pardon, and a right to 
Everlaſting Glory, ſhall as verily be ap- 
plied to me, and become one with my 
Soul, -as the Bread and Wine, which re- 
preſent thefe' Benefits, become one with 
my Subſtance, x Cor. 10, 16. 

6, That coming to the Lord?s Sup- 
per, is the ſtrongeſt Engagement toa ho- 
ly Life; becauſe 1 do there perſonally, 
freely, and ſolemnly, remember the death 
of Chriſt, and that my Sins cauſed his 
death; and do proteſt to allow my ſelf 
no longer in them, but to imitate Chri/# 
Feſws in his Meekneſs, Patience, Humili- 
ty, Charity, and Goodneſs, 1 Cor. 11. 
24, 25- 

Conſe. How muſt theſe Sacraments be 
uſed, in order to thy preſent and everlaſt- 
ing Comfort ? 

Chriſt. 1. AsSto Baptiſm, I muſt be bap- 


 tiz'd but once, becauſe that initiates - 


and admits me into the fellowſhip of? 


.; Chriſtians, and gives me a Righc and 
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Title to the uſe of the means of Grace; 
and this need to be done but once: All 
that is to be done after this, is to keep. 
a good Conſcience towards God, and to- 
wards Man, in the uſe of thole means, 
according to the promiſe made 'for me 
when 1 was waſhed with Water, Ephe/. 
&». J- | 

4 As to the Supper of the Lord, that 
Fequires my frequent coming; becauſe 1 
ftand in need of frequent renewing, not 
anly of my Repentance, and Love to God. 
and Charity to my Neighbours z but of 
the motives and enforcives to.theſe Gra- 
ces, whereof the Remembrance of the 
Love of God in the death of Chriſt, is 
the greateſt, and moſt remagkable, x Cor. 
Ll. 26, | 
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CHAP. I: 
A Preparatory Medit ation to bring the 
Mind into a ſerious Frame... 


. Confcience. 

F it not-fit, O my Soul, thon ſouldeft 
pauſe a little on thy Redeemers Death, 

before thou goes to remember-it with the 

Congregation'?. 'There are thoſe Charms 

; a that Death, which, if rightly. — 

; will.. 


li "© 2% The Fireof the Altar. | 
wil will be invincible Motives to thee to dye © 


to 4 fffol Life, and to embrace the hgly 
Life of Jeſus. | 

Shouldeſt not tHow think ? Shouldeſt not 
thou cry ? 


* . ; . —_ 
$3: 4-3 "T 4 
," 


O, that I had Wings like a Dove, that 
I might fly awgy,.to. Golgotha, and behold 
the dreadful Spectacle of God,” Erucified 
for the Sins of the Children of Men! A 
. mighty Miſtety [this {.-. To. the Fews a 
Stumbling-block and to the Greek: Fooliſh- 


n&&s :: Whet:alt the: Fewiſh Rabbine.could. 


not ſee, what the greate Featheh Sages 
could not find out, that hath God reveal- 
ed. O God! Thy Ways are not as our 
Ways, nor are thy Thoughts as our 
Thoughts. We <cntertain mean appre- 


henſions of Thee, ſuch as our narrow 
Underſtandings yield; but thou loveſt to - : 
do all things contrary: tos the Meaſures 


we poor Mortals take. This hath been 
Thy method, ever ſince Thou haſt thought 
fit ro plant a Church in the Workd.! 
Thou did*ſt fend. Lor into Sodom, ::ands 
contrary to Mens imagination, did'ftpte- 
ſerve him from the infecion- of :that 


Beaſtly Crew, In the-mid'Rt of an.ldola- 
; | " trous © 


- 
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trous Country; Thou did'ft bid Elijah 
ſtand up, and declare Thy Naine to the 
beſotted [/razlites : A place, where to own 
the true God, was fatal ; and to make 
mention of ThyWorſhip, Hereſie : Where 
to profeſs the Faith, was counted Madaeſs ; 
and not to imitate the Luxury of the Age, 
a Crime unpardonable. Among the wick- 
ed Men of Ana:hoth, thou did'it ſeparate 
Feremiah for the Prophetick Officez and, 
in the Land of Uz, crowded with Pagans 
and Infidels, gaveſt Fob a Heart to fear 
thy Providence. Out of Uz, the Metro- 
polis of Chaldean Superſtition,” thou did?ſt 
call the Beloved Abraham; and . vouch» 
ſafedſt to him the Knowledge of thy Will, 
in a crooked and perverſe Generation, 


 Thoudid'ſ fill the baſhful Adeſes with cou- 


rage to talk to Kings; and a tinorous Aa- 
rox, by thy Order,. can controul Atheiſts 
and Idolaters.. Thou Joveſt to cteate a 


+ World ont of nothing; and tocall things 


that are, outof thoſe which do not appear, 
Thou loveſt to do things, which, to us, 
ſeem impoſlibilities, and when the Fig-tree 
doth not bloſſom, lovyeſt to'produce moſt 
pleaſant Frait.. When Calamities are be- 
come:dangerous, and paſt Rentedy, thou 


. loveft toſhew thy healing hand 3-and when 
2 no probabilities of help appear, declareſt 


thy 
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thy Power and: Glory, Thou loveſt to 
bring forth Grapes from: Thorns, -and 
Figs from Thiltles z; and out of a- bar- 
ren. Soil, or. curſed Ground, many times 
letteſt the richeſt Spices grow, When 
all Mankind lay in darkneſs, and was co- 
vered with the ſhadow of Death.; when 


Devils plaid about them, and the Furies. 


of the burning Lake laid hold of them ; 
when the fiery Dragon was ready to 
devour them, and the old Serpent gding 


to. ſwallow up their Souls : Behold, thy: 
Son appears from Heaven , frights the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and all immediately; 

- diſappear. | 


IT. 


Ah! My deareſt Jeſn! Meekeſt of 
Kings, and fairer than all the Children 
of Men! I. behold Thee reigning and hang-- 
10g on the Croſs! Reigning ; for in de- 
ſpight of all the Reproaches of thine Ene-- 
mies; thouwalt ſtill the everlaſting King, 
and Saints and Angels bowed te Thee 
when thy Body was: torn, bruiſed, and 
wounded 9qn:the. Tree, :their Reproaches: 


could not dethrone Fhee, their virulent- 


Fongues. could not make Thee leſs than: 
thou wert ; 
- might 


'Chele. impotent Wretches! | . 


r1 
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I 
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5 © might bark at the Sun, but could not 

_ eclpſits Glory. Thou couldſt have de- 

” ſtroy*d their Tongues, but wouldſt not ; 

3 and it was a Royal Act, not to puniſh 

| them, when thou hadſt the greateſt Provo- 

cations. Omy Lord! I ſee Thee blotting 

, out the Hand-writing, which was againſt 

;. * me; Howred were the Characters! How 

bloody were the Lines !. Yet thy Blood 
\ _ makes themas white as Snow, 


LIE 


O my Lord: I hear thy words ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, and piercing, 
to the dividing aſunder of the Bones and- 
Marrow : 1 hear thy Complaints, I mean, 
which broke the Rocks, and ſhook the 
Earth, and ſhall not my Heart be moved 
at them? For Thee, the Son of God, to 
cry out, My Scul is exceeding ſorrowful, even 
anto death! Who. can hear this? Wha 
can think of it, and not ſtand confound- 
ed ! For Omnipotence to ſink thus ! For 
infinite PerfeCtion to faint thus! For Him 
that ſat oa the Circle of the Earth, and 
before whom all Nations were as 
Graſhoppersz. for Him thus to. ſwoon, 

. _ - Thus to weep, thus to mourn! Whar 
 /; Could be the reaſon? O. thou Prince of 
: Peace ? 
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28 The Fire of the Altar, 
Peace! For the iniquity of thy People; 
Thou was ſtruck; for the Sins of the 
World, Thou didR ſuffer Baniſhment, and 
waſt uſed, as if ' Thou hadſt not been 
anointed with Oyl, or been guilty of the. 
Crimes Thy Foes accuſed Thee of. The 
Snares of death did encompaſs Thee, 
Thy Friends forſook Thee ; And Thy 
Heritage,like a Lyonout of the Wood,did 
roar againſt Thee ; O my Bowels, be ye 
troubled at this remembrance! O my 
flinty Heart, canſt thou ſee thy Lord, as 
it were, crucified before thine Eyes, and 
not break out into Floods of Tears! O 
Jeſu! Thou cryeſt to thy Father, and he 
hears the not! He ſeems to be cruel to 
his Son, and deaf to thy Lamentations ! 
The Windows of Heaven ſeem to be ſhut, 
and a Veil to be drawn over all the Joys, 

and Comforts, and Conſolations, that for- 
merly watered and enriched thy Soul ! 
See, how dry, and barren, and burut up, 
this precious Soul appears. No ſhowers 
from above come down, no Sun ſhines 
upon itz the Stars of Heaven with-hold 
their influetice, and ſcarce an Angel will 
ſtr to thy Aſſiſtance. O Thou who art 
all Glorious within, and art Thy Self the 
Glory of the Univerſe! Were my Sins 


. laid in a Balance, they would weigh hea- 


Vier 


; of Myrrh, Alloes and Caſſia and caſt ſuch 


The Fire of the Altar. 29 
vier than the Sand on the Sea ſhore; and 


- then, What need I wonder, that Thon 


cryeſt ſo. loud under the heavy load ? For 
the Arrows of the Lord ſtick in thee, 


and his Hand preſſes thee ſore. 


; & Ho 
O Blefſed Nazarite ! Whiter than Snow, 
brighter than the Sky, purer than the Sun ; 
How is thy. Face disfigured with Grief ! 
How: da thine Eyes languiſh! How diſmal 
doſt thou appear | Is this the Face that was 
the Perfection of Beauty? Is this the Fqce 
that was once the deſire of all Nations,? 
Is this the Face,. which ſo many Prophets 
and Righteous Men have deſired to ſee ? 
Is this the Face that Abraham long?d to: 
behold, and the Patriarchs were ambiti- 
ous to have a view of ? Is this the Face, 
admired by Angels, and dreaded by De- 
vils? What is thy Beloved more than 
another Beloved ? O thou faireſt among 
Women ! Is this the mighty Bridegroom 
of the Church, who was once transfigue 
red on the Holy Mount, and his Face did 
ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment became 
white as the Light? Is this he, whom 
God anointed with the Oyl of Gladneſs 
above his Fellows; whoſe Garments ſmell 


a- 
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2 ſcent, that the Daughter of Tjre came | 


with a Gift, and the rich among the peo- 
ple entreated his Fayour? How is he al- 
ter*d! How is his Countenance chang?d ! 


How 1s the Gold become dim, and the 


fine Gold chang'd! Yet ſtill thou art 
lovely to a Soul that ſees farther than 
the outſide, Still thou art a Cordial to 


fainting Spirits. Still thou art a Fountain 


of living Waters. Still thou art the Joy 
of the whole Earth, the Light of Hea- 


I 
4 


ven, and the Song of S:0-z, My Thoughts, 


O Lord, ſhall foilow thee to the Croſs. 
Methinks I fee, how thou art going to 
die; thou lookeſt back on thine Enemies, 


and, notwithſtanding all their Aﬀeonts, 


oftereſt them Mercy. O Incompreheinſi- 
ble Goodneſs! Even then, when thou art 
lifted up to the infamons Tree, thou 
| draweſt, and inviteſt all Men to thee, 
thou preacheſt on the Croſs, and thy 
very Wounds are Sermons to the Children 
of Men; and thy Blood trickling down, 
is an exhortation to Repentance. Sure- 
ty it is good for me to adhere unto thee, 
non to count it death to be ſeparated from 
TNEeEe, 
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V. 


O, Whither ſhall 1 go but to thee, who 
haſt Words of Eternal Life / Thou art my 
Sun, by thee I ſhall be enlightened, by 
thee my Soul ſhall be warmed; O, how 
comfortable are thy Beams! What a pro- 
greſs muſt that Soul make, on which thou 
ſhineſt, and darteſt thy glorious Rayes! 
Thou are that lofty Cedar, whoſe Boughs 
overſpread the Believing World! : 


VI. 


Under the fhadow of that Tree will I 
reſt : It is for the healing of the Nations. 
I will be glad in the Lord, and rejoyce in 
my bleeding Felus, While the World 
deſpifes thee, I-will honour thee; while 
great Men paſs by, .and regard thee not, 
I that am poor and needy will wait to-be 
refreſhed by thee! 


VIL 


Go, ye Fools! Be, be enamoured with 
your Trifles, admire your Butterflies, 
doat on your ſenſual Pleaſures : Here 
is ole that looks charming in his Tears, 

| lovely 
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lovely in his Blood, amiable in his Wounds, 
and is mare beautiful 'in the midit of all 
his diſtreſſes, than the brighteſt Virgins 
Face, adorned with all the glittering 
Treaſures of the Eft, [463 - 


THEE» 


O my Strength ! By thee 1 deſire to 
be comtorted, and ſupported. O, anoint 
my Eyes with thy Sovereign Eye-ſalve, 
and I ſhall ſee, and live. O, that the 
Clouds, which dwell on my Underſtand- 
_ ing, were diſperſed, that I might look 
' upon thee ſtedfaſtly! O, then thou 
wouldſt -appear more lovely to me on the 
Croſs, than-Cre/#s in in his Throne, or:So- 
loms in all his Glory! God forbid that I 
ſhould: glory in any thing, fave in the 
Croſs of Chriſt, In this lie hid vaſt 
Treaſures of Sweetues! O, my Jeſus! 
Make me. comfortable to thy- Death, and 
giveme leave to carry thy marks in my Bo» 
dy: -Let me be crucified with thee ; and. 
let Chriſt for ever live in me. 


IX. 
Canſt thou live in a Soul that hath _ 


abuſed thy Mercy, lighted —_—_— EY 
and ; 
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-and ſo often baffled : the Stratagems- of 
thy Compaſlion?: I believe, :Lord! O 
-help my Unbelief, Thou camelſt to call, 
-not the Righteous, but Sinners, to repen- 
tance, O then my Husband will love 
me, my Redeemer will come and live 
with me; for my Repentings are kindled, 
I hate the Sins that have defiled my Soul ! 
Away, ye Swine ! Here are no Devils to 
enter in, I am to receive my Bride- 
groom into my Heart. Come, Lord Jeſu, 
.come quickly ! Thou art the welcomeſt 
.Gueſt I know! How happy ſhall I be, if 
thou wilt lodge in this earthly Taber- 
nacle! Happier, than if all the Angels 
_ Heaven took up their Habitation 

ere ! 


h, 587 

O ye beſotted Jews, What makes you 
run ſo faſt to kill the Lord of Life ? Ye 
cannot live without him, and what evil 
ſpirit doth poſleſs you, to kill and murther 
him? Can you think of -his Miracles, and 
do ſo? Can you refle&t upon his Do- 
Ctrine, and attempt ſuch Villanies > Can 
you remember, how he taught you in the 
Temple, even to Aſtoniſhment, and ven- 
ture on: ſuch Proceedings? Can you call 
ro 
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to mind how he hath purged your Conn: : 
try of Devils, and your Sick of their Dif. 


eaſes, and ſufter the Devil to enter in- 
ro you. 


X1, 


O dreadful SpeQtacle ! O that my Head 
were Water! Who will riſe with me 
againſt the Wicked ? O thou that art pu- 
rer than the Lillies, purge me with Hyl- 
op, and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, and 
my filthineſs ſhall not be ſeen! ©, bathe 
me in the Fountain opened for the Houle 
of Judah, and Feruſalem, and I ſhall look 
fairec than the Children, which fed on the 
Meat of the King of Babylon's Table. O 
my God, I thirſt for thee, as dry Land 
after Water, My Soul flies and flutters 
about, like Noah's Dove, and can find 


no reſt, till it gets inzo the Ark. Great |. 


Gate of Mercy, opento me ; hide me from 
the wrath of an offended God, and make 
a Covenant of Peace with me. Ah! Who 
would not love thee, that hears thee pray 
for thy greateſt Enemy. 


X II. 


© lovely Bridegroom of my Soul ! | : 
wourd 4 
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* wound my Heart, that it may be ſick 


of Love. How kind art thou, even to 
thy moſt hard-hearted Foes! What a 
Motive is this to loye thee ! What need- 
eſt thou care what becomes of ſtubborn 
Sinners! Why ſhouldſt thou trouble thy 
{elf about Wretches, that will have none 
of thee, that will have their Dirt and 
Dung, and Traſh, and Husks, and pre- 
ter theſe Trifles before Heaven, and a Sea 
of Glory? Thou canſt live without the 
Saciety of Men ; at leaſt, thou need'lt no 
ſuch Company : Yet thou longeſt for 
their Pardon and Happinels, as if they 
had been thy greateſt Friends, '. Was 
ever Goodneſs like this ? O that my 
Thoughts and Contemplations might be 
always buſie about this Love! This is no 
vulgar. Love, the Love of David to 
Tonathan ; the Love of Facob to Rachel ;, 
the. Love of Brethren, Siſters, ' Friends, 
will bear no reſeinblance here !' Moſes his 


| Loye to the [azlires, for whoſe fake, and 


{@ they might but continne in God's Fa- 
your, he was content to be blottcd out of 
God's Book; and Sr. Paul's Wiſh to be 
even accurſed of Chriſt, for his Kinſmen 
of the Jewiſh Nation: Theſe Demonſtra- 


-tions of Love come ſomewhat nearer , 


but {till thy Love ,. my deareſt Lord , 
bs lUTs 


36 The F zre of the Altar. 


ſurpaſſes all theſe, as the light of the Sun : 
doth that of the Moon, and the leſſer 
Stars. They borrow'd their Love from. 
thine, and lighted their Candle by thy  * 
brighter Firez that which was exceſs of 
Love in them, was but a ſpark of thar 
Charity , which overſpread thy larger - 
Soul, x | | 
XIII, | 

| They did but wiſh to dye for the Peo- 
-ple; thou didſt aRyally expire for their + 
good: Their Love was confined to a fin- 
gle Nation; thine extended tothe whole 
World; theſe Men wereſtill their Friends, 
that they wiſh'd to be miſerable for ; but _ 
thoſe thou ſuffereſt for, were thine 
Enemies : Theis Love had great defects *: 
mingled with it ; but thine was pure and © 
ſpotleſs: Theirs had Clouds and Miſts - 
to darken it ; thine was all Light and ' 
Glory : Theirs was a ſudden tanſport, '* 
which might not laſt many days; but 
thine was conſtant to a Miracle, and thoſe * 


whom thou lovedſt, . thou lovedſt unto 
the end, FY P | 


" — Fog 
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y * Great Emperor of Souls! Thou 
f hangedſt betwixt Thieves, and not with= 
3t Out reaſon; for thou ſtealeſt the Heart 
r . away, What Heart can fee thy Beauty, 
and forbear being enamoured with it ? 
Thou doſt raviſh my Soul with thine 
Eyes of pity. To ſee thee calt a fayour- . 
_ able look on ſuch a Monſter as I am ;; who 
> . can forbear falling in Love with ſo much 
cr «+ Clemency? 1 amaCaptivein this World, 
- "The Law of my Membery makes me cap- 
e tive to the Law of Sin : O take me by 
5s force from that Priſon! O ſet me as a 
it Seal upon thy Heart! Rule thou in my 
e Members, erect a Trophy over my Head, 
s and rejoyce in conquering me, O let me 
4 © be content to undergo the Crols, and re- 
-s . Proach with thee ! That thou mayeſt re- 
4 member me now thou art in thy Kingdom ! 
t, 'O remember me with the Fayour thou 
t +beareſt unto thy People! | 


e 
0 XV, 


: O my Jeſus! Who can hear thee cry, 7 
 47hirit, and not wiſh for Riversot Tears? 
' 4 What canſt thou thirſt. for, but the Sal- 

3 CG vation 


_ ——— — =_ b cc — 
- —_ ee, _ _— 
_ Ae ame, _ > — — 
o wes As we... nem 

c———_—_— c— =_ = CIT — 

Rs en os ren —_ _ 

ME 9 een, oe eegrtrema— 
_ - a 


_ —_ 
XXX AE ET ICICI rg enmgme——n 
. 


38 The Fire of the Altar. 


vation of Mankind ? Thou cameſt for 
that purpoſe from Heaven; left thoſe 
brighter Manſions to invite poor Sinners 
to the mighty Banquet there. For this. 
thou did'ſt travel up and down, and en- 
dured*lt Cold and Hunger, and Weari- 
neſs; for this thou wrovghteſt Miracles; 
for this.thou didſt intreat, rebuke, preach: 
the Word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; 
for this thou could'ſt be content to want 
a place where to lay thy Head ; for this 
thou tauvghteſt daily in the Temple, 
ſometimes on the Mount, ſometimes in 2 
Ship, ſometimes in a Deſart, for this thy 
Soul did long ; for this thou ſuffered'ſt; 
for this thou waſt buffeted, beaten, brui 
ed and wounded, even becauſe thou 
would”ſt not give over calling poor de 
Iuded Sinners to a ſenſe of their Duty: 
for this thou thirſtedſt here ; the rud: . 
multitude fancies, it Is either Water 
ſome -Cordial thou wiſheſt for: They ' 
meaſure thy condition by their own ſer 
fual Appetite. But they were purer de 


_ fires that glow*'d in thy Breaſt. Iti 


Water, indeed, thou thirſted?ſt for bi 
_ſach Water as David made his Bed t 
#fwim in. The Tears of a penitent Sor : 

are the Wine thou longeſt for; the: | 

are the Drink the Son of God thirſts ai | 
[6% 


"N 
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ter, Weep, weep, mine Eyes, that the 
- Lord Jeſus may drink, and be ſatisfied! 
O Lord, I have given thee Gall] to 
drink, I have offered thee the Cup 
- of Trembling and Aſtoniſhment. Ah, 
bitter ! Ah, wretched Drink ! worſe than 
the fouleſt Ditch-water! Drink, my dear- 
eſt Lord, Drink of the Brook by the Way, 
Drink of theſe Tears: Drink of this Holy 
Water, I do ſhed. O, it is the Sweat of 
- a grieved Soul; of a Soul weary of Sin, 
and heavy laden with the ſenſe of it! My 
Heart melts, my Soul diſſolyes at the 
Thoughts of my Foilies. Drink up this 
Heart of mine, and let it mingle with 
thy Bowels of Mercy. Here, Lord! ac. 
cept of the Vows I offer thee! Behold, 
and viſit this Vine, which thine own 
right Hand hath planted ; Shine upon it, 
Lord; let it bring forth pleaſant Grapes, 
no more Grapes of the Vine of Sodom; 
\ but Grapes ſweet, and which may cheer 


oo the Heart of God and Man, 


AVI. 
The Driak- Offerings I bring to'thze, 
' are inſatiable Defires after thee , the 
| moſt fervent Breathings of my Heart af- 


F ter thy Grace and Mercy, O, receive 
x them graciouſly, and love me freely. | 


2 bring 
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bring no Rivers of Oyl, no Rams, no '! 
Bullocks with Horns and Hoofs. Thou | f 
deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would 1 give it © 
thee; thou delighteſt not in Burnt-Of- - 
terings: Thou wilt take no Bullock out 
of my Houſe, nor He-Goats ont of my - 
Folds; for every Beaſt of the Foreſt is 
thine, and fo is the Cattel upon a Thou- © 
ſand Hills, Thou knoweſt all the Fowls 
of the Mountains, and the Wild-Beaſts of 
the Field, are thine: If thon were hun- 
gry, thou wouldſt not tell] me; tor the 
World is thine, and the fulneſs there. 
of, Thou wilt not eat the Fleſh of B:!'s, 
nor drink the Blood of Goats ; but the © 
Offerings thou expecteſt, are "Thankſ 7 
givings, and paying my humble Vows to*” 
thy Divine Majeſty, and calling upon; 
thee inthe day of Trouble. O my God,:: 
my Soul fainteth for thee! When ſhall 
I come to appear before thee? My Soul 
is caſt down within me ; When wilt thou 
comfort me ? 1 long for thy Salvation; 1 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ; 1. 
{ce Beauty and Splendor, and Exceljency, 
init, and would fain be cloathed with 
that Ornament, Thou deſerveft my 
ſrongeſt deſires, my *moſt vigoron.. 
Breathines, wy moſt lively Pantings after. ” 
thee, Not to long alter thee, 15 tobe} 
as 
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- | The Five of the Altar, an 
10 + a Stranger to real Bliſs; not to fo.!ow 
21 | hard after thee, is to be ignorant of thy 
it. Riches, *and the plenty of thy Houle. 
f. - Burt what dol talk of deſires of a ſingle 
at -- Heart? Would to God, that all Man- 
ay - kind might offer unto thee their reaſon. 
is able Service, thou deſervelt it, and de- 
n-- ſerveſt all the Love of Angels too. But 
[4 thou deſireit nothing ſo much as rhe 
of Hearts of the Children of Men. The An- 
n-. gels are happy already, only Mankind lies 
he  Ingulfed in miſery; and ſo great is thy 
e. Charity, that, having taken their Nature 
'« _ Upon thee, thou would? wiiingly make 
he = Them equal with Angels. | | 


1-6 
to” XVII. 


ry. Great Darling of th? Holy Trinity! 


What haſte dolt thou make to dye! 


Il 
s" How doſt thou run to redeem the Sons 
of Men! Nothing can hold thee, nothing 


12 can. refrain thee ; got thine own Great- 
bs Son of God, not Love os OY being the 
y, _ ſervation, Thou didſt love me better 
th than thy ſelf. How: didſb thou fly to 
NJ my deliverance! How dolt thou leap 
uw in to prevent my hurt! No Devils can 
e-: fright thee, no danger. terriile thee, 
RE - C.3 r0 
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no pain diſcourage thee, no anguiſh. 
make thee afraid. Thou longeſt till the 
great Work be done. T he other Male-. 
factors, that are crucified with thee, - 
( what Honour had theſe Wretches, and 
yet were not ſenſible of it! One, at laſt, 

opens his Eye, and fees it, and ſtand 

amazed ; Thele ) held out longer on 

the Gibbet, but thou bidſt death come 

away, and ſeize thy Life! Its a Pleaſure 
to thee to die. O, ſurprizing Mercy! 

Other Men ſeek to eſcape death as long 

as they can; they run away from the 
ſight of the Monſter : If they do but 
ſee the ſhadow of it, they tremble, and 
to them death is truly a King of Ter-/ 
rors. Thou goeſt out to meet it, as that 
which muſt put an end to thy Sufferings, © 
and my miſery, Its death to thee nat _ 
to die. Thou chideſt it for ſtaying. Thou 
haſt a Baptiſm to be baptized with; and, - 
Oh, what would?ſt thou, that it were ac | 
compliſhd ! | 


XVIII, 


Ah, My Lord! I fee thy dying Lips, 
from which dropt Speeches ſweeter than 
Honey, and the Honey-comb. Death is : 
going to cloſe them up, yet, O, vouchſafe . 
me 4 a 
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me a Look that may refreſh my Soul. 
And now the Glory is departed from 
Tae! : The Saviour of the World gives 
up the Ghoſt ! O, let me die with thee! 
O, draw me after thee, and I ſhall live! 

I wonder not, that the Graves open at 

thy death, and the Rocks rend, and the 

Sun hides his Face 3 but I wonder the 

whole Earth did not diſſolve, and Nature 

it ſelf did not run into its primitive Chaos: 
and Confuſion, | | 


XIX, 


O, my Ccucified Maſter ! How ill art 
thou rewarded for thy Kindneſs 2 Thou- 


. wert Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 


Lame ; thon wert a Father to the Poor, 
and a Staff tothe Aged : Thou did*it cauſe 
the Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy : Thou 
did*lt_ deliver the Poor that cryed , the 
Fatherleſs, and him that had no helper. 
Unto thee, Men gave ear, and walted 
and kept ſilence at thy Counſel; after 
thy Words, they ſpake not again, and thy 
Spcech dropp*d upon them : The naked 
d:ck*d themſelves with the Wooll of thy 
Sheep, and thy door was open to the 
weary I raveller, But now, they that are 
younger than thou, have thee in dert- 
C4 ſion, 
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fion z and they that were Children of 7 
Fools, Children of baſe Men, Men viler :: 
than the Earth, gape vpon thee : Thoy /. 
art their Song, and art become their By. 
word ; they abhor thee, . and flee far from 
thee, and ſpare not to ſpit in thy Face: ® 
They marr thy Path, they fet forward” 
thy Calamity : Terrors are turned upon ' 
thee, they perſue thy Soul as the Wind; +. 
and thy welfare paſſes away as a Cloud, | 


XR, 


© infinite Patience! Yet theſe Sinners . 
are offered Salvation by him, whom they # 
abuſed thus, Salvation ! What dolI hear! 
O, then there is hopes for me, for I have 
been one of thy Enemies! I have mock*d # 
thee by my Sins ; IT have derided thy & 
Sufferings by my contempc of thy Laws; "* 
I have ſcorn*d thee, by preferring mine 
oivn Will before thine; I have ſpit upon * 


' thee by my filthy Communications; [ 


have abuſed thee by' ſheltring my Sins - 
ncder thy Croſs; I have diſhonoured - - 
thee by my Life, diſgraced thee by my 7 
careleſsneſls, buffeted thee by my impa- -* 
tience , affronted thee by my Pride, /% 
made light of thy Power and Goodneſs 
by my miſtruſt of thy Providence; un- 

dervalued 7 


IN 
s 
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Z dervalued thy Love by my, Aﬀection to 
of + Vanity: And yet thou ſtretcheſt forth 
er. thine Arms to lay hold on me, art loth- 
2u . to ſee me periſh, unwilling to ſee me 
y.44 undone, and proclaimeſt Mercy to a for- 
& Ilorn Wretch! Bleſſed News! O King of 
.# Kings , thou cryeſt, 7: x fulfiled.;, the 
rd Work is done,the vaſt Work of Redempti- 
21. on; now thy. Father*s Anger is broke ; 
|, +, Now the Flood Gates of Indignatian are 

; ſhut; now Heaven ſtands open; now thy - 

= Father*s Boſom is held out to all that . 

- thirſt after thee, 


rs : XXL, 


2 . Hear this, all ye Priſoners! Liſten to. 
+ this Meſſage, ye guilty Souls! Come all. 
= that are laden with the ſenſe of Sin! Open 
- the Door! Throw off your Chains! Run 
** to this Rock! Make haſte to- this Foun- 
e .tain! Kiſs this Son! Make much of this 
n _ Light! Embrace this Mercy ! Do you 
[ - diſpute the thing ? Do you queſtion whe- 
3s © ther you ſhall do it, or no? Is it poſſible 
4 _ -you can ſtand out? Is it poſſible you can 
y \-:demur upon it ? Is it poſlible your Hearts 
;- -- do not turn within you? Can you refuſc: 
4 your Cordial? Negleft the Medicine thar 
2 malt recover _y_ Slight the Remedy 
* 3 M.49 
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that muſt fetch- you to life again ? O Je- 
ſa! Thou haſt doneall things well? Thou 
haſt made the Blind to ſee, and the Dumb 
to ſpeak; and:the Deaf to 'hear. ©: open | 
thou my Eips, and my Mouth ſhall ſhew | 
forth. thy Praiſe, Open theu mine Ears, | 
and let me hear thy loving Kindneſs be. , 
Times. in the morning. O, open thou | 
mine Eyes, and I ſhall ſee how Sweet. and Þ 
Gracious thou art, l 


XX1!l, 


O, my Life! Thou dyed'ſt; and dy. | 
10g, tulfilledſt thy. Eather*s Will ; for, in- & 
deed, It was fit, that one Man ſhould dye 
for the people, "and that the whole Nati. 
on periſh not; Ah! What would Man- 
kind haye done, if thou had*ſt not paid 
the Ranſom ? Whither muſt they have 
fled for Refuge, if thou had?ſt not given F 


thy ſelf a Sacrifice? They muſt have wan- * 
dred about in Caves and Dens, deſtitute, : 


tormented, afflicted, diſconſolate , lived 
IN perpetual fear of Death, andthe dread- * 
ful. Conſequences of it.. Death-muft have | 
been for ever a King of Terrors to them: 
If they had but: look*d upon that: Hell, | 
that:Death would have open'dinto, how + 
could they. but have liycd in perpetual _ 
hocrogt 
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horror! There could have been no hope 
of Mercy, no probability of Bliſs; their 
Souls would have been in Eternal Confu- 
ſion, always doubting, always afraid, al- 
ways upon the rack. O, my Jeſu! Thou, 
through Death, haſt deliver*d them, who, 
through fear of Death, were all their 
life-time ſubject to Bondage! Thou haſt 
knok?d off their Shackles, looſed their 
Bands, freed their Souls, ſet their Spirits 
at Liberty ! I feel the Power of thy Dzath. 
My heart takes Courage; O, let me riſe, 
with theeto Eternal Life! O, let me nor 
lie in the Mice, but ſet my Feet upon a 
Rock, and eſtabliſh my Goings : I have 
gone aſtray like a loſt Sheep; O, ſeek 
thy Servant, that T may not forget thy. 
Commandments! 


XXII 
Thou art the Bread, which-came down- 
from Heaven, and with the Bread in thy 
Sacred Supper, thou offereſt me all the 
Benefits of thy Death and Paſſion; fuch-- 
. a Feaſt haſt thou prepared for me! Suctr 
a Table haſt thou ſpread for me! My 
Soul is invited to ſup with the Lamb that - 
was ſlain! What an Honour is this ! What - 
a Condeſcenſion is it!. In this Sacrament 
thon erecteſt a Banner for ———_—— | 


aS The Fireof the Altar. 

fit under thy Vine, and ftrengthen my ſelf 
with the Fruit that drops from it, Were 
all the Fiſhes of the Sea, and all the Fowls 
of the Air, and all the Beaſt of the Field, 
dreſs?d for my Entertainment, it would 
not be ſo much as this plain, but Heayen- 


are to becompared with theſe, Here the 
Lord of Glory offers to marry me, to 
unite me to him to make an everlaſting 
Covenant with me, to be Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
and Bones of his Bones, promiſes to en- 
dow me with all his Goods, puts aRing 
on my Finger, and bids me lie in his Bo- 
ſom: This is Honour, this is Glory, this 
is Preferment , which no Royal Courts 
Ca2 give, 80 Solomon can afford, no Em- 

eror. grant, no Monarch confer, no 


ivg beſtow, - This is the mighty Wed- | 
. ding-Feaſt, at, which the Bleſſed Angels E 
wait; how would they not be there, when *” 


their Maſter is Preſident, and DireQor 
of 


1y, Dietis, Tell not me of Belſhazzars | 
Banquet, nor of 4haſhuerzs*s Feaſt, nor | 
of the Rich. Man's curious Diſhes; they 7 
are all Scraps and Offals to this Entertain- F 
ment. Here my Bleſſed Redeemer conrrs | 
my Soul; here he makes Love to a miſe- | 
rable Sinner ; here he preſents me with | 
the Riches of his Merits : No 4frican | 
Gold, no Exftern Pearls, no 1n4;an Stones, % 
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of the Banquet? This puts me in mind 
of all the admirable things thou haſt 
done for me; inthis Bread are contraQ- 
ed all the Dainties and Delicacies 1ma- 


ginable, 
| XXIV, 


O wonderful Love, that waſt not con- 
kent to be known to me, but art willing 
to give thy felf for Food to me! What 
pains doſt thou take to melt my ſtubborn 
Heart ! Thou art willing to live in me ; 
thou art willing to be one with me, that 
I may not warp from thee, Thou art 
willing to be my Meat and Drink; not 
only my King to proteCtt me, not only my 
Father to tender me, not enly my Maſter 
to take care of me, not only my Saviour 
to ſnatch me out of the Burning Lake, 
not only my Mediator to ſecure me 
againſt Heavens Vengeance; but my Diet 
too ; thou feeſt my Soul wants Meat 
proper for her Nature : Alas! the World 
cannot be that Meat: That's an heteroge- 
neous thing: As well may Angels feed on 
Hay or Graf, as my Soul on things that 
profit not, That which my Soul muſt 
feed on, muſt be ſomething Spiritoal. 
Thou, OJeſa! art that Great Spirirual 
Objett my Soul muſt fix on.; nothing = 
WI 


50 The Fire of the Altar, 
will content it: And wken my Thovghts 
contemplate thee, when my Soul medi- 


tates of thy Charity, when my Aﬀections 
love thee, when my Deſires long for 


thee, when my Will ſubmits to thy eaſie # 
Yoke, when all my Faculties delight in 


thee, when thou appeareſt lovely and 
charming, and amiableto my mind; then, 
then, my Soul hath its proper Food, then 
it's like to live, then it*s in a way tothrive, 
then it proſpers, then it grows, then it 
gets a chearful Look, then the Angels 
viſit it ; the World perfectly ſowres it, 
ſenſual Pleaſures ruin it, Carnal Satisfa- 
(tions make it meager. Thou, O Lord, 
thou alone, can'ſt make it flouriſh like the 
Palm-tree, and fatisfie it with the Rivers 


of thy Pleaſures. 
XRXV, 


O, my Lord, how ſweet is it to ſuck 
Honey out of this Rock / Thy Bread 
ſtrengthens to a Miracle, and thy Blood 
makes Souls drunk, It is as. the Dew of 
Hermon, and as the Dew that deſcends 
on the Mountains of Zo; for there the 
Lord commanded the Bleſling, even Life 
for evermore, O, my God, I care not 


far Abanar and Pharpar now, not forthe 
F | Rivers 
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Rivers of Damaſcas, I will ſtand under 
thy Croſs, and open my Mouth. O, do 
thou fillit! While others go to rejoyce 
in their Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, I 
will go to the Supper of the Lamb. 
Here, Lord, here is my Heart, ready to 
receive the Heavenly Food thou offereſt 
me. Awake, thou Eternal Spirit, awake, 
blow up my Garden, that the Spices - 
may ffow out! O, let this 4-2 latis- 
fie my Taſte, that I may forget the Fleſh. 
Pots of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here EF 
* makea Vow, That if thou wilt give me 
' this Breadto eat, which endures to Ever- 
laſting Life, thou ſhalt be my God, I will 
ſerve no other Gods but thee ; thou ſhalt 
command my Heart, my Deſires, and 
my AﬀeCtions; and without: thee, no 
no. Paſſion ſhall lift up its Hand or Foot 
in all the Land of Goſhen: I will ſet thee 
over all that I have, and all ſhall be at 
thy diſpoſe. 

Chriſt. 1 feel my Heart warmed with 
this Conſideration, I will now turn aſide, 
and ſee this great ſight, who: it- is. that 
hangs upon the Croſs, and bleeds for 
'. my Sins, Oh! it is the Son of God; 
' he that was in the Form of God, and 
: Thought it no Robbery to be equal with 


God, 
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God, but made himſelf of no Repntati. 
oa, and took upon him the Form of 
a Servant, and became obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs, that I might be 
_ the Righteouſnels of God through 
1M, of 
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. —  — _— 


CHAP. Il 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved be- 


fore we come to the Lords Zable. 


Conſcience, 


E B UT is there nothing elſe to be done 


by way of Preparation for this Blet. 
ſed Sacrament ? 


I. 
Chriſt. O, yes! For I muſt, firſt, retire 


: ſometimes, and celebrate, and admire the 
} Love of God to me in Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome 
> ſuch Reflections as theſe : 


Be aftoniſh*d, ye Heavens, ſtand ama- 


> zed, ye Choirs of Angels, at the conde- 
= ſcenſion of my God. I have betray'd him 
# to the Philiſtines; yet he loves the milſe- 
| rable Wretch, and fo loves him, that he 
* gives his Son to redeem him, 


O God, What doſt thou ſee in me? 


= Nothing but Miſery, nothing but Rags, 
nothing but Poyerty; and yet thou lovelt 


me! 


I am 
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I am but Duſt and Aſhes, and will God | 
vouchſafe a Gracious Look to ſo mean anF 
Obje&t? O Sovereign Being! Didſt thou | 
ever behold a viler Creature than am? 
And wilt thou go out of the common || 
Road of Love, and ſpread thy Gar- | 
ments over me, and offer me thy Friend. | 
ſhip? | 

O, Love! which Cherubim admire, andF 
' Seraphim adore! It paſles Underſtanding: : 
It goes beyond my Cognizance : It con-F 
founds my Reaſon: I admire the Love 
of a Prince to a Subjet; but that will 
bear no Reſemblance to this Love! 3 

God might have triumph*d in my# 
Groans,glorified his Juſtice by my Stripes; þ 
but pity abounds in him, it hath no Banks, # 
it flows at large, it's extended even to the 
moſt abject Creature, as I am. ; 

O, Love! How humble art thou! How: 
violent art thou! Thou breakeſt through? 
all the Clouds of Heaven to come don} 
Thou foregoeſt the Rules of Greatnek} 
and Majeſty, to ſhew thy Glory, Tha 
the Eternal Son of God ſhould take Fleſh 
upon him, and die to give Life to the 
World! Oh, where can I parrallel thi 

Love! '; 

I will ſing of Love, I will ſpeak of Love 

I will think of Love, my very Dreams ſha | 


"9; CONT 
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be employ*d about it. O, that I could 
write Panegyricks of it! Were not my 
Tongue confined, it ſhould do nothing 
elſe but talk of Love. 

Here is Love, to which all natural Sym- 
pathies muſt vail, I ſee no end thereof ; 


' the farther I go in the ſearch, the more [ 


loſe my ſelf; But how ſhould a Creature 
find out the end of that which is infinite ? 
Where ſhall I find out the Spring of this 
mighty Stream? Where ſhall 1 find the 
beginning of it? Alas! The line of Reaſon 


; is too ſhort! There is no fathoming of 
this Depth, Who can ſearch into the 


receſſes of Eternity ? In that vaſt Abyſs, 


| the Head of this great River lies; but 


who ſhall dive into it? It's enough that I 
am ſo happy as to be acquainted with it : 


It's enough that the Almighty hath reveal- 


ed it unto Babes; even ſo, Father, it ſeem- 
ed good in thy ſight, I can give no rea- 
ſon of it. Thy Love, Lord, was the cauſe 


of this Love; thy Love was the motive: 
Wathing vii Could be any enforcive. I 


am ſenſible thou art merciful, becauſe 
thou wilt be merciful. | 
O, thou Eternal Wiſdom, whom the 
Lord poſſeſſed in the beginning of his way, 
before his Works of old, who waſt ſet 
up for everlaſting, from the beginning 
Or 
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orever the Earth was; when there were 

no depths, thou walt brought forth ; when | 
there were no Fountains abounding with | 
Water, before the Mountains were ſet-F 
led, before the Hills, waſt thou brought | 
forth, while as yet he had not made the | 
Earth, nor the Fields, nor the higheſt Þ 
part of the Duſt of the World ; who waſt Þ 
there when he prepared the Heavens, | 
when he ſet a compaſs upon. the face of | 


the Depth, when he eſtabliſh'd the Clouds 


above, when he ſtrengthened the Deep, 
when he gave to the Sea his Decree, that | 
the Waters ſhould not paſs his Command-| 
ment: O thou who walſt by him, as one | 
brought up with him, who walſt daily bis þ 


delight, rejoycing always before him, en- 


Tighten my Mind, that:I may have clearer 


Apprehenſion of this Charity! 


Ariſe, my Thoughts! Awake up, my| 
Glory! See, O my Soul, how that Love | 
imiles upon thee! See how bright, how þ 
clear, how charming, it is! See how De- | 
vils tremble at it! See how CliTy gra al Y 
-fret, to think they muſt have no ſhare in þ 
it! See what Glorious Beams it darts on 


penitent Sinners! See how it warms their 


Hearts! See how it follows them, hoiv | 
loth it is to leave them! See how it ad-Þ 
jures them, and how importunate It isÞ 


with 
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with them, to ſuffer themfelves to be con- 
| quered by It. | 


IT. 


{ I muſt examine my ſelf, notonly what, 

| and where, and when, and how, I have 
| (eſpecially of late, ) been aCting againſt 
God, and affronted his Goodneſs, Mercy, 
and Patiencez and what Sorrow, Grief, 
and Fear, theſe particular Offences haye 
cauſed in me-; but whether I am unfeign- 
| edly reſolv'd to part with all theſe par» 
# ticular Sins, 1 am moſt prone and inclined 
| to; whether my Heart and. purpoſe be 
fix*d to know the Will of God, atid todo 
it; whether I do ſincerely, and without 
Reſervation, intend, for the future, to pre- 
fer God's Will before my Wull, and his 
Favour before the Favour of Men; and 
| whether I do in good carneft deſign to 
| forgo my Profit, Gain,: or Intereſt, in the 
World, rather thanto do any thing that is 
diſpleaſing to God ; whether I do truly 
-prize the Love of God above all the Ri- 
ches of this World,and ſee: greater Beau- 
ty in that Holineſs, to which 1am invited 
by this Love, than in alt: the Gaudes and 
 Satifattion- of the Work: And if Ido, 
and my Conſcience bears me WitneſSof it, 
I may 
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I may chearfully go to the Lord?s Table, 
and expe& the Benefits that are offered þ 
there. 


IL 


If I have done any. ſignal wrong to my Þ 
Neighbour, I muſt make ' him either F 


Reſtitution or Satisfaftion ; I muſt either | 


reſtore to him, what I have cheated or . 


wronged him in, or have ſecretly, and 
againſt his Will, taken away from him: 


Or, if lamnot able to reſtore, make con- | - 
feſlion of the Fault, and beg his Foraine s 


neſs. I muſt be reconciled to him, if |: 


have offended him, or given him juſt OC- ; 


caſion to be angry; and if after that At- | 
tempt, he will ſtill keep his Anger, [ have Þ 
delivered my own Soul. 


I muſt let my Neighbour know, that it 
do as truly forgive him, as I hope to be | 


forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus ; and to be as rea-| 
dy to give, as my Neighbour to ask my 
Pardon. 

I muſt remember, how God hath en. 


tailed his Pardon upon mine; and if Ik 


forgive not from my Heart, neither will | 
my Heavenly Father forgive my Treſpal- | 
ſes. If I have abuſed my Neighbour, el- þ 


_ in Words or Deeds, = he either | 
hath 
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| hath receiy?d, or is like to receive, any 
{ prejudice by it, I muſt not be aſhamed to 
| acknowledge my Error, but prefer a quiet 


| Conſcience before my Reputation in the 
| World, 


IV. 


I muſt ſurvey the bitter Sufferings of my 


| Bleſſed Saviour, as they are laid downiand 
| deſcribed by the Evangeliſts. I muſt fol- 
low him into the Garden of Gerhſemane, 
+ and go up with him to the Mount of Q- 
” lives, and there behold, how his Heart 
” wastroubled, and how the fears of Death 
} fell upon him; how his Sonl was fill'd 
with Sorrow, and how his Life drew 
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” near unto the Grave; how he trod the 


Wine-preſs of God's Anger alone, and 


| humbled himſelf before his Father 3 how, 


as an, he begg*d, that the Cup might 
pals from him, and yet, as Mediator, 
freely conſented to his Father?s Will ; 
how Diſtreſs and Anguifh came upon 
him, and in the mid*ſt of thoſe Miſe- 


| . ries, the weary Diſciples fell aſleep ; 


how he wept and mourned, and ſweat 
Drops of Blood: and how Hell opened 
her Mouth upon him ; how he bore 
our Griefs, and took the Chaſtiſement of 

our 
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I may chearfully go to the Lord?s Table, 
and expe the Benefits that are offered | 


there, 
IL 


If I have done any ſignal wrong to my | 
Neighbour, I muſt make him either F 
Reſtitution or Satisfaction ; I muſt either | 
reſtore to him, what I have cheated or | 
wronged him in, or 'have ſecretly, and | 
againſt his Will, taken away from him: | 
Or, if lam notable to reſtore, make con- | 
feſſion of the Fault, and beg his Forgive- | 
neſs. I muſt be reconciled to him, if I | 
have offended him, or given him juſt oc- þ 
caſion to be angry; and if after that At- F 
tempt, he will ſtill keep his Anger, I have | 


delivered my own Soul. 


I muſt let my Neighbour know, that I | 
do as truly forgive him, as I hope to be | 
forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus ; and to be as rea- | 
dy to give, as my Neighbour to ask my | 


Pardon, 


I muſt remember, how God hath en. | 
tailed his Pardon upon mine; and if I | 
forgive not from my Heart, neither will | 
my Heavenly Father forgive my Treſpal- | 

bs el- | 


ſes. IfT have abuſed my Neig 
ther in Words or Deeds, and he her 
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| hath receiy*d, or is like to receive, any 
| prejudice by it, I muſt not be aſhamed to 


acknowledge my Error, but prefer a quiet 


' Conſcience before my Reputation in the 
World, | 


IV. 


 Imuſt ſurvey the bitter Sufferings of my 
Bleſſed Saviour, as they are laid dowiiand 


| deſcribed by the Evangeliſts. I muſt fol- 
' low him into the Garden of Gethſemane, 
{ and go up with him to the Mount of ©- 


lives, and there behold, how his Heart 


- was troubled, and how the fears of Death 
| fell upon him; how his Sonl was filld 
* with Sorrow, and how his Life drew 
' near unto the Grave; how he trod the 


Wine-preſs of God's Anger alone, and 
humbled himſelf before his Father z how, 
as Man, he begg*d, that the Cup might 
pals from him, and yet, as Md;ator, 
freely conſented to his Father*s Will ; 
how Diſtreſs and Anguiſh came upon 
him, and in the mid*ſt of thoſe Miſe- 
ries, the weary Diſciples fell aſleep ; 
how he wept and mourned, and ſweat 


| Drops of Blood; and how Hell opened 


her Mouth upon him ; how he bore 
our Griefs, and took the Chaſtiſement of 
our 


—_ 
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our Peace upon him ; how he drank 


the bitter Cup, and his Heart within | 


him became as melting Wax, how he 


was led to Annas, and he to whom all | 
the Angels in Heaven bowed , ſtood be. | 
fore a ſinful Man; how from Anas he | 


was dragg*d to Caiaphar, and, like a Lamb, 
led to the Slaughter ; how he was accu- 


ſed before Pontizs Pilate, and there be. | 
ſpatter'd with all the ill Language that | 
Men or Devils could invent 3 how he | 


Q3 tHop' my 2, YE I OE FTI 


was ſet at nought by Herod, and in ſcorn | 
deck*d with a Purple Robe ; how from | 

thence he returned to Plate, and there- | at 
upon was ſcourged, and crowned with | 
Thorns; how after this he bore his þ 
Croſs, and was attualy Crucified ; how F 
he was made to drink Gall and Vine- F 
gar, and, at laſt, bowed the Head, and | 


died. 


barouſly : I muſt not reflect upon his þ 
bloody Sweat , without thinking of my 
proud Thoughts, and Speeches, and Ati- 


Ons, that pull'd it on him; nor upon | 


his 


But then, I muſt not only barely ſurvey 
theſe Sufferings, but reflect, at the ſame 
time, upon my Sins that procured them; | 
and accuſe, not only my groſſer Sins, if | 
I have been guilty of any, but my leſſer | * 
Errors, of uſing the Son of God fo bar- | 
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His Wounds, withqut beating my Brealt 
for my Envy and Malice, and revenge- 
ful Deſires that cauſed them; nor upon 
the Crown of Thorns, without deteſting 


' my Mmtemperance, and ſiniſter Deſigns in 
| doing good, and affe(tation of vain-Glo- 
' ry, that ſet it on His Head; nor on the 


Nails that tore His Fleſh, without taking 
a view of my Pettiſhneſs, and Peeviſh- 
neſs, and Impatience ; which ſtruck them 
in; nor upon the Spear that opened His 
Side, without entertaining ſome diſmal 
thoughts of my neglet of Meditation, 
and Prayer, and fervency of Spirit, an4 


| Diſcourſes, and bearing of Injuries, and 


holy Heavenly Thoughts; nor upon His 
Tears, without looking ſtern npon my 
flight and ſuperficial Performances: For 


: all theſe help'd towards His Death and 


Agonies. - ; 
V., 


I muſt ſhew my willingneſs to imitate 


| Chriſt Jeſus, by doing ſome good Work, 


if health and ſtrength do give me leave. 


| This muſt be the firſt-fruits of my future 


treading in His ſteps, and will make my 
coming to the Holy Sacrament more com- 
fortable, I muſt in this imitate the Wo- 

| D mn 
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Man that poured out the Ointment on 
Chriſt's Head, before His Safferings be- 
gan; and Chriſt himſelf, who waſh*d His 


Diſciples Feet, before he refreſhed their | 
Souls with the Holy Sacrament. T muſt 
either free ſome Priſoner, to teſtifie my | 
Reſentment of the Mercy Chriſt ſhewed | 
me, in freeing me from the Bondage of | 
the Devil; . or relieve ſome poor Family, | 

fs relieving | 
my Soul in the greateſt ſtrait; or i-2part | 


to expreſs my Senſe of Chri 


ſome good Ceunſel to a wicked and carele 


Neighbour, to ſhew, how kind Chriſt was | 
in viſiting me with his Admonitions.; or | 
wifet ſome, Sick ; Perſons that are under preat Þ 
d:Fre(5, and comfort them, -qr help them, | 
or give them, or procure them, ſome phy- þ 
ſick that may do them good, if they be | 
needy; to ſhew, how ſenſible I am of 
Chriſt*s being my Phyſician; Or forgive | 
ſome ſmall Debt a poor Man owes me, to 
ſhew, how I rejoyce at Chriſt's forgiving þ 
me Ten thouſand Talents; or vi/it a Man Þ 
that hates me, and behave my ſelf meſt cour-F 
zeorſly to him, to ſee, whether his Heart Þ 
will melt, and come to a better temper, | 
thereby. to cxpreſs my ſenſe of -Chriſt's | 


Love to me, that have been His Enemy; 
.OF gue a good Book to onethat bath no Mes 
rey ro bity wrey to Nie my fenule of Chriſt's 


ſecd- 


The Fire of the Altar. 63} 


feeding me with the Word of Life; or 
d.ny my ſelf in a lawful Recreation, or law- 


| ful Ornament, or lawful Meal, to ſhew [ 


am ſenſible, how Chriſt hath denied him- 


| ſelf for my ſake; or pray carneftly for the 
| converſion of a Perſon I have no acquaintance 
| 20i1h, and whom I hear to be very vitious, 


F EYT, VE * 
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to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's Care of 
| my Salvation, | 


VI, 


I muſt frequently pray, that God would 
give me a Heart to breath and pant after 
Him, and particularly, a Heart to eſteem 
and prize his Love manifeſted in this Sa- 


 crament, above all the Plcaſures of this 


World; that He would give me a Faith. 
a.tive and vigorous, and which may preſs 
through all Impediments, and parifte my 
Heart and Life, and forget whatis behind 
itz that He would give me a contrite Spi- 
rit, and Grace to tremble at His Word 
and Threatnings that He would give me 
Courage to undervalue and deſpiſe the 
World, and the Glorics and Vaaities of 
it; that He would give me a burning 
Zeal to His Glory, a tranſcendent Love 
to His Name, and Ways, and Ordinances; 
that He would make me ſincere in Devo- 

D 2 tion, 
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tion, in Prayer, and in all good Works, 


and baniſh from me all ſiniſter and world- 
ly ends and deſigns in Holy Periormances 


that He would give me, firſt, reſolution | 
to imitate the Saints of old, and the beſt | 


Examples at this day, and to ſtop my 


Ears againſt all the Suggeſtions of Fleſh F 
any Blood to the contrary ; that He would | 
give me a mind, which may delight in Con | 
templating the Divine Goodneſs and Per. | 
feion, and would teach me the great Art | 
of Self-Refignation, of truſting Him with | 
my Soul and Body, and of relying intirely | 


upon His Providence, 


VII, 


' I muſt reſolve (and unſeignedly upon my | 
bended Knees, or inavery ſolemn manner,) | 


to watch and ſtrive for the future, againſt 


Thoie particular Sins and Errors, and ſin- Þ 
ful Inclinations I am moſt inclined to; | 
if I have neglected ſuch a Seli-denial, to F 
neglect it no more; if I have been guilty þ 
of ſuch Afts of Pride, and Envy, and lll- | 
nature, to be guilty of them no more; þ 


i: I have been careleſs and flovenly in my 
Prayers, to be ſo no more; if I have 
pleaſed my ſelf with vain Thoughts, to 
plcale my ſelf with them no more ; ifl 

ave 
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have delighted in fine Cloaths, to delight 
{ in them no more, if I have been falſe ro 
\- my Vows and Promiſes, to be falle tothem 
no more; if I have made nothing of ull 
Names and ill Language, to dread it like 
Poiſon for the future; I mult reſolve ro 
mortifie ſuch a habit of Sin with rigours, 
with being unkind to my Fleſh, with 
Faſting, and with mults of Money ; if I 
commit bur a ſingle act of Sin, I miſt re- 
folve to uſe the proper means to ſubdue 
ſuch a corruption ; I mult reſolve to avoid, 
that Company, - where I am, and have 
been, apt to yicld to a certain Sin; [ 
| mult reſolve to ſpend my time better ; 

- and if I have ſpent too much of it in Dreſ- 
ſing, in Pleaſure, 19 Carding and Dice, ec, 
to do ſo no more, vhatever diſgrace, dif- 
reſpect, or frowns I may meet with from 
the World, or from mine Acquaintance ; 
and if ] have been careleſs of meditating, 
ard being ſerions on the Lords Day, to 
make a better Imiprovement of that ay, 
And I muſt ſo refolve, as to think my felt 
concerned] to fulfil and perform my ſo- 
lemn Reſolntion, unto whick | have cali*d 
God as a Witnels, 
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VIIL, 


T muſt watch againſt all things, that | 
weuld diſcompole and diforder my Mind, | 


put me into a Rage cr Peflion, and make 


me pecviſh and diſcontented, and conſe. þ 
quently, unfit for the worthy Recetvirg of | 


this Sacrament, I muſt labour to pre- 


ſerve a Calmneſs, and Serenity of Mind; F 


ard that neither multitude of world!y 


' Buſineſs do diſtract me, nor Injurics paſt | 
and gone diſcompoſe me, or put me into | 
impatient Thovghtsand Expreiſions, nor þ 


pretent Diſzppointments rob me of my 
quict, I muſt watch againſt Impediments, 
that would tempt me to delay my coming 
ro this Table, and take heed I do not 
yield to Temptations, that_would make 


me neglect the opportunity put into my | 


hand, of making Peace with God, ard 
mine own Conſcience. I mult reject Sug- 
geſtions of this nature, and regard more 
the neceſſary Concerns of my Soul, than 
things, that, at the beſt, are bur ſenſual 
fatisfaCtions, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IIL 


' Of the Particulars to be obſertel 


when we are at the Lords T able. 


Conſcience, 


N D what muſt. thy Thonghkts be? 

And, What Frame muſt thy. Heart 

be in, whenthou.comelt to the Hcly Fe- 
ble of the Lord ? 
Chriſt, I muit, 


R165 
Employ my Soul in Holy Ejaculations ; 


| 


ſuch as theſe : ; 

O! Who will give me todrink of the 
Water of the Well of Bethlehem! Where- 
with ſhall I come before the Lord? How 
ſhail I bow my ſelf befote the-moſt High ? 
Shall [ come before him with Burnt-Ot- 
ferings, with Calves of a Year old ? 

O my. Lord ! Thou hgit :ſhew*d ne 
what is good;. and what doſt Tho! re- 
quire of me, but to do juſtly, te:ſhew 
Mercy; afid to walk humbly wirh'my God ? 
O my God! I. bring at: bomble: Hcarr, 
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a Sou] that deſires to lie low before Thee; 
a Soul that longs to be clean, and to be 
waſhed in the Elood of the Lamb; a Soul 


weary of Sin, that ſees no- comfort, no | 


fatistaction, no content in things below ; 
but beholds afar of the Treaſures of Con- 
jolation, that lie hid in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Theſe are things to bedeſired : Theſe 


2re Mercies worth having : Theſe enrich 


Bankrupt Souls ; with theſe, Pardon is þ 
purchaſed, and Heaven is procured, O F 
e2ive mea Title to them ! Thou that art | 
the true Morning Star, O ſhine upon me! |þ 
O enlighten me! Olet me feel Thy com | 


tortable Beams! Theſe burn not, theſe 


ſcorch not 3 but ſaaCtifie, and poliſh, and | 


adorn, 

I have ſeen an-end of all Perfection: 
But Thy Merits are exceeding broad; 
they enlarge Reaven, ſubdue Death, con- 


quer Hel}, expel Devils, and make Ged 


my Friend. 


How have 1 doted on the Vanities of | 


this World! They are Bubbles, all : But 
Thou, ſweet J:ſu,-art perfect Beauty, a 
Fountain of Joy, which never wants Wa- 
ter, never dries up, never _w_ and never 
dies. 

How much better is It to \be here in the 
Courts: of the Lord, than 1n.the. A 

t O 
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of the proudeſt Monarchs ! One day here 
is better than 4 thouſand elſewhere. * | 
Here God bows to poor Sinners ! Here 
infinite Majeſty converſes with Duſt and 
Aſhes! Here the King of Heaven 1s not 
aſhamed to call ſuch poor Worms, as we 


are, Brethren'! 


How different are the ways of ' Gol 
from the ways of Men! They- ſhm a 
Lzzaruns, and a Beggar 35 Got receives 
them : And the Soul that's ſenſible of her 
Poverty, and begs to be enrich'd, is re- 
freſh*d by him, and invited-into his bo- 
ſom. 

How lovely art Tijou,* my ' great Re- 
deemer! How amiable ! How kind ! How 
beautiful! Therefore «do the VirginsIloye 
Thee. 

Could there be greater Love, than to 
ſpill Thy Blood for me? Could there be 
greater Charity than todie for me ? What 


Miracles of Metcy are theſe? - - 


I come to bez an Alms atthine hands 1 
it's too great a Gift for me to ask, but 
not too great for Thet*to give; for it is 
Thy Sclf I beg. - 

O warm my Heart! ' Touch it with'a 
Coal from the Alrar! O kindle holy Fite 
in my Breaſt! Rurn up the Droſs and: Fin 
there, and let nothing but pure Gold re- 

DF main, 
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main. Let Love prevail; ©, chanve 
my Heart into fervent Love, and turn all 
my Faculties into Charity !. 


1, 


I muſt joyn with the Congregation in 
(their Prayers; I muſt put my Perfumes | 
into that common Cenfure, that the Holy | 


Smoak may go. up with-joyned Force to- 
the Throne of Mercy. 


I muſt not come behind my Fellow- 


Members in Zeal, and Earneſtnels, 


They pray for the Proſperity of the | 
Univerſal Church, that God would guide | 


her by His Holy Spirit; ſo muſt], 


They pray tor all Chriſtian Kings and. | 


Princes, that they may promote the Glory 
of God, and the Churches welfare; ſo 
mult I. : 

They pray for the Miniſters of God's , 
Holy Word, that they may be ſound in 
the Faith, and Patterns of Holineſs; io 
avit I, 

They -pray for -all diſtreſſed Members. 
of Chriſt, that the Conſolations of Chriſt 
may abound in them; ſo muſt I. 

They proſtrate themſelves in Holy 
Confeſlions of their Sins; and pray \ on 

| Re- 
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Remiſſion and Pardon, and SanCtification z 
ſo mult I. 

They pray to be made Partakers of 
the! Benefits of CT Body and Blood, 
ſo mult I, 


1 LL 


I muſt ſhew my Compaſlion to the. Poor, 
by cofitributing to their dlotelliies, fk 
ain able. 

1 muſt remember, how poor, how 
wretched, how naked, how. miſerable 
was, when the Son of God firſt took pity 
on. me, being yet in the Loins of. my Fas 
ther Adam. 

Il muſt conſider, that my ſelf at this in- 
ſtant am lying at the Pool of Betheſda, 
waiting for the Angel of the Covenant to 
come down and ſtir the Waters, that I 
may be ;healed.  '. . - 

I maſt:look upon! my: ſelf: a5. Perſon 
fall of Sores and Sicknels, and refle&t, that 
come to be.cured for God's ſake; by the 
Great Phyſician of Souls. 

From my ſelf, E-muſt lookdown on-the 
Poor, that wantmy help; andasb would 
have my Great'Mafter.'have Compaſſion 
oh me; ſo. muſt-have: 8] on ny 


Fellow-Servants. | 
' Ivs 
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. I muſt at this. time reſiſt all worldly 


thoughts, and bid my Oxen, and my | 


Farms, and my Domeſtick Affairs, ſtand 
aloof, like Lepers, . that muſt not come 
near.-a place ſo full-of Majeſty, and a 
Work-to- big with Wonders:-. 

I mnit with Mary chuſle the better part, 
and look upon Martha's I:rving as unſea- 
tonable; 

I muſt lay aftde Contrivances, how to 
m2ke a Bargain with.my Neighbour, and 
know-no.other Coyenant,: but-what 1 am 
inaking with God in the Blood-of Jeſus.- 

Imuſtnot think of:my.Tradeand Tranf- 
fick; but remember, it is for the Pearl of 
Price. that-I am-trading now, and laying 
- put my Strength-and Labour, :.. 

I muſt not be diſturbed with/a deſpe- 
rate Debr,- that?s owing me; but remem- 
ber 'the. Debrs'I owe” do Gud, - and how I 
do. expect, that at this time they ſtiould be 
Ktrack out, and cancell*d for ever. - 

__ I muſt: not. now. toxment my ſelf about 
a livelibood;:when_.Þ cometo ger a (Fitle 
to a Life of eyeslaſting'Glory;:2 4 4 - 1: 


- I muſt not nowthink howto! get Bread 3 | 


and make proviſion ſor my Fajuily'; brit 


rather. 


> 
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rather refle& with Joy, what large pro. 

viſion the Almighty makes for my Soul, 
and what Care He takes to make; me a Son 
of God, an Heir of: Heaven, and .Coheir 
with Chriſt. 

When ſenſual thoughts: fly through my 
Mind at this time, I muſt continue to ſay 
to them, - Ariſe, and depart, for here —_ 
not, be your ceſt, 


V:. 
1 muſt now- make ſome Spiritual refle- 
ions on the breaking of the Bread; and 
upon Pouring oat of the'Holy Wine, 


Os the Breaking of the Bread,”* 


Behold, O my- Son}, thus:was thy Bleſs 


fed Saviour” s. Body broken ; —_ . WAS 
His unſpotted Fleſh torn aſunder. .. O my 
Sins, ye” did-this- barbarous: Act, : ' The 
Jews were but the external Inſtruments; 
ye were the fatal Cauſes of that torture | 
Had it not bcen for. you, the. Crown of 
Thorns had v etgs wounded that Sacred 
| "BreJke my Heat, Break. it 1s a dif: 
wal | Sghst & broken Heact:i Is uy 
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which He, that was: broke upon; the: ac- 
count of thy Sins, will not deſpiſe. 

Nay, He will comfort the humble Soul, 
and the contrite Spirit ; He will pour Wine 
and Oyl into its Wounds, ſupple it with 
Balm, heal it with His Death, and make 
it whole by His Agonies. | 

;See-here, O my .Sgul, the Bread which 
1s broke, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt ? See how many broken 

Pieces are here, which all make but one 
Loaf, Sothou, and thy Fellow-Believers, 
make'one myſtical -Body, whereof the 
Crucified: Jeſus is Head -and Governor, 
who influences the Bedy- by his Spirit, 
and from his Fulneſs diſpenſes Grace for 
Grace. PETE TIS OS 

Rejoyce, O my Soul! For now the 
Waves and Billows of God's Wrath are 

laid. The Stormof Vengeance is huſh*d, 
the Thunder is gone, the Clands clear 
up, thy broken Saviour. hath'turn*d the 

Sound of the Trumpet -of War. into a ſtill 
{mall Voice, Tr" 14 : 2p 

O break with him no more! © pre- 
ferve that Friendſhip, which was ſo dearly 
bought! A Friendfhip purchaſed by Blood 
ſure muſt neyer;dye. Thor arthisFriend, 
©, do-aot: become his :Enenty agans, [far 
fear the be never Friends with thee again. 

OLI nom nin By 
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Os the pouring out of the Holy Vine, 


Thus, O my Soul, thus flow'd the pre- 
cious Blood of the tormented Jeſus! In 
ſuch Streams it iſſued from his wounded 
Body! Thus was the coſtly Juice let out! 
Thus the rich Veins emptied themſelves 
of their Treaſure, and all, that thou 
mightelt be clearl. : __...; 

And, O Feruſalem! VWWilt thou be clean? 
When ſhall it once be? Whcn God makes 
uſe of His own Blood to purifie thee, O 
my Soul, Wilt thou wallow ſtill in thy 
Dung and Naſtineſs? ” This would be in- 
excuſable, Ariſe, waſh thy ſelf in this 
Fordan, and thy Fleſh ſhall come again, 
like unto the Fleſh of a little Child. 

O my Soul! Had not this Blood been 
ſned, there had been. no Remiſſion of 
Sins. From the ſhedding of: this Blood, 
date thy Happineſs; when God ſaw this 
Blood, the Fide turned, and:thy offend+ 
ed Father looked on thee with a merciful 
Face, < 
How ſweet is this Blood !: It nouriſhes 
unto Eternal Life. | 

How high the value of it ! It redeemed 
a whole World. Þ:: ZE LY 

How wholeſom ! It expels all Sickneſſes, 
: i What 
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What pity was it, that the leaſt drop 
of. it ſhould fall upon the Ground! It was 
fit to be received by the hands of Angels! 
But the Earth, on which ſinfal Men watk'd, 
was defiled and curſed; and therefore it 
mult fall upon it to take away the Curſe, 
Man's Sin had made it ſubject to, 


©- precious Blood! Drop, drop, upon - 


my Soul ! Let me feel thy Virtue! Drive 
out the Curſe, water this barren Ground, 
that hath brought forth Bryars, and 
Thorns, and let it bring forth pleaſant 
Fruit again. - 


63 4 2 


When I receive” the Holy Bread, my 
Mind mult vent it felf in ſome ſuch Breath: 
Ings as theſe: 
 O my Lofd, I do remember with Toy 
and Grief, that: thy Body was Crucified 
for me, the: meaneſt of thy Servants. Il 
remember it with Joy, becauſe thy Love 
is wonderful,, O, : How vehement, how 
violent, was It to Iove an Enemy, and by 
that Love to charm me into-Obedience ? 
I remember it with Grief, -becauſe my Sins 
were thy. Murtherers. .. O my Lord, I 
will ſtand out againſt thy Offers of Grace 
no -longer.. . Here, take my- Heart: I 

ſolemnly 
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folemaly reſolve to dedicate my ſelf, and 
ail I have, to thy Service, | 


| | 0 - | 

O God! This Sacred Fread puts mein 
mind, how the Lamb of God was offered 
forme, Do [I believe this, and ſhall not 
 - my Soul make thee her higheſt, and her 
chieteſt Good? O my God, I take thee 
here, not.. only for my Saviour, but for 
my King and Maſter too, Come, Holy 
Spirit, rule my Heart; for I will hence- 
ſorward ſerve no other Gods byt the Great 
Zehowvah alone, who loved me, and: gave 
himſelf for me. 


Or, | 

O my Jzſus! My Life! My Joy! My 
Comfort ! Thou diedſt that I might live. 
I remember it, and adore thy Majeſty in 
miſery, O make me thine, and as this 
Bread doth mingle wich my Subſtance ; 
ſolet thy Spirit mingle with my Soul, that 
the ſame Mind may be in me, which was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Or 
Look upon this Bread; O my Soul” It 
repreſents the bleeding Body of thy deareſt 
Lord, Bleed, O my Heart! Give thy felt. 


up - 
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up to him that groaned for thee. It's 
done, O God, neither Death, nor Life, 
ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 


VII. 


When I receive the Holy Wine, my. 


Thoughts muſt ſtill beat work, and ad- 
dreſs themſelves to God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſome ſuch way as this : al 


Either, 


O Jeſu, I thankfully remember, that 
Thy Blood was ſpilt for me; What am 1? 
And, What is my Fathers Houſe, that 
Thou haſt brought me tlius far? Thou 
haſt loved me better than I have done my 
ſelf! O my Lord, give me Thy ſweet, Thy 
tender, Thy free, Thy humble Spirit, that 
I may be one with Thee, and deſire no+ 
thing on Earth befides Thee, 


Or, 

O Bleſſed Balſom of my wounded 
Heart! Welcom, thou Sovereign Salve! 
How ſeaſonable is this Medicine! I dye | 
if Thy Blood relieve me not, O waſh 
. me, and I ſhall be whiter than __ '1 
U1ave 
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have deſerved to drink the Cup of Trem- 
bling and Aſtoniſhment, and thou holdeſt 
out to me the Cup of Salvation, O my 
Soul, remember who it is that is ſo kind 
to thee, Ocſtecm, adore, magaihe, and 
love him for ever. | 
| Or, 

O Thou Bleſſed Shepherd of my Soul! 
How ought I to bluſh, when I think of 
Thy Blood, which my Sinsdid ſpill! Thou 
haſt turned my Darknei3 into Light, and 
my Treaſon into Antidote, Thou cureſt 
'me by Contradictions, and the Blood, - 
my Sins have drawn from Thy Fleſh, is be- 
come the only Refuge I have in the Day of 
Wrath. O look upon Thy own Blood, 
and hide me in Thy Wounds, I know 
not how to prize Thy Fayour ; Odo Thou 
teach me to do great things for Thee, to 
deny my ſelf, to take up my Crols, and to 
follow Thee. 

Or, 

. O my Lord! By Thy Tears, and by 
Thy Blood Thou abjureft me this day to 
imitate Thee in Thy Graces,in Thy Meck. 
neſs, in Thy Patience, in Thy Humility, 
in Thy Charity, in Thy Contempt of the 
World, and in Thy Heavenly Mindednels, 
My Heart-is fixed, O God! My Heart is 
fixed, I will ſing &d give Praile, Tow 

C 
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ſhalt be my Pattern, Here under thy Croſs 


. I promiſe Obedience and Conformity to 


thy Graces, O do thou help me! O aflilt 
me! -Uphold me with thy free Spirit ; 
ſo ſhall I teach Tcanſgreſſors thy Way, 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thce, 


Or, 

Great Biſhop of my Soul, who haſt left 
the Ninety and nine in the Wilderneſs,and 
art come to ſeek this ſtraying Sheep ! Be- 
hold, Lord, the Prodigal is coming home 
again! Thou comeſt toward me bleeding, 


groaning, dying; thou comeſt to receive | 


him that has forſaken thee, to draw him 
that hath fled from thee, to kiſs him that 
did ſcourge thee, to crown him that did 
prick thee, to embrace him that d:d cru- 
cifie thee, to revive him that did Kill 
thee, and to love him that did hate thee. 
O ſtupendons Mercy ! Henceforward no 
vain Glory, no Worldly Pomp,no outward 


Riches, no Smiles of Great Men, no out- 


ward Comfort, ſha!} have ſo muzh of my 
Heart as thy ſweet Self, O encreaſe my 
Faith, my Hope, my Love, my Charity; 
make my Soul a Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt! O come, come; thou Bridegroom 
of my Soul, come and dwell in me for 
ever ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV: - 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved after 
we have been at the Lords Table. 


Conſcience. 


ND is this all, that is to be obſer- 
ved upon this occaſion ? 
Chriſt, No; For after I have been made 
Partaker of theſe Myſteries and Tokens 
of God*s Love, I mult, 


I, 


Bleſs God for the opportunity I have 
had of guing with the Multitude to the 
Houſe of God, with the Voice of Joy and 
Praiſe, with the Multitude which keeps 
Holy-day. 

I mult magnifie his Goodneſs, who fo 
loved the World, as to give his only Be- 
gotten Son, to the end, that all thoſe, that 
believe in him, ſhould not periſh: 


I muſt ſummon my thoughts to enter 


into ſome ſuch Meditation as this: 


Whence 


* 
* 
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Whence 1s it, that the King of Kings, 
and theLord of Lords, in whole Eyes the 
very Angels are not pure, ſhould come to 
viſit ſuch a Wretch asI? O myLord! To 
whom doeſt Thou ſtoop! What is that 
Creature, that Thou boweſt thus low to ? 
A Den of Thieves,an Habitation of Vipers, 
a Veſlel of Diſhonour! O, how often have 
I polluted my ſelf, even afrer Thou haſt 
waſhed me! Is it poſſible, ' that God will 
dwell in ſuch a polluted Houſe ? Is it pof 
ſible, that God will come and Feaſt, and 
Sup, with ſuch an unprofitable Seryant ! 
O my Soul! It is not only poſſible, bur 
thy Lord hath done it to day: Thine 
Eyes have ſeen the mighty Works of thy 
Redeemer, Thou haſt ſeen him converſe 
today with a Wretch, that hath undone 


what God hath done, hath rendred him- 


Evil for Good, and Hatred for His Good 
Will, Thou haſt ſeen thy Lord this day, 
vouchſafing to fit with one who is full of 
Bruiſes and putreſying Sores, and thoſe 
not bound up, nor mollified with Oint-: 
INcnt, 

Alaſs,my Lord I have abuſed the migh- 
ty Creator, to pleaſe a Murtherer; af- 
fronted -the Great Preſerver of Men, to- 
pleaſe a Friend; and undervalued him,that 
calld me to Salvation, to pleale an vſur- 

: Ping 
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ping Tyrant. - I can give no reaſon why I 
have offended Thee, except it be Thy 
Goodneſs and Patience; and could fair 
Weather make ve angry. 

What didſt Thou fee in 'me, Lord! 
that ſhould attract Thee, and make Thee 
leave the higheſt Heavens to deſcend into 
an Abyſs of Milery ? 

- -O my Jeſus! Water my Soul withthe 
Tears Thou haſt ſhed, anoint me. with 
the Myrrh of Thy Grief and Sorrrow ,tye 
\ meby Thy Bonds, let Thy Scourges ſoften 
| my Heart, let Thy Deriſions ſtrengthen 
me, let Thy Croſs raiſe me3z keign over 
me, do with me what ſeems good to Thy 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. © let me 
never depart fromThee : Letnot the Crea- 
ture draw me more than the Creator, Va- 
nity more than Eternity, Miſery more 
than Felicity, Filthineſs more than Beauty, 
Slavery more than Greatneſs, Bitterneſs 
more than Sweetneſs, My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his; he feeds among the 
Lilics. O that thou.wert a3 my Brother 
that ſuck*d th2 Breaſts of my Mother, 1 
would kiſs Thee, yea, I ſhould- not be 
deſpiſed, 

O Lord! all my deſire. is before Thee, 
take away from me whatever doth dil- 
Pleaſe Thee. Give me an humble —_— 

that 
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that I may be content to be counted as 
Dang for thy ſake: Give me an obedient 
Heart, that I may be intirely guided by 
thee : Give me a ſtrong Heart, that I may 
chearfully bear whatever thy hand lays 
upon me : Give me a tender Heart, that [ 
may be kindly affetionate to my Neigh- 
bour :* Give me a free Heart, that nothing 
may hinder me from running to thee : 


Give me a Heart of Fleſh, thatI may love | 


thee perfectly. 


Praiſe ye the Lord, F will praiſe the | 
Lord with my whole Heart in the Aſſembly | 
of the Upright, and in the Congregation, | 


The Works of the Lord are great, ſought 


out of all them tht have pleaſure therein: | 


His Work is honourable and glorious, and 
his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever, He 


hath made his wenderful Works to be | 


remembered, The Lord is Gracious and 
full of Compaſſion, he hath given [Meat 
to them that fear him, he will ever be 
mindful of his Covenant; he hath ſhewed 
his People the Power of his Works, that 
he may give them the Heritage of the 
Heathen, The Works of his Hands are 
Verity and Judgment ; all his Command- 
ments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever and 
ever, and aredone in Truth and Upright- 
neſs, He ſent Redemption unto his People : 

| 6 Ca He 
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Hehath commanded his Covenant for ever : 
Holy and Reverend is his Name : He raiſes 
| the Poor out of tie Duſt, and lifts the 
| Needy out of the Dunghil, that he may ſet 
him with Princes, even with the Princcs 
of his People, Praiſe ye the Lord, 


II, 

I muſt pray for the Congregation,and my 
Fellow-Chriſtians, that do eat of the ſame 
Bread, and drink of the ſame Cup with me, 
that they may all be ſatisfied, as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs, and their Souls may live. 

I muſt beg, thatnone of them may receive 
the Grace of God in vain ; that they may 
keep and ſtandto the Condition of the Co- 
venant they have made or renew'd withGod, 


that they may indeed fight for the future: 


apainſt the World,the Fleſh and the Devil, 
and be more than Conquerors, through him 
that loved them, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
My Love to Chriſt muſt conſtrain me to 
wiſh and beg,that every Man may love him, 
elſe he doth not appear truly lovely ro me, 
I muſt entreat the Father of Mercies to 
diſpenſe his Spirit abundantly at this time, 
that the Love of Chriſt prevailing may pull 
down in my Fellow-Receivers allthe Strong- 
hoJds of Iniquity,and all/Imaginations which: 
exalt themſelves againſt the Obedience of 
Chriſt Jeſus : That Chriſt may reign victo. 
riouſly in eyery one of them, live in —_ 
E a 
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att in them, govern them by his Spirit, 
that they may indeed bring forth the Fruits 
of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Gentleneſs, Meeknels, Temperance, 
. "OV; -- 
I muſt be importunate witk God to make 
them al! Partakers of theBenefts of Chriſt's 

Death and Paſlion, evenof that Pardon and 
Peace,and Salvation, he hath purchaſed, and 
cauſe them to walk worthy of it,like Perſons 
that are ſenſible of the greatneſs of the Fa. 
vour.and the depth,and breadth,and length, 
and height, of the Love of God, and conſe- 
quently may be fild with all the Fulneſs of 
God, 

IIL, 

. Imuſt be thankful for the Honour I have 
received at ſuch a time. I muſt look upon'c 
as more than ordinary Preferment,that God 
hath vouchſafed mea place at his Table,ad- 
mitted me into the number of his Children, 
made me Partaker of the promiſes of the 
Goſpel, open'd his Boſom to me, received 
me into Fayour, aſliſted me with the Spirit, 
given me a Right to the Tree of Life; and 
viſited me with his Salvation. 

Here the Words of David may juſtly be 
applied, my Soul ſhall joy in thy Strength, 


O Lord; and in thy Salvation, how greatly. . 


may I rejoyce! Thou haſt given me my hearts 
deſire, and haſt not withheld the Requeſt 
of my Lips ! thou haſt prevented me _ 

| one 
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the Blz:ſſings of Goodneſs, thou ſetteſt a 
Crown of pure Gold on my Head. I ask*d 
Life of thee, and thou gaveſt me, even 
length of days for ever andever. My Glory 
is great in thy Salvation, Honor and Ma- 
jeſty haſt thou laid upon me ; for thou haſt 
made me Bleſſed for ever. Thou haſt made 
me exceeding glad with thy Countenance. 
Therefore will I truſt in the Lord, and, 
through the Mercy of the moſt high, I ſhalt 
not miſcarry. Thine hand ſhall find ont all 
my Spiritual Enemies, thy right hand ſhall 
find out all thoſe that hate thee, Be thou 
exalted, Lord, in thine own Strength, 10 
will we ſing and praiſe thy Power. 


IV. 

I muſt go home rejoycing, and praiſing ' 
God, Praiſe is comely for the Upright, 
the poor Cripple did ſo when he was heal- 
ed, and have not1 far greater reaſon to do 
ſo? Behold, I am healed at this time from 
mine Infirmity, and ſhall not his Praiſe be 
continually in my Mouth ? 

I muſt ſay in my Heart,mySoul doth mag- 
nifie theLord,and mySpirit rejoyces inGod, 
my Salvation ? I will extol thee, O God, my 
King, and I will praiſe thy Name for ever 
and ever, Every day I will bleſs thee, and 
praiſe thy Name for ever and ever. O, all 
ye that fear the Lord,come,and 1 will tell ye, 
what he hath done for my Soul, His Love 

E 2 hath 
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hath overcome my Corruption, his fervent 
Charity my Coldneſs, his Goodneſs my Sins 
and Follies. Except the Lord had been on 


my ſide, now might I ſay, if the Lord had 


not been on my ſtde,when Temptations and 
Corruptions roſe up againſt me, then they 
had ſwallowed me up quick, when their 
Wrath was kindled againſt me,then theWa- 
ters had overwhelm*d me, the Stream had 
gone over mySoul: Bleſſed be the Lord,who 
hath not given me over as a Prey unto their 
Teeth. My Soul iseſcaped as a Bird out of 
the Snare of the Fowlers; the Snare is bro- 
ken,and I am eſcaped. My help is in theName 
of the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth, 
V. 

Being made whole, I muſt, for the future, 
take hced,and fin wiltully no more : Having 
waſhed my Feet, T mult not defile *em again, 

I muſt ſtand upon my watch; & ſhun thoſe 
Occaſions which formerly led me into ſin. 

I muſt be cautions and afraid of an ill 
\Word, as much as of an evil Action, and my 
very Thoughts muſt be purged from that 
filth, that uſed to cleave to them, 

I muſt ſtrangle an evil Suggeſtion in its 
Birth, and when I find any motion rifing 
in my mind, that looks like Envy, or Pride, 
or deſire of Vain-glory, or Greedineſs af- 
ter the World, 1 muſt check it upon its 


ticſt appearance. 
. I muſt 
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I muſt bid an eternal farewel to Unhelief 
and Miſtruit of God?s Proyidence, and ſhun 
thoſe ſinfulCompliances with Men, which 
heretofore 1 was uſed to be guilty of, 

| muſt not only watch againft groſler 
Sins, and ſuch as Jews and Heathens can 
avoid, but againſt the ſecret Diſorders and 
Errors of my Heart, which none ſees but 
God, who 1s Ovct ail, Bleſled for evermore. 


\# © 

I mnſt frequently compare my ACtions EC 
Behaviour with the Vow and Promiſe, and 
ſolemn Reſolution I have made in the Holy 
Sacrament, whether my Deportment be a» 
greable to thok Engagements; whether 
ſtand fn awe of thoſe vows and Promiſes ; 
and whether they influence my Thoughts, 
.and Words and Practices; whether my ha- 
tred of Sinencreaſes and my love to Holineis 
grows ſteady and unmovadle; whether I 
check my ſelf, upon feeling an Inclination or 
Propenlity toa ſinful ACt, with ſach thoughts 
.as Theſe : Is this the effect of my IateVow? ls 
this to ſtand to the Covenant 1 lately made 
with God ? Is it poſlible I can be ſo perfi- 
. dious,as to break with God ? Hath the Crols 
of Chriſt ſo lictle power with me ? Shall 
it not reſtrain me from ſuch a Sin, as this? 
Fooliſh Creature ! Shall a lictle Profic or 
Pleaſure tempt me to pleaſe the Devil, and 
wrong.my Immcrtal Soul ? I am tied by a 
| E.3 ſolema 
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T,lemn Promiſe, made in a moſt ſolemn 
Place, by a Promiſe made to God, by a Pro- 
miſe ſealed with the Blood of Jeſus, not to 
doit; and ſhall I preſumetodo it, or hope 
tor Pardon, after this Preſumption ? 

I muſt take notice, Whether the thoughts 
of Chriſt's Death make my Paſſions weak; 
whether they leflen the heat of them ; whe- 
ther they repreſs their fierceneſs; whether 
they work in me that contempt of the 
World, which was 1ſo ſignal in my dear 
Lord and Maſter. 

I muſt ever and anon look, how my Graces 
thrive, whether noWeeds grow among them 

thatare like tochoke the wholefome Herbs, 


"P83. 


I muſt now ſtudy Self-denial, even in 
things lawful, and that ſeem to have no 
harm in them. Self-denial in Eating and 
Drinking, in my Cloaths, in my Recreati- 
ons, in my Time, in my Diſcourſes, in my 
Wir, in my Reading, in my Profit, in my 
Eaſe, and in my Sleep. 

I muſt now take heed, I do not eat and 
drink to ſatiety, but labour ſtill to riſe from 
My Meals with an Appetite, 

I muſt now and then humble my Soul with 
a Religious Faſt, and many times forbear 
eating of that Diſh I have moſt mind to,to 


baing my ſenſual Deſires into order, 
I muſt 


"hay 
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I muſt not imitate every vain faſhion I ſee 
ether people uſe, but mult be very modeſt: 
and decent in my Garb, and, having Means 
and Opportunities to buy me better, reſerve 
that Money, 1 would have laid out upon a 
richer Suir, for Pious Uſes, 

I mu not think every Recreation law- 
ful, becauſe it's commonly uſed by Men, 
who are none of the worſt, I muſt not en- 
courage the Vanity of Men and Women, 
that are. in Love with Stage-Plays by my 
Example; as being things 1 abjured in my 
Baptiſm : But my Recreation muſt be ſuch 
as may fit me for Spiritual Devotions. 

I muſt not ſpend my time,as ſome luxuri- 
ous and idle people do,in needlets and com- 
plemental Viſits, in playing at Cards and 
Dice; butin Words and Attions, and Dif- 
courſes, that may be uſeful and profitable 
elther to the Souls or Bodies of my Family, 
and my Neighbors. 

[ muſt nor cenſure or judge my Nzighbor 
raſhly in my Speeckes and Difconrles; and 
not be eaſily drawa to give aVerdict or Jndg- 
ment of People, except it be in their Praile 
and Commendation, if they do deſerve ir, - 

I mult not give my ſelf too great Liber- 
ty in Jeſting ; but ſorbear blurting out a 
witty Saying, if it be ſmutty or abufive; 
or any way prejudicial to my Neighbors 
Credit and Reputation, 

I maſt not give my ſelf to reading of Ro- 
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mances, and ſuch Books as ſerve to render 
the Mind vain, and the Aﬀections 1cole, 
and regardleſs of Spiritual Things. 

_ I muſt expreſs my Gratitude. ro God, 
. for the Temporal Gainand Profit his Hand 
ſends me, by conſecrating ſome part of it 
-to good Uſes; nor muſt 1 be ford of that 


Profit, which arifeth from undermining my 


Neighbor, 

1 muſt rot ſtudy the Eaſe of my Fleſh 
much ; but take Opportunities to ule it to 
fome Hardſhips, that it may become more 
Obcdient to my Reaſon. | 


I muſt not ſtay at my Sport, ſo long as } 


- my ſenſual Deſires crave, but uſe only 1o 
much of it, as may render me ſerviceabk 
to God and Man. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the abſolute neceſſity of living up 
to the Rules aforeſaid. 


Confcience, 
i A ND doſt thon verily bel eve, that 
this is the way tocternal Life ? 

Chrift. Yes, certainly 3 for this is the way 
that thePrimitive Believers walk'd in. They 
did not think that Heaven was to be gained 
at a cheaper rate, and why ſhould I ? Thus 
did the Apoſtles, thus did their Followers, 
and without ſuch Self-denial, they _ 
| there 
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there was no arriving to Happineſs, Be- 
ſides, this is moſt agreeable to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel ; and why ſhould I think, 
that I may be ſaved another way, than God 
himſelf hath appointed ? 

Con/, If thou art perſuaded, that this is . 
the way , Lord, why doſt not thou ſet about 
it? Why art thou ſo loath to come to it ? 


- Why doſt.thou act ſo contrary to it, when 


| every moment thou art in danger of Dzath, 
and upon thy death there depends Eternity? 


Chriſt. O, this baſe, this wicked, World 
hinders me, the ill Examples of my careleſs 
Neighbours, care of getting a Livelihood, 


the many Croſſes and Dilappointments x 


meet with, Hopes of having more time here- 


after, the Company I converſe with, the 


| People T have to deal with, fear of want,and 


the Calling and Condition I am in, are ſuch 
impediments I know not how to ſhake off. 
Conſe, Is it not poſlible to live in theWorld, 
and to keep thy-ſelf unſpotted from it? If it 
benot, live a Beggar rather ; live diſpiſed ; 
live contemptible, live diſregarded by all 
Men, rather than not enter into theſe ever- 
laſting Joys. Shall a pleaſant ſinful life hin- 
der thee from the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
God ? Shall the ſawnings and applautes of 
Men hinder thee from the Eternal applauſe 
of Angels 2 Think, if thou wert ſtanding ar 
the Great Tribunal, trembling at the Eter= 
nal horror thou art condemned to; think 
6.c.t WHC- 
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whether thou would*ſt not wiſh, that thoy 
had'ſt lived in Caves and Holes, poor,deſti- 
tute, aſflicted, for a few years, rather than 
have come to this miſerable end? Why 
fhould the Examples of thy careleſs Neigh. 
bors move thee, when thou knoweſt there 
are but few that will be ſaved ? Can'ſt not 
thou get a Livelihood, except thou art rich 
and greedy after the Glories of the World? 
If thou canſt but get Food and Raiment, con- 
tent thy ſelf; and that moſt certainly thou 
wilc get, if thou art induſtrious in thy law. 
ful Calling,and dareſt but truſt God.Croſles, 
Loſles, and Diſappointments, are neceſlary 
for thee,to drive thee fromEarth toHeaven; 


and if all this while thou doſt not loſe thy | 


Soul, thou art ſafe enough. Do but look up- 
on thy Soul as worth more than a thouſand 
Worlds, and none of theſe things will de- 
ject thee. Thy hopes of having time to re- 
peat hereafter, is a mere cheat and if thou 
truſt ro that, thou wilt never be ſaved. A 
Spiritual Life is a thing of Labor and Pains, 
& Circumſpection ; and canſt thou be ſo ſil- 
ly, as to think a few careleſs Prayers will at 
laſt plant it in thee? Alas! Thele are child- 
iſh Reaſonings. The Company thou conver- 
ſeſt withal, if they are thy Bane, muſt be 
ſhaken off, whatever comes on*r, There 1s 
nodallying in a thing of this Conſequence 
& if other Men will potſon themſelves, why 


thould'f} thou ? Let the People thou __ L 
| with | 


— 
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with be never ſo bad,that's no Example for 
thee to follow.If they are unreaſonable, why 
ſhould*ſt thou loſe thy Wits,and thy Salva- 
tion, fort their ſakes? lf they cheat or abuſe 
thee, they do themſelves more wrong than 
thee; nor will thy fuming and fretting at 
them, convert, or bring them intoa berterc 
temper. Why ſhould*ſt thou be afraid of 
Want, when thou doſt not ſee a Bird ſtarve, 
or die, for want of Food ? And canWant be 
grievous, when the Author and Captain of 
thy Salvation was in want, and his Follow. 
ers were ſo too, and yet did live in Heaven ? 
Either thy Calling is honeſt, or difhoneſt, 1f 
diſhoneſt, and an inevitable occaſion of fin- 
. ning, away with it, and turn Plowman or 
Servant, rather than live in it: If honeſt, 
do not involve thy ſelf in too much Buſ - 
neſs ; for that will certainly hinder thee 
from frequent Prayer and Meditation, and 
looking after the Concerns of thy Soul; 
And as for Neceſſaries, thy God will not 
{uffer thee to want them, 

Lift up thineEyes, look upon this World : 
The greateſt part of the Men thou ſeeſt, will 
certainly be eternally miſerable. Why ſhould- 
eſt thou venture with them?Doſt thou think 
that howling with ?emat laſt, will give thce 
any comfort ? Thereis a Prize put into- thy 
hand, why ſhould'ſt thou ſlight it, and la- 
ment thy contempt for ever? Neglect not 
the preſen; time; Do not let this opportuni- 
ty 
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ty ſlip: Thy God waits for thee : Come in 
before the Door be ſhut, believe in good 
carneſt, and nothing will ſeem difficulr. 
Chriſt, I am convinced, I yield; I have 
nothing to ſay againſt all this. Great God! 
help me : draw me after thee, and I will 
run, Up, up, my lazy, idle, ſleeping, Soul ! 
Open thine Eyes 3 put on Reſolution ; waſh 
away thy filth; ſhake off thy Priſon-Gar- 
ments; gird up thy Loins; make haſte,run 
zo God, break the Chains of Sin, and preſent 
thy Heart to the living God. Lift up thine 
Eyes; Look into Heaven; liſten with thine 
Ears; view the holy Angels, hearken to 
their Hallelujah's; chaſe away thy darkneſs; 
cleanſe thy ſelf ; become an humble Spouſe 
of the Lord Jeſus ; feed thy ſelf with his 
Beauty, kiſs him with the Lips of Faith; 
make him thy Darling, receive him into 
thy Boſom 3 quench thy Thirit with his 
Blood; hold him faſt; do not let him go; 
ling his Praiſes; admire his Love; meet 
him by Repentance; keep him by holy 
Fervors ; honour his Name, dare to ſpeak 
for him ; be not aſhamed of him; confeſs 
him before Men, and he will confeſs thee 
| before his Father, and his holy Angels, 
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PRAYERS 
| AND : 
DEVOTIONS 
To be uſed Before and After Recel- 


ving of the Holy Sacrament of the 
LORDS SUPPER. 


I 
A Confeſſion to be ſaid by way of 


Preparation. 


Thou great Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctifier of Men ! Whenl reflect up- 

on my Life, how contrary to thy holy and 
wholſom Laws, how unlike the Lives of 
thy Saints, how unworthy of thy Mercies 
and Favours it hath been ; how can I forbear 
bluſhipgg! How can I forbear proſtrating 
myſelf before thee ! How can Iforbear fal- 
ling into the humbleſt poſtures my Soul and 
Body is capable of! Haw have abuſed thy 
Goodneſs ! How have I affronted thy Chari- 
ty! How haye I treſpaſied upon thy Pati 
ERCE { 
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ence! How havel reſiſted thy tender Calls! 
How haſt thou waited for me, while I have 
been ſtubborn ! How haſt thou courted me, 
while I have been vain! How haſt thou ca- 
reſs*d me, while I have been careleſs! How 
deep ought my contrition to be! How pro. 
found my Sorrow! How profuſe my Tears! 
I have mourned for a dead Corps; I have 
wept for a deceaſed Relation ; I have griev- 
ed to ſee the Body of my Friend left without 
a Soul : Yet have not mourned for God's de- 
parting from me, nor wept for the dead. 
neſs of my Heart, nor grieved to ſee my 
{elf deprived of thy Grace and Mercy, 

O, my Lord! I ſee my folly, I perceive I 
have gone aſtray, Iam ſenſible I have diſho- 
noured thee ! How different do my Sins ap- 
pear to me now, from what they did before ! 
They look more diſmal, more dreadful, more 
bloody, than once they did! Now I would 
mourn,now 1 would take on for them,now 
I would deplore them! O, touch this frozen 
Heart, that it may melt! © Jeſu ! Look upon 
theſe Eyes of mine, that they may flow with 
Water ! O, behold me from the Croſs, 
thatI may weep bitterly ! There is hopes, 
that if I mourn, I fhall be comforted; if I 
weep, 1 ſhall laugh at laſt; if 1 grieve, I 
ſhall rejoyce. O, my God, I long to hear 
thy joyful Voice; Be of good cheer, thy ſins 
are forgiven thee! I long to rejoyce in thee ! 
1 long to be bleſſed with the light of thy 
| Coun- 
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Countenance! But the Sun will not ſhine out, 
till after the Rain. O, then water this Face 
of mine, ſpeak the word, bid the Waters 
flow, bid penitential Showres enrich this 
barren Ground, and I ſhall feel thy warmer 
Beams; thy Love will refreſh me; thy Pre- 
ſence will revive me, and my Garments of 
Heavineſs will be turned into Garments of 
Praiſe and Exultation, O, my Jeſus! thou 
hangedſt naked on the Croſs, that I might 
be deck*d with thy purple Robes! Thou 
waſt wounded, that I might be healed! ©, 
heal me,and I ſhall be healed ! Come,deareſt 
Phyſician, and thy Servant ſhall be whole. 
Behold, Lord ! Here comes a poor Prodi- 
gal, quaking and trembling, to thy Throne? 
I come from a far Country, from the Land 
of Darkneſs,from the Borders of the Burn. 
ing Lake, from the Froztiers of Hell. I come 
miſerable and naked ! I come begging, that 
thou would?ſt put a Ring upon my Finger, 
and betroth me unto thy ſelf in Righteouſ- 
neſs. The Mercy is too big for me to ask, 
but not for thee to grant. I have no Merir, 
 Ican plead no deſert, Here thou ſeeſt no- 
thing but filthy Rags. O, throw thy Mantle 
over me ! I have heard, that thou lovyeſt to 
manifeſt thy greateſt power in the greateſt 
weakneſs, thy greateſt ſtrength inthe great- 
eſt infirmity. I have heard, thou loveſt to 
ſpread thy Skirts over thoſe that are deſti- 
tute, and afflicted, that are caſt abroad, have 
no 
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no Eye to pity them, and know not where 


to addreſs themſelves for relief, Thou haſt 
promiſed to ſuch, to open Rivers for them 
in high places, and Fountains in the midſt 
of Valleys. When the needy and thirſty 
ſeek for Water, thou, the God of 77ae, 
wilt not forſake them. 

O my Lord ! If Miſery be a motive to 
Mercy, here thou ſeeſt it in the higheſt de. 
gree! What,mighty,what marvellous things 
haſt thou done for me! Yet have I-run a- 
way from thee! What haſte have I made 
to get out of thy ſight! how afraid have I 
been of ſerving thee! Thou haſt been my 
greateſt Friend, and I have uſed thee like an 
Enemy ! How have I ſhunn'd thy Counſels, 
as if they had been big with death and thun- 
der ! Ah, fooliſh Creature ! how have for- 
ſaken thee, the Fountain of living Waters! 
how fond have. I been of broken Ciſterns! 
how enamoured with muddy Paddles! Ah, 
my Father, how didſt.thou pity me; how 
didſt thou bewailmy blindneſs ! With what 
forrowful Eyes didſt thou look upon my 
wilfulneſs ! Behold, my Lord! I do return, 
I return, that I may look upon thee; I re- 
turn, that thou may*ſt look upon me ! I re- 
turn, O, do thou rejoyce over me ! O, let 
there be joy in the preſence of thy holy 
Angels over this Sinner, who repents! lam 
troubled, Il am exceedingly troubled, that I 

have made no anſwerable retyrns to thy 
| Love; 
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Love; that thy Grace hath been beſtowed 

upon me in vain; that thy Mercy hath 

been thrown away upon ſuch aWretch : Oh, 
the Baſeneſs ! Oh, the Ingratitude! Oh, the 
Diſingenuity, that I have been guilty of ! 

Thou haſt been my greateſt Benefactor |! 

How freely, how lovingly, how candidly, 
haſt thou viſited me ! Yet I have reſiſted 
thy Power, deſpiſed thy Wiſdom, under- 
valued thy Goodneſs! Thou would®lt have 
torn down my ſtrong-holds of Iniquity,and 
I would not; thou would*ſt have taught-me 
my Duty to God and Man, and I refuſed it; 
thou would*ſt have made me Holy, as thou 
art Holy,and I ſcorn'd it,ungrateful Worm ! 

Do I thus reward the Lord my God ! Could 
I recompenſe ſuch Mercies with ſuch Sins ! 
Such Favours with ſuch groſsNegletts!Thy 
Condeſcenſion with Pride! Thy Humilia- 
tion with Envy ! Thy Love with Anger! 
Thy Bounty with ſlight and ſlovenly Per- 
formances! Thy Bowels with Diſobedi- 
ence! Thy Charity with contempt of my- 
Netzkbor! Thy Bleſſings with Revenge! 

Thy Benefits with averſeneſs from Virtue 
and Goodneſs! Thy Munificence with Va- 
nity ! And the Showers of thy Grace with 

Earthly-mindednelſs, 

Ah, How are my Sins multiplied ! How 
like a heavy Burden are they become, too 
heavy for me to bear ? But, Oh, myGod!Thy 
Mercy is over all thy Works! Thy Mercy 

Is 
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is greater than my Sins! My Sins have taken 
hold upon me! What fhall I do? Iama bur- 
den to my ſelf: I am bow'd down with the 
weight of my Tranſgreſſions. Whither, O 
my Lord, ſhould I go. but to thee, who 
haſt the Words of Eternal Life ? Thou haſt 
pity on Sinners, thou converſeſt with them, 
thou eateſt with them ; receive me graci- 
ouſly, love me freely ; think upon thy Mer- 
Cy, think upon thy Blood 3 think upon thy 
Tears; and accept of me! I am ſurrounded 
with dangers, encompaſſed with Enemies, 
encircled with helliſh Monſters; yet in the 
midiſt of theſe Preſſires, I hear thee ſaying, 
Come to me all ye 2vho are weary, and heavy 
laden, Shall I hide my ſelf, as Adam did in 
Paradiſe! Shall this word fright me away ? 
Shall I refuſe to come, when thou calleſt in 
this ſtill Voice? No, No, I will confeſs my 
\ Tranſgreſſion, and thou wilt forgive the 
iniquity of my Sin. I will harden my Heart 
no more; I will turn a deaf Ear to thee no 
more, I will ſtand out no longer ; I will re- 
fiſt thy Light no longer ; I will grieve thee 
no more, I will afflit and vex thy Holy 
Spirit no more, 

O, infinite Goodneſs! O, wonderful Love! 
though with the Publican I dare not lift up 
my Eyes to Heaven, yer, with the humble 
Magdalen, I will come behind thee weep- 
ing, and waſh thy Feet with my Tears, and 
kiſs them. O, let me hear the bleſſed News 


of 
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of Pardon from thy Mouth! Thon cameſt, 
Lord, thou cameſt, not tocall the Righte- 
ous, but Sinners to Repentance; and of theſe 
I am chief! If thou wilt converſe with Sin- 
ners, here is one that wants thy help, and 
that ſtands in need of thy Cure, full of Diſ- 
eaſes, full of Sores, full of Weaknels, full of 
Errors,full of Infirmities,aProdigy of Frail- 
ty. Here, Lord, here, is work for thy ſtrong 
Hand, and for thy mighty Arm: In this 
Hcart are Devils that muſt be expelÞd by 
thy Power. Stretch forth thy Hand and 
ſave me. Here is an Object to exerciſe thy 
Omnipotent Hand upon. My Cure requires 
Miracles : It's no ordinary Virtue that will 
ſet me to rights again. Thou, thou, O Lord, 
muſt come and ſtrike thy Hand over the 
ſore place, and my Leprofie will be gone. 

Thy Prophet cries, by thy Order, Return 
unto the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, flow to Anger, and repents him of the 
evil ! I believe, Lord ! I believe; my Heart 
is wounded within me. I come, I come, Fa- 
ther, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and be. 
fore thee, ard am no more worthy to be 
called thy Son ; make me as one of thy 
hired Servants. But then 1 deſire no other 
hire, noother Wages, but thy ſelf : Thon 
art my exceeding great Reward. 

Oh! How bitter a thing is it to forſake 
thee ! What have I got by offending thee! 


What have [ gained by ſinning againſt thee ? 
| Na- 
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Nothing but Shame, and Horror,and Trem- 
bling, and Confuſion. Darkneſs hath cover- 
ed me, the ſhadow of Death hath fallen up- 
on me!What fruit had I then in thoſe things, 
whereof I am now aſhamed! My Soul hath 
been diveſted of her Innocence, her Joy, her 
Peace, her Comfort, and her Satisfaction, 
And, O, my Jeſus; did?ſt not thou ſtand my 
Friend now! Great Mediator, did*lt not 
thou ſtand in the Gap now, and plead for 
me; O, my Redeemer, di4*{t not thou in- 
tercede for me; I muſt be proſtituted, and 
expoſed to eternal Laughter and Derilion ! 
Good Lord! How pitiful, how wretched, 
how trivial, how impertinent, how inconſi- 
derable, was that Pleaſure, that Profit, that 


- Thing,for which I did affront and diſhonour 


thee ! Whenl look upon thy Creatures, ei- 
ther above, or below; I wonder, how they 
were able to contain themſelves, and not 
vindicate their Maſters Honor, which they 


law abuſed by me; I wonder, they did not. 


tall upon me, and cruſh me into Perdition, 
when they ſaw, how bold, how preſumptu- 
ous, this Caitiff was! 

O,my Lord ! For this my Soul ſhall mourn 
in ſecret; even for this, that I have not lo- 
ved thee better, that I have not ſought 
thee more, that I have not approached 
thee with greater Veneration ! Hencefor- 
ward, Lord, if all the Pleaſures, all the Ri- 
ches, all the Honors of this World, were 

con- 
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concentered in this Sin,that formerly I liy?d 
in, it ſhould be no Temptation to me, I 
would tear the Tyrant out of its Seat : It 
ſhould uſurp thy place no more: I would 
pull it out of its Throne, it ſhould find no 
harbour in me: "Thy Love ſhould conſtrain 
me to part with it. I will crucifie thee no 
more. I havetrampled too long upon thy 
Mercy, I will make light of itno more! 
O, my Jeſus? Remember thy Agonies, 
remember thy Pain, remember thy 5:Fer- 
ings, remember thy Death, and forget iny 
Sins, Thy Servant Davidcry*d once, 75:52 


ſimed, and thou did'ſt preſently take away 


his Sin, My ſighing is not hid from thee, 
O,do not hide thy Face from me! Mmaſſeth 
look?d up to thee, and thou had*ſt reſpect 
unto his Prayer, O, giveecar to my Prayer 
too, that goes not out of feigned Lips ! The 
Ninevites humbled themſelves, and thou 
waſt entreated, O, repent thy ſelf of the 
Evil thou haſt ſaid thou would'ſt do un- 
to me, and do it not, Peter wept, and 
thou gaveſt him a gracious Look, I wa- 
ter my Couch with my Tears; O, ſmile 
upon me too, and ſay, have redeemed, 
thee, theu. art mine. 

] love thee, O Lord, and would have 
every Creature love thee, I would have all 
things, that have breath, praiſe the Lord, I 
would have every Creature ſhew forth thy 
Glory, Thou haſt loved me from all Eter- 

nity ! 


| 
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nity ! Was ever ſuch Love heard of as thine 
was! to come from the Manſions of the 
Bleſſed, into a Vale of Tears, to advance 
ſuch a Creature from Death to Lifeeternal! 
Thou haſt made my Death a harmleſs, nay, 
a gainful thing. Thy Croſs hath ſweetned 
all; there was Death in the Pot, but thou 
threweſt in Meal, and didlt ſweeten all. O, 
blot out the very Footſteps of my Sins, and 
ſet me as a Seal upon thy Heart; ſo will 
I give Thanks in the ;reat Congregation, 
my Lips ſhall praiſe thee. 

O, my Life ! 1 would prefer thee above 
all thy Creatures! I would look upon all 
theſe outward Comtorts as a Drop in the 
Bucket, and on thee as the Ocean; on 
theſe, as the ſmall Duſt in the Ballance ; 
on thee, as the Rock of Ages, I would 
love thee with all my Heart, I would love 
thee more than my ſelf! O, that my whole 
Mind were united to thee ! O, that I might 
know nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified! O, that all the Powers of my Soul 
might embrace thee! O, that 1 might 
ſeek thy Glory with ſtronger Deſires than 
Worldlings do their Wealth, or the Cove- 
tous the encreaſe of their Incomes! O, that 1 
could adhere unto thee inſeparably ! O, 
withdraw my Heart from every evil way ! 
Encline my Heart to all Goodneſs : Let not 
my Afﬀections be henceforth corrupted with 
Love of the Creature ; Let me not be weary 


of 


— 
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of loving thee: Let nothing overcome my 
Love, letnothing damp it, O, enable me 
to ſay, Who ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of 
God ? O,draw my Soul with Cords of Love, 
with this Love wound and pierce my 
Heart, and make it ſick, that ir may inſa- 
tiably long for thee ! O, I could love thee 
without ceaſing, love thee without Bounds, 
love thee without meaſure ! O, let my Soul 
melt with this Fire! And purge away that 
filth which doth ſo eaſily beſer me! Take 
away from me all that doth diſpleaſe thee ; 
refine in me all that pleaſes thee z be thou 
ever preſent with me, live in me, thou 
Fountain of Life ; and let me live in thee, 
and let that Charity live in me, which 
ſuffers long, and is kind ; which envies not, 
which vaunteth not it ſelf, which is not 
puft up, which doth not behave it ſelf un- 
{eemly, ſeeks not her own, is not eaſily pro. 
voked, thinks no evil, rejoyces not in Ini- 
quity, but rejoyces in the Truth, bears all 
things, believes all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen, 


A Prayer for Faith. 


O Thon, from whom every good and 
perfect Gift deſcends, who giveſt to 
all Men liberally, and upbraideſt not ; thou 
calleſt, Seek ye my Face ;, thy Face, Lord, 
will 
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will I ſeek! Thon haſt ſaid, O Lord, thy 
Mouth hath ſpoken it, if he had but Faith 
as a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, ye ſhould ſay un- 
to this Mountain, be thou removed,andcaft 
into the Sea, and it ſhould obey you. O, my 
Lord ! I have Rocks to be diſplaced, Moun. 
tains to be removed, vaſt Loads to be freed 
from; Rocks of Unbelief, Mountains of 
Sin, Loads of Iniquity ! Oh, lend me thy 
helping Hand, None can give Relief, none 
can ſuccour, none can do me any good, but 
thy ſelf. How dark, how dull, how doubtful, 
is my Faith! Sometimes it blazes, then it 
diſappears again; ſometimes it*s vigorous, 
then ſlack, and grows remiſs again I be- 
lieve thee in Sun-ſhine, and faint in a 
Storm ; ſometimes I get a ſight of thy 
Glory; then I loſe it again, Oh, how une- 
ven is my Faith! When thy Candle ſhines 
over my Head, and I waſh my Feet in Butter, 
I believe; but where is my Faith in the dark, 
when the Fig-tree doth not bloſſom, when 
there is no Fruit in the Vine, when the 
labour of the Olive doth fail! O, how it 
ſinks at ſuch times! Oh, how weak it grows! 
Lord, I believe, help my Unbelief! O,thou 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, thou bright Morning 
Star, thou mighty Star of Facob, ſhine up- 
on me, ſhine upon this dark Soul of mine, 
preſs in by thy piercing Beams, ſcatter the 
Clouds of my Unbelief ; diſpel thoſe Mitts, 
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drive them away, O, thou Holy one of 
Ifrael. 
| believe, but my Faith doth got rouze - 
me from my ſpiritual ſlumber ; I believe, 
but myFaith doth not overcome difficalcies; 
| believe, but my Faith doth aot put me up- 
on Self-denial ; I believe, but my Faith doth 
not engage me to that cautiouſnels of offend- 
ing thee, which is neceſlary to Salvation ; 
I believe, but my Faith doth not make me 
laborious, doth not make me ſtrive, and 
fight, and work, and enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate ; I do not believe, asif I ſaw. My 
Faith is not the ſubſtance of things unſeen, 
I donot repreſent that future Glory to my 
Mind in ſuch lively Chara@ters,as if it were 
preſent to my ſight. Iſeem to rejoyce in 
thy Promiſes but when I am to apply them, 
what doubts, what ſcruples, what perplexi- 
ties ariſe in my mind ! I believe thou haſt 
overcome Death ; yet how do I tremble at 
its approaches! I believe thou art preſent 
with me in Afﬀiction; yet how often do[ 
loſe thy Image ! I believe, my deareſt Lord, 
That thou cameſt from Heaven to reveal 
to me thy Fathers Will; yet I do not ſo 
readily obey it as I would ! I believe, but 
am too often overcome by a Paſſion, too 
often by a Temptation, too often by the 
World! 
O, my Lord! give mean aCtive Faith, a 
working Faith, a vigorous Faith, a lively - 
F Faith, 
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Faith,an effeCtual Faith ; a Faith which may 
oblige me to ſhake off all Dulneſs, all Drow- 
zinels, all Lazineſs, and which may make me 
awake to Righteouſneſs. Give mea Faith, 
that may ſurmount all hardſhips, may bea- 
.fraidof nothing, of no Bear, no Lion inthe 
way. Give me a Faith that may make me 
'bold as a Lion, courageous in Danger, re- 
{ſolute in the greateſt Tryals, and magnani- 
mous under the greateſt Burdens, A Faith 
I want, which may make all that is within 
me ſtoop to the Yoke of Jeſus, which may 
croſs my Fleſh-and Blood, crucifie my vain 
Deſires, and daſh mine inordinate AﬀeCti- 
Ons. O,give me a Faith which may make me 
tender of thy Glory, loth to co any thing 
that -may be offenſive to thee, unwilling 
£0 diſpleale thee the Author of my Being. 
Give me a Faith which may oblige me to 
labour in thy Vineyard, and work out my 
Salvation with fear and trembling ; a Faith 
that may look into Eternity, ſurvey the 
Glorious Manſions prepared by the Son of 
Cod, live there, and converſe there, and 
draw Comforts and Conſolations from that 
perfection of Glory; a Faith which may 
Iive upon thy Promiles, lay hold on them 
in deſpight of oppolition, and claim them 
as my Heritage for ever; a Faith which 
may look Death in the face, Cefie its Pow. 
er, {upport it ſelf with Chriſt's Victory 
aud ſing with Triumph over it, 04 D_— 

| Where 
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Where x thy Sting? A Faith which may make 
Afflitioneaſie, my Burden light, and ſweet- 
enall my troubles; a Faith which may pu- 
riiemy Heart, conſtrain me to Obedience, - 
and compel me to a cheerful running at thy 
Command and Order; a Faith which may 
controul all my Luſts, check my inordinate 
Deſires, bear down all beforeit, ſet up the 
Lord Jeſus in my Soul, and make every ima- 
gination ſubject to him, who mult reign till 
he hath put all Enemies under his Feet, 

O, Bleſſed Light! Which enlightneſt eve- 
ry Man that comes intothe World ! Direct 
my Steps, illuminate my Underſtanding, 
ſhew me the way I muſt walk'in, that no 
Error may miſlead me, no falſe DoCtrine 
corrupt me, no Herefie deceive me, no falſe 
Fire beguile me; ſtretch forth thy hand, 
and hold thou up my goings in thy Path, 
that I may get ſafe to my Journeys end, I 
am a Traveller and Pilgrim here, go thou 
before me, and [I'll follow thee ; lead me 
through this barcen Wilderneſs, and leave 
me not till I enter into Canaan. lt is not, 
| Lord, of him that runs, nor of him that 
wills, but of thee who ſheweſt Mercy. As 
Fleſh and Blood could not have revealed 
theſe things unto me, ſo thou alone muſt 
enable my Faith to quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Devil. Ariſe, O God, and let 
thine Enemies be ſcattered. 

O, howam I beholden to thee! What 

F 2 Thanks, 
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Thanks, what Praiſes do I owe thee, that 
thou haſt calld me to the light of thy 
Goſpel ! That thou haſt diſcovered to me 
thoſe Errors, which Perſons of other Ke- 
Iizions.in the World lie 1avolved in ! That 
I have liberty toread thy Word, to peruſe 
it, and to know the things beloaging to 
| my Peace ! Thou haſt not dealt ſo with 
other Perſons; and as for thy Judgments, 
they have not known then), But what will 
| this Kuowledge profit me, if my Practice 
be not ſuitable, or my Belief ſtrong, and 
| firm, and vigorous ? I] tremble:to think, how. 
many thoufands are like tg periſh for want 
| of this Faith, Ah! how few do believe in 
| good carne(t! How few believe with any 
lively Aﬀections ! How few act, and live, 
| as if they did believe ! O, moſt Patient God, 
pity, pity, thar vaſt multitnde of Chriſti- 
| an Unbelievers! Sce, how Hell hath opened 
| her .Mouth to ſwallow them up! O, thou 
that haſt redeemed them with thy Blood ! 
Why ſhould the Enemy run away with thy & 
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Purchaſe! See, how theſe poor Creatures V 
wander like Sheep withouc a Shepherd ! I 
O. 2ather them! O, ſeek them, that thou | 

11a ?lt find them ! Undeceive them, et them n 

{oe, how far they are from the Kingdom of v 

fed! O, my Lord! I believe that thou t 

2:7 and wilt bea Rewarderto them that dt- ſi 

itzently ſeek thee; I believe, if any Man t 

£+1il do thy Will, he fball know of thy l 
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Dottrine, whether it be of God or no; I 
believe , that not the leaſt Tile of thy 
Word ſhall fail: O, encreaſe my Beliet ! 
Let not my Faith reſt upon thy Doctrine 
only; but let it have regard to all thy 
Laws! O, let me fo believe an approach- 
ing Eternity, as to be concerned at the 
Thoughts of it! O, let me not only talk 
of it, but let my Belief rouze my ARCONTns 
from their ſlumber, 

O, my Jeſus ! I believe thou waſt cruct- 
fied for my Sins; How then ſhonld 1 live 
in Sin! aſſure me, that if I do, F do but 
mock thee : How can I believe my Sin 
odions, while I embrace and cheriſh it! 
How can I believe it kilPd thee, while I 
make much of it ! How canl believe it drew 
Sweats of Blood from thee, while I water 
it, and keep ir warm! O, I am weary of 
this vain Belief; rid me of it; deliver me 
from it! Let all my Neighbors lee, that I 
believe theſe things indeed. Let the World 
fee, by my Converſacion, that theſe things 
work * upon me, ' O, let me not only be- 
lievethele great things, but live them over / 
Come forth, my deareſt Lord, and meet 
me! No Man can come to thee, but he 
whom thou draweſt to thee! O., ler me .. 
touch but the Hem of thy Garmear, and [ 
ſmall recover! Let me lo believe in thee, 
that it may appear thou liveſt in me, that. 
| may at laſt attain the end of my Faitn? 
F.3- cycn . 
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even the Salvation of my Soul; Great 
Author and Finiſher of my Faith, hear me 
for thy Mercies ſake. Amen, 


IIL 
A Prayer for a lively Hope. 


O Thou in whom my Fathers hoped! 
They hoped in thee, and thou did'ſt 
deliver them ; thou art all Goodneſs, all 
Sweetnelſs, all Clemency ; who would not 
hope in thee! Thy Mercies bid me hope, 
thy promiſes bid me hope, and all thy Re- 
velations bid me hope, O, thou Hope of 
T/rae]! Here I am, here I lie proſtrate be. 
fore thy Face; here my Soul intends to 
breath out her Deſires! O, my Lord ! When 
' will that happy Day come, that Glorious 
Day which ſhall have no Night, no Clouds, 
no Darkneſs! Thou haſt ſpoke of it; thy 
Prophets have ſeen Viſions of it; thy Apo- 
ſtles have declared it; one was wrapt up 
above the Clouds to take a view of it. The 
Son that came out of thy Boſom hath aſfſy. 
red me of it. It is the bright day, when I 
ſhall enter into thy Joy, be made a Coheir 
with Chriſt, be clothed in white, ſhine as 
the Stars, look upon thee, and not be aſha- 
med! Thou haſt promiſed it, and, ſhall not 
F hope for it ? O, my Lord, that ſeeſt me, 
that art preſent with me, and knowelt my 

| Heart, 
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Heart, my Sighs, my Deſires, thou knoweſt 
I hope for it! O, let this Hope be lively, 
tet it bea Hope which may purife me, even. 
as God is pure. Nay, my very fleſh ſhall 
reſt in Hope, and thou wilt not ſuffer my 
Body to ſee everlaſting Corruption; thou 
wilt raiſe me from the duſt at laſt; all my 
Bones ſhall ſay, Lord, Who is like unto 
thee! I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that he ſhall ſtand at the later'day vp- 
on the Earth; and though, aiter my Skin, 
Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh: 
ſhall I ſee God, whoml ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not ano- 
| ther: And having this hope, O aſſiſt me, 
' © perſuade me, O prompt me- to cleanſe 
my ſelf from all filthineſs, both-of fleſh and 
_= and to perfect Holineſs in the fear of. 
God. 
Deck my Soul with Humility, with Pa- 
tience, with Conſtancy, that no Rods, no- 
'Stripes, no Priſon, no Torment, no Ship- 
wrack, no perils of Waters,. no- perils of 
Robbers, no perils among my own Co:1m- 
try-men, no perils among Heathens, no pe- 
rils 1n the City, no perils in the Wilder- 
neſs, ' no perils in the Sea, no-perils among 
falſe Brethren, noo Wearineſs, no Painful- 
nels, no Watchings, no Hunger, no Thirſt, 
no Cold, no Nakedneſs, no Weakneſs, no 
Infirmity, no Honour, or Diſhonour,no good 
Report, or evil Report, may diſcourage me 
F 4 from 
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from truſting in thee ! Though the Lord 
fhould kill me, yet let me hope in him, If 
tn this Life only I have hope in Chriſt, | 
am of all Men moſt miſerable. The Lord 
is my Light, and my Salvation, whom ſhall 
I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my 
Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? Though 
an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my 
Heart ſhall not fear; though War ſhould 
riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident; 
for in the time of Trouble he ſhall hide me 
1n his Pavillion, in the ſecret of his Taber- 
nacle he ſhall hide me, he ſhall ſet me up 
vpon a Rock. Thou art he that took me 
out of the Womb ; thou did*ſt make me 
hope when I was upon my Mothers Breaſts : 
©, let it not be in the Power of Men, or 
Devils, to ſhake this Hope ! Let it be my 
Anchor, ſure and ſtedfaſt, which no Waves, 
no Billows, no Storms, no Tempeſts, can 
move, 
Whatever Evils befal me, let me think 
they come from a Father's Hand. Letno 
Proſperity, no Sun ſhine, no Calmnels, no 
ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this Hope in my 
Soul. Let me look upon all theſe outward 
Comforts, as Vanity, Vanity of Vanities, 
which can give no Eaſe, no Comfort, no 
Satisfaction to a Soul of a Spiritual Appe- 
tite. Let me thirſt after nothing ſo munch, 
as after thy Love, as after Spiritual Bleſ- 
lings, as after the hidden Manna, as after 
: the 
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the white Stone, which no man knows, 
faye he who receives. It. 

[ will not hope inany Creatire,I will ariſe 
and depart, for here is not my Reſt. Why 
art thou caſt down, O-my Soul, and why art 
thou diſquieted within me? Hope thou in 
God, for 1 ſhall yet praile him, who is the - 
healch of my Countenance, and my Cod. 
My Soul, wait.thou only upon God, for my 
expectation. is from him; he only is my 
Rock, and my Salvation, He is my Defence, 
.& ſhall got be moved. In God is my. Salvation 
and my Glory, the Rock of my Strength, 
and, my Refuge is in. God, Truſt in him ac 
_ all times, ye People, pour ont your Hearts 

hefore him. Thon haſt been a Shelter for 
me, and a ſtrong Tower from the Enemy. 
From the end of the Earth will I cry unto - 
. thee, when my Heart is overwhelmed! Q, 
my God, my Goodneſs extends not to thee; 
The Lord is the Portion of wy Inheritance, 
and of my Cap, thou maintaineſt my Lot. 
| Whomwas ever confounded, that truſted in. 
thee? Who was ever forſaken, that hope 1 
in thee? Who was. ever "deſpiſed, thac in 
good earneſt called upon thee ? All hail, 
my deareſt Lord, .my Hope.! I love thee, 
I embrace thee, I renounce all thoſe leiſer 
Goods, which are in the Warld,. that! 
may make thee my. higheſt Aandmy FAURIAY 
Good, 
Itistrue, Lord, 1 an © cingbe'' BE ave 
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been a very ungrateful Wretch; the leaſt 
of thy Mercies is more than | have deſerved; 
my very Righteoulneſſes have been as filthy 
Rags: But I will not truſt in my Bow; nei- 
Ther is it my Sword that ſhall ſave me; but 
thy Mercy, © Lord, thy Mercy, and the 
Palms of thy Hands, on which thou haſt 
engraven my' Name, ſhail be my refuge, [ 
have no merits, no deſerts, to truſt to; I can 
claim nothing asmy Right; all I am, andall 
I have, is thy Charity :- What Goodneſs 
there is. in me, is intirely owing to thy 
Erace and Compaſſion : With this thou 
crownelt mez.with this thou enricheſt me; 
with. this. thou anointeſt: my Head, that | 
may work 1n thy Vineyard, andreceive the 
Penny at night : I confide not in my Works, 
I depend not upon my Induſtry, 1 reſt not 
in my own. Labours; but in thy Blood, in 
thy Sweat, in thy good Pleaſure, O Glo- 
rious Son of God !' Curſed is the Man that 
truſts in Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm, [1 
will hope in thy Mercy, my Heart ſhall re- 
joyce.in thy Salvation : Evening and Morn- 
ing, and at Noon, will I] pray, and thou 
- wilt hear my voice, Thou haſt ſaid, Ask, 


and ye ſhall have; Seek, and ye ſhall find;. 


Knock, and it ſhall be apened to you : Who 
would not hope afterthis > Who would not 
relie upon thee aiter ſuch a Promiſe? ' ©, 
ket me find Grace in the ſight of my Lord! 
1 deſire nothing elſe; this is the height of 

my. 
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my.Wiſhes; this is it which ingrofſes the 
faculties of my Soul. 'Thy Grace is the Jew- 
el I want, the Pearl ſtand in need of, the 
Crown my Soul longs tor. Thou art my 
Witneſs, O Lord, That my Heart thinks - 
ſo; thou haſt Treaſures of Mercy, thy 
Stores are large, and inexhauſtible ! Thou : 
bid*ſlt me come and buy without Mony, and 
without Price, and my Soul ſhall live : Thou. 
doſt promiſe me more than Kings can pro- 
miſe; and no wonder, for thou art greater 
and richer than all-the Kings of the Earth. 
Thou giveſt Reſt to the weary Soul, and 
Strength to the faint; therefore mine Eyes 
ſhall be toward thee! ©, let thine Eyes be 
open, and thine Ears attent unto the Prayer 
of thy Servant ! Do thou chuſe and ſancti- 
fie this houſe, that thy Name may be there 
for ever, and let thine Eyes and thy. Heart 

be here perpetually. 

Thy Liberality- and Bounty. 1s-immenſe 
and infinite ! I cannot but hope in thee! ©, 
my unbelieving Heart, could'ſt thoa bur 
truſt him more, what great things would?ſt 
thou ſee! His Mercy is upon thee, accord- 
ing as thou hopeſt in.-him:. The more thou 
hopeſt, the greater is his Mercy. ; 

O my Lord! What ſtupendous Gifts doſt 
thou preſent me with! What amazi:? of. . 
fers doſt- thou make to my $01. ! - 4 
art not only willing to impar! -..; [26 
to. me.; but. in thy Supper 714. hw 02, 
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Telf! And here thon offereft to carry me 
In thy Arms, to be my nurſing Father, and 
to be Food ro my hungry Soul ! May it be 
unto me according to thy Word ! Come, 
Lord, lodge thou in my Soul, makeit thy 
Dwelling-place, anoint it with the Oil of 
Meecy.; [will go and take the Cup of Salva- 
tion, and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
Thy loving kindneſs ſhall be before mine 
Eyes, and 1 will walkin thy Truth; I wil 
not ſit with vain-Perſons, neither will go 
In with the Diſſcmblers ; I will waſh mine 
hands in innocency, ſo'will I compaſs thine 
Altar, O Lord! That I may publiſh with 
the voice of Thankſgiving, and tell of all 
thy wondrous Works.: My Heart ſhall be 
indicting a-good Matter, and I wyl ſpeak 


of things touching the King of Saints, Into: 


thy hands .I commit my Spirit, thou haſt 
redeemed it, O Lord Gad of Truth! ©, 
make thy Fzce to ſhine upon thy Servant, 


and O, let me hope unto the end, for the. 
Grace that is brought unto me, at the Re- 


velation of Jeſus Chriſt, Amer. 
A Prayer for Love and Charity, 


| #* Thou who haſt ſo loved the Workd, 
as to give thine only Son to the end 
that all that. believe in him.ſhould nor pe- 

1th, 
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riſh, but have everlaſting Life ! What ſþall 
1] do tolove thee! What ſhall 1 do to.he 
united to thee! What ſhall 1 do to get a 
place in thy Bafom ! if I love thee-not, I 
am undone; ifthon doſt not look exceed- 
Ing lovely in mine Eyes, I am Joſt ; if my 
Afﬀetions do not fix npon thee, I perifh:; 
I cannot -be happy without. loving.:thee:! 
My Soul is deſtituee af her proper -Gaogd, 
if thoube nat the Object of my Delight! I 
am perfedtly miſerable, if thou be not the 
Center-of :my Spitit, . Loye is the.greateſt 
Gift-that*sgaven t0-poor Creatures: 'Love 
enrichesthetr:Sonls : Love makes their Fa- 
ces ſhine::. Love muſt brighten their -Souls, 
and make them appear lovely in the Eyes 
of God. O, my Lord! thou haſt given me 
faculties to love thee, Underſtanding t6- 
contemplate thy Beauty, and Meray, and. 
Perfeftion ; Memory to retain theilively ap- 
prehenſions of thy Glory; and a Will to: 
prompt my .whole Man into ſuitable Acti- 
ons! The more I love thee, the Holter l 
am; the more ] love:thee, the.more | am 
with:thee : For:where 1-lave, there is :my 
Soul ; where my Afﬀect tonsace,' there is-my 
Spirit; where my Treaſure 1s, there :will 
my; Heart be alſo. 'Who would look upon. 
A Dunghil,:that can view.a glorious Palace! 
Who .would: hear the 'Screeches :of Owls 
and Night-Ravens, that can hear melodious 
Mulick ? And why ſhould:1 be taken —— 

omp: 
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Pomp and Glory of the World, which in 
compariſon of thee is a meer Dunghil? 
Or with the Careſles and Praiſes of mortal 
Men, which are perfe&t howlings compared 
with the Harmony thy Love doth make> 
Shall I love Honour, and not love thee, who 
art the Fountain of it ? Shall blove Pleaſure, 
.and not love thee in whoſe Preſence there 
is fulneſs of Joy ? Who can be likened un- 
to. thee, © Lord! And, if nothing can be 
1Tikened unto thee, I muſt love nothing like 
thee! And if I juſtly loye that which is 
good, I muſt neceſſarily love thee more than 
-all things in this World ; for thou art in. 
finitely better than all things in this world. 
Fhere isnothing ſo good, nothing ſo pre- 
cious, nothing ſo rich, nothing ſo amiable 
 *s thou art. 

O, my Jeſus! How great is thy Conde- 
ſcenſion ! Thou knoweſt I could: love no- 
thing ſo well as what was like me; and in 
compliance with my Temper, ( for thou 
kneweſt my frame ) thou becameſt like 
me indeed; the immortal became mortal; 
the Eternal became an Infant : If therefore 
I love Man, who is _ like me, how 

much more am I bound to love thee, who 


wroughteſt'a Miracle to become Man, that 
thou mighteſt be like me! Love deſires the 
preſence of its delightful Objet, and can 
any thing be more preſent than thou art ? 
Thou. arc in me, and with me, and without 
me ;. 
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me; thou art preſent in all places, at all 
times, in all Companies z thou art willing 
to dwell in me, and to make thine abode 
in me; thou art content never to depart 
from me. Thou art ſtrangely bountiful ; 
who. would not Iove thee * Who eyer 
gave greater or larger Gifts, either more 
1a number, or more in quantity, or longer 
for duration, than thy liberal hand ? From- 
_ thee every good and perfect Gift comes 
down; whatever Gifts I recieve from thy 
Creatures, thou ſendeſt them : The Crea- 
tures are but the Chanels or the Pipes, 
through which they are conveyed, and fall 
not [ love the Fountain more than the Cha. 
nel ? the Spring more than the Pipe, through - 
which the Water runs ? and. the great Gi- 
ver more than the Meſſengers that carry it > 
Thou workeſt in all, thow inclineſt the 
Hearts of the. Bountiful, thou openeſt their 
Hands, thou turneſt their Hearts into Cha- 
rity., thou ſeaſoneſt their Minds with: 
thoughts of me, and thou bendeſt their 
Wills to do me good ! And ſhall not I ook 
up from the Creature to the Creator, and 
give him my. deareſt: Love? 


I will love_thee, O Lord ! T muſt loye 
thee, for thou art ſweet beyond compari- 
| ſon, amiable without a Parallel, lovely to a 
miracle! thou art the true Father:of my ſoul, 
thou provideſt for me, thou takeſt care of 
me, 
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me, thou, art.exceeding tender of me, thoy- 


beareſt me on thy 'hands, on thy Wings, 
thou carrieft me, as the T agle doth' her 
young, nay, thou'offereft me to be thy Bro- 
ther, thy Siſter, and Thy Mother : For he 
that doth thy Will, ſhall beall this in thy 
Eſteem ; heſhall be as dear to thee, as theſe 
Relations are to mortal 'Men. Thou art 
my. Friend;ipdeed,! 'O, my Lord, whither 
doth thy Love carry thee! "Thou' Jayelt a- 


"fide thy Glorious Titles, and magnificent 
Names, and becomeſt my Friend! And 


never was a truer; Friend' than thou art, 


' and haft, beer ro me ! No wiciſſitude” hath 
' changed thee, no revolution hath ;alrered 


thee, no accident hath eſtranged thy Heart 
from me ! My unworthineſs doth not turn 
away thy, AﬀeCtions from me ! Though 
than dwelleſt on high, yet thou hum- 
bleſt thyſelf to behold the ways of the 


Children 6f Men? My Sores do. not make 


thee loath' me,, my Infirmities do not move 


thee to caſt me away, my vileneſs dorh not 


tempt thee to deſpiſe me! Thou loveſt at 
all times, if T am wounded, thou bindeſt 
up my Wounds; if I am broken, thou heal- 
eſt mes if I am 'grieved, thon refreſheſt 
me ;..if I am in danger, thou delivereſt,me ; 
if under ,pain, thou giveſt me eaſe 3 if un- 


der trouble, thou cotnforteſt me. O, my Je-. 


ſus! thou art gpne pp.to thy Father, and 


to my Father, and haſt made; ys Friends! 
| 4 LD: - Thon' 
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Thou haſt - reconciled. him to my Soul ! 
Thou haſt loved me before the Foundation 
of the World ! How often haſt thou, in 
Mercy, look*'d upon me! How often haſt 
thou pitied me! | was unworthy of thy 
Compaſſion ; yet,ſeeing me lie in my Blood, 
thou ſaid*ſt, Live, im thy Blood, live. 
What ſhallI ſay unto thee, O thou great 
Preſerver of Men? NoWords,no Language, 
will reach thy Love, or give a tolerable de- 
ſcription of it; yet ſtill this encreaſes my 
Obligations to love thee ! And what a mercy 
is it, that thou wilt give me leave tolove 
thee ! That this Great, this Glorious, this 
Immenſe, this Incomprehenſible, God will 
youchſafe to be loyed by a Worm ! What 
a Fayour isit! Prize it, O my Sonl! And 
think thou heareſt every Creature, that is 
beneficial to thee, calling upon thee to love 
him! The Sun that ſhines upon thee calls 
to thee, 7 givethee Light, that than may ſt ad- 
mire the Father of Lights ;, fo doth the Moon, 
ſo do the Stars, ſo do all thoſe things where- 
by thou art fed, maintain*d,cloath?d, & pre- 
ſerv'd in Health : Thele all call, Ie ſerve 
thee, that thou may ſt ſerve thy God; and do 
good to thee, that thou may"jt love him, whoſe 
Hand hath placed us in theſe Stations. O, my 
God! Shall 1 have ſuch Monitors to love 
thee, and be dcaf to the call ? How will 
all theſe riſe in Judgment againſt me one 


day, if I. love thee not! How jultly - . 
a 
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fall a Sacrifice to thy Wrath, if under ſuch 
Exhortations | deſpiſe thy Love ! 

How many Souls have periſhed, and I am 
yet alive! How many have been ftruck dead 
in their Sins, and I am yet called to Repen- 
tance! How many doyet walk in Darkneſs, 
and I have the Honour to fee thy marvel 
lous Light! Thou haſt dealt more kindly 
by me, than thou haſt done by others ! O, 
" how am I bound to love thee ! I ſee the 
_ odiouſneſs of that Sin, which others dote 
on !I ſee the deformity of thoſeVices, which 
others wallow in ! I ſee the Beauty of that 
Virtue which others ſcorn! I ſee the Charms 
of that Grace, which others laugh at! [ 
taſte of thoſe Comforts, which others con- 
tinue Ignorant of ! I ſee the Reaſonableneſs 
of thy Precepts, which others count an in- 
tollerable Yoke ! I have ſome ſenſe of ano- 
ther World, while thouſands live as if there 
were none! I ſee the neceſſity of Holineſs, 
while others make a mock of Sin ! What mo- 
tives are theſe to love thee? Shall I be a- 
fraid,or aſhamed, after all this,to love thee? 
Every Senſe, I have, bids me love thee ! [ 
_ cannot ſmell to any thing, but I ſmell the 
Fragrancy of thy Love, I cannot taſte any 


thing, but I muſt taſte how ſweet, and how | 


Gracious thou art! I cannot look upon any 
thing, but I muſt ſee thy Goodneſs ! The 
Oyl of thy Love ſwims upon every Crea- 
ture, I touch or feel} That Soul deſerves 

to- 
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to die, that doth not love thee! In Io. 
ving thee, I live! Thy Loveis better than 
Life! My days will have an end, my Life,ere 
long, will paſs from me ! My Riches, my 
Glory, my Wealth, my Health, my Liber- 
ty, my Eaſe, my Friends, my Acquaintance, 
they will, ere long, expire : But if I love 
thee, that will remain with me to Eterni- 
ty! My Love to thee makes me thine, 
and makes thee mine, By loving thee, 
I ſhew that I am not mine own : Thou haſt 
made me for thy ſelf, and if I am not thine, 
I cannot be mine own; for at that inſtant 
that I would be mine own, I ceaſe to be 
thine, Thou art to me all that Heart can 
with, or Reaſon can deſire! Thou art my 
Light, my Pillow, my Reſt, my Sun, my 
Meat, my Drink, my Glory, my Joy : Thou 
haſt given me thy Son, and in giving him, 
haſt given me more than Ten Thouſand 
Worlds! And if this be aot enough, thou 
art ready to give me more ; ſhew me thy 
Love, and it ſuffices me. Thou haſt wound- 
ed me with thy Love! I will follow thee 
'©, let me do thy Will ; let me do that 
which thou wilt, and not what I will, De- 
ſpiſe me not; forſake me not; O, do not- 
go far from me! Draw meafter thee, and 
I ſhall run! Wo is me, that I muſt dwell 
in 2Meſhek, and have my Habitation in the 
Tents of Kedar ! O, leave me not to my 
| elf! I conſfecrate both my Soul and Body 
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to thee; employ them, O Lord, as it ſhall 
pleaſe thee deſt ! 

O, forget me not, and let me never for. 
pet thee! Let me rather die a thouſand 
Deaths, than live without thee! O, let me 


love thee ſo, that T may long to draw 


others to thy Love! Let me be grieved 
when Men do not keep thy Law ! Let it 
g0 to my Heart to ſee thee diſhonoured 
and affronted ! Thou threatneſt me with 
Eternal Flames, if the Flames of thy Love 
cannot warm me now. 1 am not worthy to 
love ihze, yet thou art moſt worthy to be 
loved by me! O, let me ſigh, let me pant, 
let me breath, after thee! O, my Life, let 
me live to thee! Q, my Glory, let me be 
content to die for thee! O, my Refuge, let 
me ever run to thee! O, thou Eternal Love, 
let me be always mindful of thee ! Lex me 
embrace thee ! Let me reſolve nat to let 
thee go, till thou haſt brought me to that 
Place, where I ſhall be for ever united to 
thee. 

Withdraw mine Heart from the Crea- 
ture! Why ſhould it go aſtray from thee ! 
I am ſenſible, what hure my Love to the 
Creature hath done me : It hath alienated 
my Heart from thee; it hath made thy 
Word a ſavoyr of D:ath unto Death to 
me; it bath rendred thy Promiſes inſipid 
to me ; it hath made me flight thy Ser- 
vice; It hath made thy ways nauſeous wn 

irk- 
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ickfom to me; it hath made thy Laws te- 
dious to me it hath made me forget the 
Life Iam to live for ever; it hath made me 
weary of thy Love, backward to Self-de- 
nial, made me aſhamed of Chrilt, cool'd my 
Zeal, damp'd my Religious Deſires; and 
ſhall I harbour the Viper in my Boſom any 
more! O, throw this Enetny out of my 
Sul | Diſpoſſels it of its Habitation, expel 
it by thy Power, make it vaniſh by thy 
Preſence! I beg not Grace to hate any thing 
that thou haſt made; bur thy Aſſiſtance, 
that I may love the Creatureleſs than thee ! 
I would not have this Love of the Creature 
engroſs my Soul ; | would not have it uſurp 
Authority 1n my Heart ; I would not have it 
take place of my Love to thy ſweet Self; 
I would not have it engroſs my Afﬀections ; 
I would have it ſubordinate to thy Loye ; 
I would have it to be a Servant to my Love 
to thee ; I would not have it rule in me ; 
I would not have it juſtte out thy Love, 
I know, my deareſt Lord, I mult love my 
Neighbour too : Icannot love thee, with- 
out | love him with unfeigned Love! I lye, 
if Lay I love thee whom I have not ſeen, 
when I love not -my Brother w hom I ſee; 
but I would not love Man better than thee; 
I would not obey him more than thee; I 
would not comply with him to diſpleaſe 
thee; I would not -prefer his- Smiles cr 
Frowns before thy Fayour, or thy Indizna- 
100 3 


t3o Prayers and Devotions. 


tion ; I would love him for thee, and in thee; 
and, O thou that haſt loved me, ſo as todie 
for me, grant me that Charity which is a 
neceſſary effect of my love to thee! 

Thou haſt loved my Neighbour,as well as 
myſelf: My Jeſus! thou haſt died for him, 
as well as for my ſelf! Thongh I muſt ſtand 
amazed at the particular Mercy thou haſt 
ſhewn to me, yet the light of thy Favour 
hath ſhined upon my Fellow-Chriſtians too! 
©, let me loye them with a pure heart fer- 
vently ! Hereby ſhall all Men know, that we 
are thy Diſciples, if we love one. another, 
O, my Lord! Iamreſolved to be thy Dif. 
ciple , and therefore will not only love thoſe 
that love me, but even thoſe that hate me, 
O, make me tender-hearted, and compaſſli. 
onate to my Neighbour! Make me ready to 
forgive, ready to bear with his Infirmities, 
ready to relieve him, ready to aſliſt him, 
ready to ſuccour him: Oletall clamour,and 
malice and hatred, and evil ſpeaking and 
cenſorioulſneſs, be put away from me! Rid 
me of all guile, and hypocriſie and diſhone- 
ſty ! Letit be known by my meek, and hum- 
ble and charitable temper, that the ſame 
mind is in me,which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, 
In vain do I call my ſelf thy Follower, if I 
tread not in thy Steps, or do not render 
good for evil, and ſhew all Meekneſs unto 
all Men. 

When I am reviled, let me not revile a- 

| | --—— gun! 
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gain! Let there not be any Root of Bitter- 
neſs in me! Baniſh from me baſe ſuſpicion! 
Teach me to puta favourable conſtruction 

on other Mens Actions, and to overcome 
Evil with Good! Mortifie in me the itch of 
contradiction ! Make me affable, courteous, 
kind, gentle; and let no Proyocation ſfowre 
that diſpoſition in me ! Make me patient and 
long ſuffering, peaceable and eaſic to be en- 
treated; giveme a Temper that maymake + 
me rejoyce in the Proſperity of others ! Let 

all Pride and Envy die in me! Let me delight 

in Works of Mercy, in feeding the Hungry, 
giving Drink to the Thirſty, Cloathing the 
Naked, viſiting the Sick, comforting the 
Priſoners, counſelling the Weak, ſupport- | 
ing the Feeble, direting the Erroneous, | 
reproving the Unwary, guiding the Blind, 
uling hoſpitality to Strangers. 

Make me circumſpett in my Speeches, 
that I offend not with my tongue! Giveme 
preſenceof Mind upon all occaſions, thatT 
may not ſpeak or act raſhly to my Neigh- 
bours prejudice ! O, let thy Love be always 
before me, that I may have compaſſion on 
my Fellow-Servant! O, let thy Blood ſupple 
my Heart, that it may melt at the ſight'of 
Its wants and neceſſities! O, let that Word * 
ſound always in mine Ears, That Though I Lt 
ſpeak with the Tongue of Angels, and have no | 
Charity, it prefits me nething ! I ſhall ſee thy 
Charity In the Sacrament of thy Soon 
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I ſhall ſee, what thou did?ſt for me, and a!] 
the World ! I ſhall ſce,what Inconveniencies 
thou did*®ſt endure to procure onr Happi- 
neſs! I ſhall ſee, how thou did*ſt deny thy 
ſelf for our ſakes? I ſhall ſee, how thoy 
did'ſt not count thine own Life dear to fave 
ours! [ ſhall ſee, how gentle thou waſt to 
thy Enemies, how thou prayedlt for them 
that perſecuted thee, how thou did?lt bleſs 
them that did curſe thee! I ſhall ſee, what 
Pains thoa tookeſt, what anguiſh thou en+ 
dured&lt to ſnatch us from Damnation? 
O, let that Charity prevail with me! O, 
let that Goodneſs produce Bowels of Mer. 
Cy in me, that, as much as in me lies, I may 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
Peace! Make me willing to recede from 
mine own Right, for Concords fake! O, 
root out that baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes 
me ſo careleſs of my Neighbours Good! O, 
thou Eternal Truth ! Thou haſt promiſed 
fo write thy Laws in my Heart! O, write 
this Law of Love with thine own Blood, 
and make the Charatters ſolaſting, that no- 
thing may blot them out! O, let me love 
my ſelf leſs, that I may love thee and my 
Neighbour more! O, let the Fire of thy 
Love put out the impure Fire of my Luſts 
and Corruptions! ©, let that Fire purife 
my Soul from thoſe inordinate Paſſions and 
Deſires,which too often endanger it! Thou 
art the God that anſivereſt by Fire; let 
me 
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me feel thy Fire, ard the forceof it! Let 
it go through my Soul, and ſcatter Heat 
through every part, that I may be transfor- 
med and changed into Love! Let me love 
thee vehemently, ardently , ſuperlatively, 


conſtantly, and my Neighbour chaſtly, mo-. 


delily, purely, fincercly, and inviolably ! 
Whatever thou denieſt me, deny me not 
this Love! Remember thy Word unto thy 
Servant, in which thou haſt cauſed me to 
hope ! Thou haſt ſaid, I will give unto him 
that is a-thirſt, of the Water of Life, freely 3 
O give me this Love, elſe I faint! O ſpare 
me a little, that I may recover ſtrength, 
before I go hence, and be ſeen no more ! 
O thou Spirit of Love, blow upon me, and 
theſe dry Bones ſhall live! O Jeſu! Come, 


and livein me; and if thou, who art Love 


and Charity it (cif, live in me, IT ſhalk love 
all that thou would'ſt have me love, and 
be a Monutnent of thy Love, and ſhare in 
thy everlaſting Love. Amen. 

Let the King of Heaven hear when I call, 


V, 
A Prayer for Imitation of tye Holy Life, and 
Example, of Feſus. 
Thou, who art the Way, the Truth, 


and the Life ! I know thee, who thou 


art, the Son of theliving God! Who ſhall 
G lead 
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lead me into Edom! Who ſhall bring me in- 
to the ſtrong City, into that City which 
hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
is God! Wilt not thou, O Lord, Strong 
and Mighty ? Hear, O my Soul! Thy Re 
deemer calls If any Man ſerve me, tet bin 
follow me, and where Þ am, there ſhall alſo my 
Servant be. O my Lord! I had need of a 
Guide in this Age, when the World lies in 
Wickedneſs? How many ways to Ruin do 
F ſce! How many Nets do I fee ſpread for 
me.! What a Snare are even theſe outward 
Comforts? How do they entice and draw 
the Heart away ! O Father of Mercy ! How 
many thoufands do I ſee beguilted by the 
Riches and Pleaſures of this Life ! How fn- 
ſenſible do they grow of that Life, they arc 
to live for ever How forgetful of God? 
How*enamoured with the Gauds, and Glo- 
ries of this World; how does the Beauty 
of their Souls decay, and wither away ! And 
one teaches the other to go to Hell! O my 
God! What ſhall I'do among ſo many Ene- 
mies! What ſhall Ido in all this Darkneſs ! 
What ſhall I do among all theſe Precipices ! 
Without thy Light I muſt needs be loſt! 
Riſe, Riſe, thou Glorious Morning-Star, 
that I may be able to ſee my way ! Thott 
that art the Light of the World ! He that 
follows thee, cannot walk in Darkneſs! 
Why ſhould I be atraid of. going aſtray? 
T'izou art my way ,, How can I be _ 

ved: 


wu Ms AAA,” <4 


nv Ho in ns na A. } 1 A 


P ayers and Devotions. 12?5 


ved ! Thou art Goodneſs it ſelf, how can[l 
miſteuſt thee, when thou haſt ſpilt thy 
Blood for me Though naturally thou 
dwelleſt in a light inacceſſible, yet of inviſi- 
ble thou becamelſt viſible, on purpoſe that 
might follow, not the Father of Lies, not 
Lucifer, not- that Enemy who transforms 
hinrſelf into an Angel of Light; but thee, 
in whom all the Treafures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge are, . Great Phyſician of Souls! 
thon cameſt dowa to preſcribe me Phyſick, 
and that I might not be afraid to take it, 
didſt take it before me, andof God becanvſt 
Man, that I might imitate thee im the Holi- 
neſs of thy Human Nature, | 
This is it, O my Lord, that my Soul de- 
fires, even to ſet thee before mine Eyes, to 
repreſent thee in lively Colours before my 
Mind, and to conform to: thy great Ex+ 
ample! O my Feſws! thy Spiric I want, 
which may _— into thy Image from 
 Glaryto Glory, from one degree of Bright- 
neſs to another,and enable me to compre- 
hend with all Saints, what is the depth and 
breadth, and height and length of the Love 
of. God, and.may be filled with the fulneſ(s 
of God. 
_ .. . O my God, My Soul longs to fay with 
thy Apoltle, I live, yet not I, but Chri/# 
lives in me. Once thou didſt create me af- 
ter thy Image, but I defaced it; thoſe curi- 
ous Lines I darkned, and daſhed, , yet thou 
FS. G 2 haſt 
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haſt given, mchopes to recoyer that- Jewel; 

and, O my Lord, do thou place it in its 
Throne again! How do I long to have my 
Mind renewed, and my Soul transformed, 
that I may mind the things of the Spirit 
with Sincericy and Earnefineſs ! Who but a 
Fool would not tread in: thy. ſteps, my 
deareſt Lord ! Yet ſuch'a'Fool, ſuch.a Sott, 
ſuch a Beaſt I have been! I have ſeen thee 
lightning me to Heaven, and yet have lo- 
ved Darknefs-better than Light! O thou 
Eternal Wiſdom !. I hate this Folly !'-I ab- 
hor this Stupidity ! I will follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goes. The Apoſtles fol- 
lowed thee, why thowld:not I? Whole Ar- 
mies of Primitive Believers followed: thee, 
Why ſhould not 1? Why ſhould I come be- 
| them? Why ſhould I have leſs elteem 
or thee, than they had ? 

- My very Namcobliges me to folloiv thee! 
'What am I a Chriſtian for,. if I do not imi- 

tate thee! O let me not blaſpheme that wor- 


chy Name whereby | am called! L blaſpheme 


it, if by my vain Converſation 1 give thine 
Enemies occafion to ſpeak ill of thy Reli- 
gion, Dol call my. ſelf by thy Name,/and 
am loth to tread in thy ſteps! My Heart 
is Rubborn ! My Will perverſe ! 'O do thou 
bow it! Make me ready, make me willing, 
-make me expedite for this Work, Thou 
tookelt up thy. Croſs, O let me not dream 
.of Beds of Roles! Thou waſt ſubject to thy 
F Pa- 
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Parents, Oh make me ſubmiſſive'to my Su- 
periours ! Thou did'ſt refiſt Temptations, 
Oh let me not be overcome by them! Thou 
did*{t deſpiſe the World, Oi let me not be 
enamoured with it!. Thou wenteſt about 
doing good, Ohlet me not be backward to 
Works of Charity! Thou did'ſt deny thy 
ſelf Oh let me not indulge my vain Detires; 
Thou did'ſt work while the day did laſt, 
Oh let me not harden my Heart in this my 
day |! Thou watt humble, Oh let the ſame 
Humility take root in my Sou}! Thou waſt 
meek, Oh let this Meckneſs bethe Rule of 
all my Actions! Thou did'ft not aim at - 
Vain-Gtory, Oh let no ſuch pitiful end de- 
file thy Soul ! Thou did'tt bear with the 
weak,O let me be tender-hearted,andgentte 
too ! Thou did- ii patiently endure Injurics, 
Oh tet me nor fret and murmur under them4 
Thou waſt faithful inall thy Fathers Houſe; 
Oh let me be fo in the Duties of my Cal- 
ling, and Rclations! Thou did*lt reccive 
and embrace the Penitent, On let me rc- 
joyce over thoſe who are ſorry for their 
Faults! Thou did'f& enconrage Goodneſs 
and Holy Inclinations! © lct me cheriſh 
them, whereſocver I find them i Thou did it 
do thy Fathers Will, Oh let me not pre- 
tend Impediments ! Thou did'ſt good for 
evil, On let me not recompenſe Sin with 
Sin! A Senfe of God's Goodneſs, was Veat 
and Drink to thee, Oh let it be my Diet 
G 23 | too! 
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too! Thou waſt a Pattern of Gravity, Oh 
let me not be vain and fooliſh in my Con- 
verſation ! Thou did*ſi ſpend thy ſelf for the 
good of Mankind, Oh let me not indulge 
my Eaſe too much ! Thou did*ſt intirely re- 


Ggn thy (ef to thy Father's Pleaſure under 


the ſcvereſt Trials, Oh teach me this Art 
of Scif refignation too! Thou waſt zealous 
for the Houſe of God, ©h let not Luke- 
warmneſs ſpoil my Soul / Thou waſt not 
taken with the Pomp and Glory of the 
World, Oh let me not be gull'd with theſe 
empty Shows ! The Frowns and Contempt 
of Men could not make thee weary of be- 
ing ſtrictly conſcientious, Oh let not theſe 
pitiful things make me aſhamed of thee, 
and thy Goſpel ! | 
Oh my Jeſus! Thy Kingdom muſt ſuffer 
violence, and whoever enters there, muſt 
force his way through all Impediments : 
And what if I offer violence to my Luſts and 
Paſſons for a time; how ſweet will it be co 
lie encircled in thy Arms one Day, and to 
hear thee ſay, Come ye hl:ſſed of my Fath:r, 
inverit the Kingdom prepared for you! Thou 
doſt promiſe me, That if I wil fight for 
thee, thou wilt give me to eat of the Tree 
of Life, and to ſit down with thee in thy 
Kingdom, at thy Table, and to be a King 
and a Prieſt for ever; Dol believe this, 
and fcruple fighting the good Fight? Dol 
bclicve this, and am afraid of the Worlds 
Frowns? 


Prayers and Devotions. 139 


Frowns? Do I believe this, and am I 
aſhamed of the Severities thou calleſt me to? 
Why ſhould I miſtruſt thee, when I fee 
thee uſe the ſame Mortifications thou bid- 
deſt me chuſe ? If a Soldier ſee his King 
uſe the ſame Pains, Habit, and hard Fare 
which the meaneſt Man in the Army uſes, 
what Courage doth it infuſe into him to 
endure Hardſhip and other Difficulties, that 
may attend the various Enterprizes he is en- 
paged in ? 

O my Lord! That very contempt of the 
World, that Meckneſs and Humility, that 
ſeverity of Life, that averſion from ſenſual 
Pleaſures, that enmity to Sin, that hatred 
of Vanity, that Indignation againſt bratiſh 
Delights, that Sincerity, that Simplicity 
thou requireſt of me, thou did'ſt obſerve 
and practice, and perform thy ſelf; fo that 
thou layeſt the ſame Burden on my Shoul- 
ders that lay on thine; and it I die with 
thee, I ſhall live with thee toos if I fut- 
fer with thee, I ſhall rcign with thee. 

O then, I wi'l not tarry/ 1 will make 
hafte, an41 conforn to thine Example! I 
ſhall not fare worſe than my King and Ma- 
ſter did; and as I have born the Image of 
the Earthly, fo I (hall bear the Image of the 
Heaver.ly too. I will walk as my Jeſus walk- 
cd! O rny Lord ! Make me Holy, as thou 
art Holy ; Perfect, as my Fathcr which is 
in Heaven is Perfect! O my Lord, there 
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Is no other way to Glory, but by thee! 
Thou being exceeding rich, becameſt poor 
to'emrich my Soul} Thou camelt not to do 
thine own Wil), but the Will of him that 
ſent thee! Put thine Arms under me; ard 
{ will not do mine own Will : I will follow 
thee through Fire and Water ; 1 will fot- 
low thee through Bryars and Thorns, 
through good Report 2nd evil Report. 

O, chaſe away ail ſlaviſh fear from my 
Soul ! Let me not be afraid of Difficulties! 
What can de difficulr, where thon art both 
the Guide and the Encourager ? Thou canſt 
not deceive me z thou canſt not delude me; 
it muſt be ſo as thou haſt ſaid : All things 
are poſſible to him that beHteves: Pl chule 
ſome hardſhip here, ſo I may reſt in thy 
Boſom hereaſter; ll be content to paſs 
through a dirty way for ſome time, that 1 
may lie down in the green Paſtures of thy 
Mercy for ever. Theſight of thy Croſs in 
the Holy Sacrament ſhall be my Motive : 
Ill draw Arguments from that Remem- 
- branceof thy Death, to die to the World, 
I will travel with thee; I will fail through 
the boiſterous Sea of this Life with thee : 
And, O, my Jeſus ! let me arrive ſafe at laſt 
in the Everlaſting Harbour. Amen, Amen. 
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A Thankggiving after Receiving of the Lords ' 
Supper, to be ſaid either at Church, or at 


Home. 


N D now, What Reward-ſhall T ren» 
der unto thee, © Holy, and Blcſſed, 
and Incomprehenſible Trinity, for all the 
Benefits I have reccived at thy Hands this 
day! Awake up, my Glory! Awake, my 
outward, and inward Man ! I will ſting and 
give Praiſe! Whence 1s it, that ſo poor a- 
Wretch, as I am, is crowned with all this; 
Mercy and loving Kindneſs! O my Soul,, 
thou haſt been watcred this day with the: 
Streams that flow from the Paradiſe of 
God ! I that was worthy of God's hatred, 
how have I been this day advanced What 
great things hath God done for me. What 
Honour hath hc laid upon me. What Ma- 
jelty, what G'ory, hath he conferr'd upon- 
me. 

I feel the Fire of God within me! My- 
Heart grows hot within me! I will ting and: 
give Praiſe! Who would-not praiſe thee, 
that hath ſeen thy Goings in the Sanctuary, 
as I have ſcen them this day ! Holy Father... 
thou haſt this day. embraced me. Holy Je- / 
ſas, thou haſt this day poured out Blethnps: 


upon me ! Holy Spirit, thou haft this day 
G mani 
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' maniſeſted thy ſelf unto me ! Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Roſts, Thou haſt hum- 
bled thy ſelf this day to a dead Dog !O how 
often have I returned to the Vomit ! How 
often have I gone a whoring from Thee! 
Yet behold, the Lord, inſtead of the Bread 
of Afﬀfiction, hath given me the Bread which 
came down from Heaven ; inſtead of the 
Cup of trembling, hath given me the Cup 
of Salvation ! I will remember thy Name, 
O Lord, I will ſpeak of thy wondrous 
Works. 

O my Lord ! I ſee thy hand is not ſhort- 
ned, neither is thy ſtrength abated ! Thou, 
That hadſt mercy on the vileſt Sinners for- 
werly, extendeſt thy Goodneſs to ſuch mi- 
ſerable Creatures ſtill! I have drawn Wa- 
ter this day from the Well of Salvation, e- 
ven from thy Wounds, O Crucified Re- 
deemer! Thon haſt looked upon this Pro- 
dizal this day; Thou haſt run, and fallen 
on my Neck, and kiffed my polluted Soul !- 
Oh Honour !. Oh Dignity ! Oh "Compaſſi- 
on ! Oh Charity ! Oh Love! Oh Mercy! 
Oh Goodneſs! which the Redeemed of the 
Lord muſt ſpeak of! Even they, whom he 
bath reemed from the hand of the Enemy, 
and gathered them out of the Lands, from 
ahe Ef, and from the ##,from the North, 
and from the South ;, they wandred in the 
wilderneſs, in a ſolitary way, they found 
ro City to dwell in; Hupgry, and Thirſty, 
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their Soul fainted in them ; then they cry- 
ed unto the Lord in their trouble, and. he 
delivered them out of their diſtrelſes, and 
he led them forth by the right way, that 
they might go to a City of Habitation, O 
that Men would praife the Lord for his 
Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works to 
the-Children of Men! . | 

Open to me the Gates of Righteouſneſs, 
Iwill go into them,and I will praiſe theLord. 
This is the Gate of the Lord, into which the 
Kighteous fhall enter ; I will praiſe thee, 
for thou haſt heard me, and art become my 
Salvation. The Stone which the Builders 
refuſed is become the head-Stone of the 
Corner. This is the Lord's doing, and it 
is marvellous in our Eyes, If I forget thee, 
O, my Feſ#s | let my Tongue cleave to the 
roof of my Mouth. Thou halt regarded 
my Tears; thou haſt taken notice of my 
Supplication ; thou haſt given me my hearts 
deſire ; thou haſt not withheld from me the 
requeſts of my Lips | Thou kaſt given me 
leave to come to thine Altar this day, and 
to lift up my hands towards thy holy O- 
racle! Thou halt fed my Soul this day 
with Royal Dainties, with Peace and Par - 
don, with a Right to thy Promiſes, and of- 
ters of Eternal Life, with aſliſtances of thy 
Holy Spirit, and the Riches of Grace an | 
Mercy. This is the Food, which the Hol 


Bread and Wine have repreſented to = 
this 
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this Day, and with this Food thou: haſt 
blefled my Soul. In this Food will I glory, 
of this will I make my boaſt, This is Food 
for Immortal Spirits ! This preſerves Souls 
through the power of God unto Salvation ; 
this is Bread which fades not away; this 
is the Wine which may be had without Mo- 
ney, and without Price. | 

O my God ! Thou requireſt no Price, 
but a wounded Heart ; no Gold, no Silver, 
no Jewel, but an- obedient Soul: I bring 
it, I offer it. I beg thou would be pleaſed 
to accept of it ; thou deferveſt it 3 thou 
maylſi challenge itz it's thine Thou ga- 
veſt it me, thy Spirit made it willing ; thy 
Grace did melt it 3 thy Fire burnt away 
the Droſs; thy Goodneſs purified it, and 
thou wilt cleanſe it more and more, All 
the Good I have, is thine; From thee it 
flows From thee it ſprings; thou convey- 
eſt it to my Soul. Thou openeſt mine Ears; 
thou awakencſt me 3 every good thought L 
have, is thine every good inclination, eve 
ry good refolution, every good intention is 
thine ; thou influenceſt every good aCtion 
I perform. My praiſe ſhall be of thee in 
the great Congregation, I will declare thy 
Faithfulneſs and Salvation. 

O how good is God to.Iſrael,even to them 
that are of a clean Heart! O make me clean, 
that | may fcel thy Goodneſs; Thou. axe 
my Phyfixian, I am thy Patient ; Thou 

ard 
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art my Father, T am thy Son; thou art 
my Maſter, I am thy Servant ; thou art 
my Teacher, I am thy Diſciple : Thy Spi- 
rit is Good, O lead me in the way Ever- 
laſting. 

God forbid, that I ſhould glory in any 
thing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt, and him 
cruciied. -O that the World were cruci- 
fied to me, and I unto the World! I will 
rejoyce in thy Loye, my dearclt Lord : LI 
have ſeen thy Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
\ nefs. I ſee what pains thou takeſt with my 
Soul to make it happy, to drive away the 
Night of Ignorance from it, and to make 
me know, there is no true Bliſs, no true 
Comfort, but in thee. Thou teacheſt me to 
overcome my Spiritual Enemies Bleſſed be 
the Lord my Strength, which teaches my 
Hands to War, and my Fingers to Fight, my 
Goodneſs,and my Fortreſs, my high Tower 
and my Deliverer, my Shield, and in whom 
I truſt, Thou preventeſt me with thy 
Grace; thou givelt me' the carneſt of E- 
ternal Glory; by thy Spirir, I am ſealed 
unto the Day of Redemption : Thou art my: 
paſt, my preſent, and my future, Good : Lee 
the People praiſe thee, O God, let all the Peo= 
ple praiſe thee. O that all Men might know. 
and love thee f' O that all Mankind might 
feel thy Power, and Glory! .O Thou, who 
art the chiefeſt among Ten thouſand, the 
Upright love thee; and among theſe A 
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the unworthieſt of thy Servants preſume 
to lovethy Name! Thou haſt made me to 
walk upon mine high places, and in the bit- 
terncſs of my Soul halt refreſh'd my Spiric ; 
Thou haſt pardoned, I hope, all my Sins, 
and blotted out mine Iniquities as a thick 
Cloud, I expect thou fhould forgive me 
much, and therefore ſure I muſt love thee 
much ! Thou haſt born my Grief, and car- 
ried my Serrows; thy Torments have gi- 
ven me Eaſe, thy Reproaches have procu- 
red my Glory, and thy Miſery js the caufe 
of all my Happineſs. FT 

Therefore I will put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift : Theu ſhalt be my Garment, my 
Crown, my Diadem, I will ſing unto thee 
as long as I live. I will fing praiſe unto my 
God, while I have my Being» My Medita- 
tion of thee ſhall be ſweet, T will be glad 
in the Lord. O my Lord, I rejoyce to 
hear that every Knee bows unto thee. IT 
would have all the World fall down before 
thee, and worſhip thee. I rejoyce in all the 
good things that thou poſſeſſelt , nor that 
I expett thou ſhouldſt make me partaker of 
all, but becauſe they are in thee, and they 
are thine, and thou doft diſpenſe them 
to thy Creatures, according to thy plea- 
ſure. bh 
I rejoyce, O Lord,” in all the Glorious 
Gifts thou haft conferred on the Head of 


the Church, the Man Fefnr Chriff, I re- 
jozce 
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joyce in all the Mercies, thou haſt beſtow- 
cd on the bleffed Angels, in that Purity and 
Innocence, in that Brightneſs and Splendor, 
in that Bliſs and Felicity, they are crowned 
withal, in their care of thy People, in 
their Miniſterial Offices to thoſe that ſhall 
be Heirs of Salvation. I rejoyce in all the 
Graces, thou haſt difpenſed to thy Holy 
Apoſtles, in their miraculous healing of the 
Sick, in their powerful Preaching, whereby 
the World was converted, in their Knows 
ledge, andeIllnmination, in their Zeal and 
Fervour, in their Patience, and Humility, 
in their Watchſulneſs, and Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs; for in all theſe I ſee thy mighty 
Arms and thy ſtrong Hand, and the Light 
of thy Countenance : And all that they 
have done, and ſaid, is written for my 
Learning. | 

I rejoyce in all the Bleſſings thy Saints 
enjoy, in thy calling them to thy marvel- 
lous Light, in thy adorning their Souls 
with ſo many reſplendent Virtues, in thy 
honouring of them with the Jofty Titles of , 
Children, and Brethren, and Friends, and 
Kings, and Prieſts; in thy viſiting of them 
with thy Salvation, in thy aſfiſting of them 
with thy Power, thy Spirit, and thy In- 
fluences in their Dangers and Neceſkties ; 
in thy helping their Infirmitics, In thy pu- 
rifying of their Souls, in thy — 
their Spirits, that they may not be aſhame 
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of the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſ#s; in thy keep- 
ing of them from all Evil, in thy reſcuing 
of them from Temptations, in thy giving 
them a happy Death, and promiſe of a Glo» 
rious Reſurreftion. I rejoyce in all thy 
Mercies to poor Sinners, in thy calling of 
them to Repentance; in thy entreating, ad- 
moniſhing, and beſeeching of thera to be re 
conciled to God 3 1n thy forbearing of them; 
in thy - patiencc and long-ſuffering toward 
them; in thy waiting for their Repentance ; 
in thy adjuring of them by Bowels of Mer- 
cy, by the Blood of Feſis, by the Wounds 
of # Crucified Redeemer, by the ſweeteſt 
Calls, and by the greateſt Motives to Seri- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs; in thy receiving the 
Penitent; in thy forgetting all their Un- 
kindneſſes, and forgiving the Aﬀeonts they 
have offered unto thee in thy remembring, 
their Sins no more, and drowning them in 
the depth of the Sea, even in the Blood of. 
the Lamb, which was ſlain from the Foun- 


dation of the World. 


I rejoyce in all thy loving kindneſſes to 


thy Church; in thy giving her thy Word, 
_ thy Ordinances , thy Sacraments; in thy 
making her thy Bride, thy Spouſe, and thy. 
Favouritez in thy Ordaining the Lord Fe- 
ſus to be her Head, her Husband, and her 
ProteQor and Nurling Father. 

O Feſ«! I rejoyce in thy Incarnation, in 


the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God mani- 


felted 
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feſſed in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, 
ſeen of. Angels, preached in the World, 
believed on by the Gentiles, received up 
into Glory. I have reaſon to rejoyce in 
thy Hypoſtatick Union, in thy being the 
Prince of Men, and Angels, and in that 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge are ih thee, Irejoyce inthy fending 
the Comforter into the World; inthy Proe 
miſes, in thy Offers, in thy Providences, in 
the Proviſion thou haſt made for our Souls 
and Bodies: 


O, give me athankful Heart for my right 
Shape, for my Health, and Strength, and 
Temporal Advantages ; O, what a Mercy is 
it, that thou haſt cauſed me to be born in 
the Light, in the true Religion, in a Relis 
gion free from notorious Errors, and Su- 
perſtitions! How am I beholden to thee , 
that thou haſt kept me from ſo' many op- 
Portunities of ſinning againſt thee, from 
abundance of Temptations, from innume- 
rable occaſions of Evil! How many have 
been ſnatcht away by ſadden Death; and I 
am alive yet! How many have been denied 
the Grace of Repentance, which thou {[ill 
offereſt to me, that [ have a Heart to pray 
and praiſe thy Name; what a mighty To- 
ken of thy Love is this! Let Heaven and 
Earth praiſe the Lord, let all the Angels 
in Heaven praiſe him, Let every thing 
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that hath Breath, praiſe the Lord; praiſe 
thou the Lord, Oh my Soul! 

I remember, Oh Lord, how, when I have 
gone through the Water, thou haſt been 
with me; when I have paſſed through the 
Fire, thou haſt commanded the Flames not 
to kindle upon me; I remember, when for 
a ſmall moment, thou haſt hid thy Face 
from me; how, with everlaſting Kindne(- 
ſes, thou haſt viſited me again ; Oh, how 
often haſt thou delivered me from the ne- 
thermoit Hell! when I have been ready to 
ſink in the Mire, thou haſt pulled me out of 
the horrible Pit,out of the miry Clay,and ſet 
my Feet upon a Rock, and eſtabliſhed my 
Goings! When the Snares of Death have 

' Incompaſſed me, and the pains of Hell laid 
hold on me, thou haſt delivered my Soul 
from Death, mine Eyes from Tears, and my \ 
Feet from falling, I will walk before the 
Lord, in the land of the Living : What 
Reward ſhall I render unto thee for all thy 
Bevefits! How loth haſt thou been to be- 
hold my Ruin! How haſt thou calicd af- 
ter me, Have Mercy on thy ſelf ! With what 
Convictions haſt thou followed me! What 
checks of Conſcience haft thou given 
me! Oh my Lord ! Thou ſhalt have all | 
the Glory, thou art worthy to receive Ble(- 
ſing, and Honour, and Majefty, and Domi- 
nion. How preciousare thy Mercics! How 
rich thy loving Kindneſſes! To doſo _ 

or 
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for Duſt and Aſhes,for a Worm,for a Graſs- 
hopper, for a Creature that hath abuſed 
thee, and rebelled againſt thee 3 Oh what 
Goodnef is this! My Underſtanding is not 
big enough to comprehend it. I'll acknow- 
ledge thee for my God, 1'1l own thee for 
my Redeemer; thou ſbalt be my King, my 
Mafter, wy Sovereign Lord ! I will conſe- 
crate all my Labours, all wy Services, all 
I have, andall I am, to thy Glory ! © what 
a Favour is Forgiveneſs of Sin, which I truſt 
I have received this day |! 

Think, O my Soul, what a Bondage thou 
art delivered from! Think, what a Slavery 
thou art freed from! Now thou art at li- 
berty, now thou may*ſi ſerve God chearful- 
ly ; now thou may*ſi freely go on from Vir- 
tue to Virtue, This is a day of Thank& 
giving 3 this is a day of glad Tidings 3 
this is a day which ought to be remembred 
© my Jeſus! Thou haſt this day viſited the 
Earth, and watered it! Thou haſt made ie 
rich with thy Showres; thy Grace hath 
dropped upon me this day, like the Rain 
on the mowen Graſs! Oh order my Steps 
according to. thy Word for the future! 
Let me ſee thee in every Mercy! Teach 
me to admire thee in every Bling! Let 
nothing feduce my Heart from thee! When 
any Aﬀflicqions come upon me,let me receive 
them with Thanks and Submithon ! When 
I fumble, do thou ſupport me , _ I 
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fall, do thou raiſe me ; when I go aliray, 
do thou ſeek me; when I err, do thou 
dire&t me ; when 1 ſlacken in thy Service, 
do thou ſtrengthen 'me. Keep the Door 
of my Senſes, that no impure thing may en- 
ter there. Let my Heart be thy Temple / 
Teach me to enquire daily, what progreſs 
I make in thy way! Let thy Word be a 
Lanthorn to my Feet, and a Light unto my 
+ Paths! Let no evil Company diſcourage 
me ! Let thy Providence dire& me to Per- 
ſons that love thy Law, and in theſe ex- 
ceflent ones let all my Delight and Com- 
fort be! 

O my Lord, my Life is hid in thee! But 
when thy Glory ſhall appear, I ſhall be 
like thee!! Speak Lord, for thy Servant 
hears ! [Let none of thy Commandments 
be hence-forward grievous to me ! Open 
thy hand and feed my Soul! When I am 
tempted, lay no more upon me, than Iam 
able to bear! Give me Courage to ſtrive 
to enter in at the firait Gate! Let me 
ever look at the things which are not 
ſeen; for the things which are ſcen are 
Temporal; but the things which are not 
ſeen are Eternal! Thy Kingdom, Lord, 
is not in Meat and Drink, but in Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; Give me a 
taſte of it! Let Eternity be always in my 
mind ! Into thy hands I do commend my 
Spirit, my Body, andall the Concerns of 
my 
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my Life ! Let thy Grace come down upon 
me plentifully ! Let me not do thy Will 
negligently ! Let me live in the Thoughts 
of another Life, and let thoſe Thoughts en- 
courage me to follow after, that I may ap- 
prehend that, for which IT am alſo appre- 
hended of Chriſt Jeſus! Oh hear me! Oh 
anſwer me! Oh pity me! Oh relieve me! 
Oh come in! Oh ſuccour me, thou that art 
the God of my Salvation, and my Tongue 
ſhall talk of thy Righceeouſneſs, all the day 
long! Let all thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoyce, 
and beglad in thee, and let ſuch as love thy 
Salvation, ſay continually, Let God be mag- 
nified ! I am poor and needy, make haſte 
unto me, OGod! Thou art my Help, and 
my Deliverer: O Lord, make no tarrying. 
Amen, Amen. : 
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